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Get me to the airport on time car d 





ash salvages dream | 


HERO COPS 


DISNEY TR 


TWO Hackney coppers _ 


saved the day for a teen- 
ager and his family 
whose minibus was 
crushed in a horror road 
‘smash with a juggernaut 
‘as they were on their way 
to the holiday of a life- 
time. 

Youngster Adam Baruett, 
13, had saved for years to en- 
joy the dream trip to Disncy- 
world in Orlando, Florida, and 
was in floods of tears when it 


looked like the cruel twist of 
fate was to snatch it away 
from him at the last moment. 
But after doctors patched up his in- 
juries at Homerton Hospital, the two 
cs tumed super-herocs to save the 
boy's dream. They bundled the crying 
teenager info their patrol car, swit- 
ched on their sirens and [lashing 
lights, and roared to the airport = ariv- 
ing just three minutes before his Hight 
t 


Adam and his family were laughing 
and singing as they set off on their ho- 
liday last Friday moming. But their ex- 
cited, happy voices tumed to screams 
of terror alter the nightmare accident 
on the Eastway, Ilackney Wick. 

Miraculously, no-one was killed in 


the smash, although doctors st first 
feared the tecnager might be blinded 
ee shards of glass embedded in his 
ace. 


As they baled to save his sight, 
and treated a head wound that needed 
18 stitches, the youngster sobbed his 
hesrt out as the minutes ticked away 
and his Disneyworld dream faded into 
the distance. 


Chief Insp Ken Day, from Hackney 
police station, said: “He was so upset 
that doctors had to call in the two con- 
stables who took him to the hospital 
to calm him down. Pcs Phil Mockett 
and Mark Coppin told him not to wor- 
ry and that there was still an hour left 
to catch his flight, but I don't think 
even they really believed it. 





“Then, of course, they felt bad 
about telling him something that 
might not be true, so decided to do 
something about it. They phoned the 
station for special permission to drive 
him to Gatwick aij 

“The tension in the car was unbear- 
able — particularly when they got lost 
on the way and had to ask directions 
from a passer-by!” 

Security staff at the airport waved 
the lad and his police escort through 
to the runway, where his plane was 
waiting ready to take off. 

A great cheer went up from the 
other passengers as he was reunited 
with his farnily, and minutes later he 
was in the air and on his way to Amer- 
ica ~ a greal start to 1992 thanks to ' 
two big-hearted Hackney coppers! 





Martin Calvert, who is serving 19 


Ped ox, 





months in jail after retaliating 


against two men who chased him and attacked him at a garage 


CASE —2 — 


CASE of Martin Cal- 
vert, who is serving 18 
months on an assault charge, 
may seem like a minor one 
compared to those in which 
peopie have served a dozen 
or more years before win- 
ning their freedom. 

But it is regarded by Mr 
Calvert’s supporters as sig- 
nificant in that it is the latest 
case in which a black person 
who has defended himself in 
a racist incident has ended 
up being Jailed. 

Mr Calvert, aged 29, a life- 
guard at the Britannia Lei- 
sure Centre in Hackney, east 
London, was driving in the 
area in October 1990 when 
two men on a motorcycle 
pulled up alongside him. 

Mr Calvert says he puiled 
back to allow them through, 
although they may have 
thought he was trying to 
block their way. He was 
punched in the eye by one of 
the men who called him a 
“fucking Paki.” 

Mr Calvert, who has no 
previous convictions and ts a 
small man, drove away 
when one of the men tried to 
grab him by the neck. They 
drove after him and caught 
up with him when he stopped 
in a garage two miles away. 

One took out a chain and 
started shouting abuse. Mr 
Calvert had with him a small 
sculpting knife which he 
used for making wooden 
sculptures as part of his stud- 


les at a local college. There 
was a fight, witnessed by 
people at the garage, in the 
course of which Mr Calvert 
wounded the men, one of 
them seriously, with his 
knife. He says that he only 
struck out in self-defence. 

He was arrested, charged 
with actual bodily harm, con- 
victed at the Inner London 
Crown Court last August and 
jailed for 18 months. 

Hackney council! sacked 
him from his job the 
following month but he has 
since appealed against this 
and been reinstated. 

On home leave last month, 
Mr Calvert said: “All I was 
doing was going about my 
business when it happened. I 
was just trying to defend 
myself, 

“Even though the two men 
admitted attacking me in 
court, it was me that was 
jailed.” 

Mr Calvert, who is in Send 
prison, is appealing against 
his sentence. 

In a similar case last year, 
Brian Moore, a biack televi- 
sion presenter, aged 26, was 
attacked by a group of racists 
in Norwich who pelted him 
and his friends with missiles 
and called them “niggers, 
coons and baboons.” 

He was jailed for two years 
for retaliating, before win- 
ning his appeal against sen- 
tence when the Court of Ap- 
peal decided that it was 
wrong that the victim of an 
attack should be jailed for 
the same time as someone 
who had instigated it. 
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Some complaints are inevitable, he says 





Force praised — 


Dy police chief 


COMPLAINTS against the po- 
lice were inevitable, a top Hack- 
ney cop admitted this week, 
because of the nature of the 


work, 

But when put in context with the huge 
number of dealings the police have with 
the public, the proportion of complaints 
is very few, said Supt David Hynes, 

He was praising the effons of officers 
at Hackney and City Road police sta- 
tions during 1991. 

A detailed breakdown showed officers 
had 158,377 contacts with the public dur- 
ing the year. 


by RUSS LAWRENCE 


The number of people arrested in 
1991 by Hackney and City Road stations 
was 9,127, with 10,000 reported unffic 
offenders. 

Police officers st d and searched 
5,500 people, dealt with approximately 
20,000 reported crimes, and responded 
to nearly 59,000 emergency and other 
calls from the public. 

In addition, over 54,750 people called 
at the two police stations secking advice 
and assistance. Often these were in diffi- 





cult or confrontational situations,” he 
said. 
“This high workload was achieved 
with only 45 complaints, but with over 
100 letters of thanks and appreciation. 
“The very nature of police work 
makes some complaints inevitable, but 
naturally we would like to give 100-per- 
cent customer satisfaction. 
“When the number of complaints are 
put in context with the amount of work 
undertaken by the police, Hackney’s pub- 
lic can be confident they are receiving 
the very highest quality of service from 
dedicated hard-working and professional 
officers,” he concluded. 


Mini-police station 
for drugs heartland 


HACKNEY’S notorious Front Line will soon be no 
more after it was revealed that a mini-police station 
is to open slap-bang in the middle of the drug dea- 
lers’ haunts In Sandringham Road. 

And gangsters at the borouph’s other open-air drugs mar- 
ket, around the Haggerston Estate, will also have the fright- 
eners put on them — a police statlon is to open In 
Hagegerston Road as well. 

The move marks the latest skirmish in a continuing bat. 
tle to clean up the borough. 

Both arcas have been plagued hy dealers selling every- 
thing from crack and heroin to cannabis. 

Sandringham Road, In particular, has » reputation as a 
cocaine kasbah and fs known as the borough’s Front Line, 
It became a Mashpoint for trouble during the London-wide 
riots in the 1980s, with residents complaining It was virtual- 
ly ano-goareafor police. 

Hackney Council chiefs have given the go-ahead for a dis- 
used housing office near the functlon with Amhurst Road 
to be converted into the mini-police station, rent free, and 
work will begin within wecks. 

Stoke Newlngton Supt Dougins West sald: “We will be 
very close to the centre of things there and will certainly 
make a significant difference to the arca., 

“It would be a brave man to say this wilt solve the drugs 
problem for ever, but the presence of a police base there 
will be a great deterrent to drug dealing,” 

He warned that police would take any action necessary to 
a evicted drug dealers sctting up elsewhere in the bor- 
oug 
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Police issue air gun alert || Man shot after 
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A JAMAICAN who was shot down 
in a hail of bullets in Dalston on 
Monday may have been the victim of 
a Yardie-style, drug-related knee-cap- 
ping. police suspect 

Shann Lee nearly died in 


@ 
intensive care at Homerton 
Hospital after a bullet which 
asied ries through his 
nee sparked off circulation 


and breathing problems. He is now recover- 
ing. 

The 21-year-old, who was staying with rela- 
tives on the Holly Street estate, was shot near 
Leity's club on Alvingion Crescent, off Shack- 
lewell Lane, which has been raided for drugs. 

Mr Lee, a parks and markets ial con- 
steble in Kingston, Jamaica, was shot at Icast 
five times in the carly hours of Monday. He 
told police he saw a man minning away carry- 
ing a silver revolver. 

Det Insp Andy Hewett, of Stoke Newington 
CID, said: “It does have sinister overtones and 
there is definitely a drugs-dealing aspect. It 
may have been a dispute between people 


leaving 
htclub 


g in drugs.” 

One nearby resident, who asked not lo be 
nemed, claimed in recent weeks there had 
been s macheic attack near the club and two 
other incidents of guns being fired. 

“This shooting is not an isolated incident 
and the police are doing nothing. We can live 
with the club noise and the dealing, but when 
bullets start flying we are frightened and we 
want action taken,” he said. 


But Det nel enacts retorted: “There is 
grave concem this madman is spraying bullets 
around the street, We will not allow this level 
of lawlessness, we will not allow it to become 
a Wild West zone and it will be trampled on,” 





Police should review 
their priorities 


ALTHOUGH the Gazctie’s front-page headlined 
“Hero Cops Save Boy's Disney rip” (January 3) 
makes interesting reading, it raises the question of whe- 
ther this was a proper use of police resources. 

The crime rate in the borough is, regrettably, rising 
| all the time. I have been the victim of twa mugging al- 
o) iel | Piya a tacks in the street of Clapton in the lest four months 

Pape ge ie a ri eh and some two years ago my flat was burgled. The po- 
anata | a elle : i lice have not been successful in apprehending those re- 
ie sponsible for any of these offences, 

On a much more serious level, those responsible for 
the murder of the sub-postmaster have not been arres- 
ted and are still free to commit the same sort of of- 
fence again. 

It's an appalling state of affairs that with all the un- 
detected crime asin place that the police decide that 
acting as a glorified taxi service takes nority, The 
community charge payers of this borough do not ex- 
pect their hard-eamed money to be squandered by the 
police in providing this sort of service: they expect 
theirs money to be applied towards the prevention of 
cnme and the apprehension of those responsible for it. 

Of course, one acknowledges the sentiments which 
motivaled the police to take the boy in question to the 
apa But what would have happened if he had mis- 
acd that flight? I venture to suggest that the airline 
A GbEy ies eal” would have readily agreed to put him on the neat avail- 


ble flight and a1 most he would have arrived at his ho- 
“The gun frightened the Ife out of me @ Police are still deciding whether to pro- 1 fuses 
and without ti examination | couldn't secute the 15-year-old boy sopped by Pe liday destination a day late. Does the risk of a boy 


issi day of his holiday justify uking two police 
tell whether It was real or not. It washid- © Conway for possessing an alr pistol while ee day : ‘ 
under-age, you have to be [7 to have one. officers away from their cnme-fighting duties for an 













sree n ee ee a Ve 
@Real or fake — can you tell which gun is the real one? Pe Andy red with the. 22 air 
pistol (left) and a Smith and Wesson handgun. PICTURE BY CHRIS WOO 
CITY Road cops are warning teenagers “This alr pistol was particularly reatls- 
not to take air pistols out on the street - tic as {t was a revolving weapon very simi- 
in case the weapons are mistaken forreal lar to a five-barreiled shotgun which 
handguns. means you could pump cut pelicts with- 
Thelr plea follows the controversy out having to stop to reload after each 
stirred up after [an Bennett was shot shot.” 
dead by pollce in Raistrick, Yorkshire, as And Chief Inspector John Grundy 
he waved a fake rife. sald: “if faced with a pun, It's often lm- 
Now City Road officers are urging possible for a police officer to know whe- 
tums and dads not to buy alr pistols as) —s ther it’s real or fake and he has to make 
resents for youngsters after Broadway = a spllt-sccond decision. 
Market home beat bobby Andy Conway ¢ Conway added: “A lot of young- 
arresied a 15-year-old boy for having a = sters got alr pistols as Christmas pre- 
‘ frighteningly real-looking gun on the sents. But we would encourage parents 
iircet. 





den under his jacket,” sald Pe Conway. 







entire shift? I would suggest not 
lt seems to me that it is about time that senior man- 
agement at Hackney Police Station reviewed their 
riorilies and started putting their officers back on the 
tin order to act as some sort of deterrent against 
the type of crime which is reported all too frequent! 
in the Gazette. Then perhaps our old poeple, the f 


the headlines! 


EVERY household in Hackney faces a dawn swoop rough borough without 
from as boys (and girls) In blue over the next few am gi hae n NAME “AND ADDR SUP- 


mont PLIED. 
But don’t worry about your breakfast belng 
spolled while you heip the pollce with their Inquir- 
les, they're not popping round In person. e 
This is all about the Old BIT trying to improve Its P l t t ; k *b | cd 
uno ane get its crimebusting message bursting out of O ice O ape Cl “Craw ers On Vi eo 
e cornflakes, 

VICE cops are unleashing a new weapon on kerb-crawlers in = mobile police station in the area which succeeded in driving 
linkigg Goto flay deaercig shrhpaudgrh dy za pean ve | their batest Move to pe the wcconiblls Amhurst Park red- = away ihe sick itls for a few weeks, And Tory Parliamentary 
newspaper full of news and views about what they're cs light area of Stamford IIill. hopeful Cole Manson is stifl pressing for “toleration zoncs” to | 
to. A pair of officers are now touring the are in an rable sa aesy tom eal eae : poli . 

lice car secretly recording punters on video ready to use the ict Insp David }ludson, o e Newington police, said: 

Sin pied Whiccal eect eee es evidence against them in colt [t's an din arked police car which will follow kerb-crawlers | 
three months from March onwards 7 Police chiefs hope the fear of being caught on video will around and monitor their activities. 

Chief I David Hudson, of Ste News scare off the kerb-crawlers and force the prostitutes away from “When we fecl we have ey evidence on video, we will 

ld: *] Ad sage ret oke. Newington police, Amhurst Park and surrounding roads as residents have long pull ther in and charge them. We are always looking at differ- 
ee fea nae aoe crap foals Prevention, stories! 1.67 demanding. : ent ways of tackling the vice problem. We hope that the deter- 
[t'll be pitas Pats ( a camere) our local bobby '. Each month, the police arrest about %) to 40 men for kerb- rent effect of being on camera will be enough to reduce the 

Thea anve Dut nol too heavy, crawling around Ambhurst Park and Queen's Drive, and caution —_kerb-crawling,” he added. Under a two-week pilot scheme, the 
~ ne thinking behind the paper, similar to ones in other twice as many. video car is out and about for a couple of days a week but, if all 

ndon ereas, was to help the force get its messsage over The move follows last year's introduction of a “porta-nick” goes well, they'll use it seven days a week, 


hirevtly to the public, he explained. “We can always look 
bi - | é G ie 





na improve our image and how It's presented to the pub- 


Up to 180,000 peopte could read the paper if the distrl- 
rutlon gocs well ~ though focal villains are more likely to 

‘ead about who's been nabbed than get many tips about 

tndercover operallons golng on in the borough. 


“Murder 
trial 
delayed 


A HUSBAND due to face 
trial this month for the mur- 
der of his wife at Stoke New- 
ington police station has been 
granted a two-month adjoum: 
ment so that he can prepare 
his defence. 

The decision to delay the 
case was taken reluctantly by 
Old Bailey Judge Robern 
Lymbe QC, who was told 
that the hearing had been post- 
poned previously when the ac- 
cused sacked his QC and 

Licitor 


#0 ; 

March 2 was fined as the 
date when Jayant Patel, 33, 
faces a jury. 

Pate!, unemployed, of Hin: 
dle House, Arcola Street, Dal- 
ston, is accused of murdering 
his 21-year-old wife Vandana 
in the domestic violence unit 
al the police station on April 
29 last year. 

The couple were mecting 
to and som out mariage 





Child’s pistol leads 
to security drama 


THE bigwig Lord in charge of the high-pow- 
ered Royal Commission on Criminal Justice 


Police work includes 
helping where we can 


I FEEL I had to write in answer to last week's letier re- 

latin to the Gazette's front page story on Saige 3 

pains ia tla Boys Disney Trip, be- 
ce 

Py pan icer who drove the young lad 


Teenager 
damaged 
dead Pc’s 











went out on patrol with Hackney coppers and Obvious] 
: y, the writer of the leuer has no ides of el pte’ p roblems when Mrs Patel suf- 
took part in a dramatic security alert after are- what police work is all about. Not onl : | ercd a fatal stab wound. 
ty detect crime and arrest offenders, we aie alta me cS memorial "A new team of Jawyers act- 


port that a gunman had been spotted — only to 


find a bem i : eT 
ne 2 Ue used dad ¢ a his son’s toy pistol! 


ing for Patel said they needed 
further time to inierview a 
number of potential defence 


help and serve the public in any way we can. 


have been a police officer “on the beat” in Ha obs A TEENAGED painter and 


decorator was found gull- 





tn dadnyodintyace | PY CAROL | shinctiupien cibowct: Unie evame ef vananlsig Nhe wince at pp sce 
car on the borough's tough DYCE a rising, azctie readers should know it hes ol for the jury. 
not risen in Hackney as much as London as a whole policeman Larry Brown 





and given three months’ 
Fala custody at Old 





streets. It was an eye 


for chair Lord Runciman and 


They pounced on a man and we are cing everything we can to reduce it. 


We are also havin 


peay aru caine Profes- cule te oes bere 2 large nurnber of burg tap pr ere ek aries Ye of rand i prenlateates: 
ae an ongoing operation to deicct these typo of cif ae 
Hackn co’s distin. the car. But he haatily ex- : sa cece 
guished new Neer he plained that it was just mud. tee vit all we cao naar We rus eas a Coie lia woge 
Bhai nates The dam comes had ong fanny clues wer naan for theen. dened te chr ba 
= y absent for i - We t 
tem — spent Tuesday getting a =the heels of the controversy hours. It was s quict Saturd ay morale aad: ee pier dls eaeesoriat whlch 


stirred up over fake guns 


being mistaken for real wea- was worth an estimated 


gritty taste of grass-roots 
oe work 
this young led to Gatwick £1,500, 


Wwe were justified in taking 


Just alter 3.30pm, the pair pons after Jan Bennett was and if the same sort of th ; 
rm the Sommiasion were peter ey police in ate do exactly the sane. The Veine at kek moun At an le court appcar- 
lice cart when coppers gotan waved afakerile. |" {ot years for the holiday of a lifetime which he would Lewis, revealed’ that 
anonymous tip-off that agun- “It showed them that apo- booked Toctheeest sae mrt eee ele aly vag costing more than 
man had been seen in Ors- lice officer just never knows He ae hi £1,000 a day to keep the 


bhis family were extremely grateful fi 
co-operation and couldn's thank us cnnlahe Police ae 
called upon to deal with every sort of situation and pet 


teenager In a remand 
centre while he awalited 
triat for damaging the 


what he is going to face when 


man Road, Hoxton, 
edly Nersepin es 


Blue lights flashing and car 


sirens screaming, the lord and = man,” said Chief Insp itici : 

the professor sped to the Day of Hackney police sta- ler pews : pr er eruanely the public sel- memorial at Orwell ig 
hoa oat were given a chil]- _ uon. Rigeiant Because of this, P icel it was a shame the writer of cae oer opal Road) 

ing insight into how a police Lord Runciman's patrol e letter decided it was not something the police aggerston. 


officer feels when any second caf sped to the scene, al- Pc Brown was blasted to 





he could be wn the though it didn’t actually go or her family, would he or aha feel th death with 
, shol 
ae of a gun. me ip ae was al- = was very satisfying for myself and my Eenanue Cs be Mark Gaynor, he pod 
rmed cops and patrol cars y cordoned olf. able to assist the boy and 1 feel it was just enother part sequently killed hi:ncelf 
cordoned off the road and “We wanted to show them = of my job, which I was happy to do. while In Jat. 
waited for someone to come What teal police work was Tam proud to be able to serve the people of Hack 
back to the Mercedes car like, and also the difficulty of ney and will continue to do my best iota th ; H 
which had the gun lying on collecting evidence with the whatever means [ can. ~ Pc P, M HACKS. 
the back shelf, legislation as it ands now." = NEY POLICE STATION. ; 7 4 [-42 
$ 
Fed-up estate tenants say they’re at mercy of burglars and muggers 
EE RR a aT Se i Ferret er ee re etal il lees ~ lec aaa dees acti =) = heats 
VI | One 72-year-old widow livin heaven for burglare, because it is so © for a rent strike, and we are lookin g 
GILANTE patrols could be alone on the 18th floor of a fewer easy to kick down doors and prise into the possibility of taking named 


Set up on a crime-plagued es- 
tate by tenants fed-up with 
being left to the mercy of bur- 
glars and muggers. 

And feaidenty ol King’s Crescent 
Estate, in Queen's Drive, Finsbury 
Park, arc also threatening a rent strike 
unless security is tightened up and cs- 
sential repairs carried out. 

The tenants say they live in fear 
after a sky-high increase in burgiarics, 
easily carried out because many of the 
comidors have no lighting. 


block is regularly plunged into dark- 
ness as Vandals break into the commu- 
nal fusebox outside her flat. Her 
worried family fear she may be ser- 
iously injured the next time it happens 
if she falls over in the dark. 

Tenants held an emerg meet. 
ing to discuss the situation, and of the 
180 people who tumed up 50 had 
been the victims of burglary or attemp- 
ted burglary in the past two months. 
iz Khan, from the estate tenants’ 
association, said: “The whole esiste is 


open windows. 

“Hackney Council promised us 
they would replace them four yean 
ago, but nothing has been done. 

“We want the communal entrances 
to be pore secured with inter- 
coms, and the lighting in the corridors 
replaced and made vandal -proof. 

“People are frightened to live here, 
and if necessary we will patrol the es- 
tate ourselves and set up our own se- 
curity. There is also a lot of suppor 


council officials to court to force 
them to carry out repairs.” 

A spok on tar Mackey Coun- 
cil said: “We don't recall any promise 
being made to that level to tenants on 
the estatc. New doom and windows 
would not be a solution to this 
blem of burglaries, but we do want to 
improve the li ghting. 

Representatives from the council 
together with the police will be mect- 
ing with the tenants’ association to dis- 
cuss security on the estate.” 


John Watkins was awarded 


£800 for false imprisonment, 
£2,000 exemplary damages and 


‘| £2,000 for an assault in a police 


i 


Y 


van when he was forced into a 
seat by Detective Inspector 
(now Chief Inspector) Ian Hosk- 
ing and an unidentified police 
officer grabbed his genitals and 
threatened to rip them off. 

Like his brother, he was de- 
tained briefly at Stoke Newing- 
ton police station and subjected 
to strip searching, which in- 
volved anal examinations. 

The police, who were ordered 
to pay costs on the highest 
scale, claimed the brothers, 
who work in the family metal- 
work engineering business in 
Hackney, east London, had to 
be restrained when they strug- 
gled. They said only reasonable 
force had been used and 
claimed they were justified in 


detaining them. They denied 


malicious prosecution. 

Afterwards, John Watkins 
Said: “I'm delighted, totally 
relieved. It took a lot longer 
than I thought it would to get 
here, but [ never, at any time, 
thought of dropping it or letting 
the matter rest, 

“We were plainly innocent of 
any sort of crime and it has 
been proved twice by juries. 
What a shame that a few bad 
apples have spoiled the reputa- 
tion of the majority of good, 
hard-working and honest police 
officers.” 

His brother, Michacl, said: “It 
was totally outrageous behav- 
jour by the police.” 

Lawyers for the Metropolitan 
Police would not comment. 


Award 

for two 
in strip 
search 


EE WO brothers arrested on 
their way home from 
work and subjected to 

strip searches, were yesterday 

awarded a total of £26,800 dam- 
ages against the Metropolitan 

Police by a High Court jury. 

Michael Watkins, aged 27, of 
Welwyn Garden City, Herts, 
and his brother John, aged 26, 
of Hatfield, Herts, had sued 
over what their lawyer de- 
scribed as a degrading and hu- 
miliating ordeal. 

A charge of possessing canna- 
bis was brought against 
Michael Watkins after the ar- 
rest in February 1987, but he 
was later acquitted at Snares- 
brook crown court. 

Yesterday he was awarded 
£2,000 for false imprisonment, 
including assault, £10,000 for 
malicious prosecution and 
£10,000 exemplary damages. 

He had told Mr Justice Drake 
and the jury that he was framed 
after PC Simon Cooke alleged 
he had dropped two small plas- 
tic bags containing a tiny 
amount of cannabis when he 
was arrested. He said he had 
never smoked cannabis and 
gave up cigarcties in 1994, 

In its verdict, at the end of a 
five-day hearing, the jury made 
a specific finding that he did 
not drop any drugs. PC Cooke 
has since had to resien from the 
force over a drink-driving 
offence. 
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Incompetent 
police officers 
face dismissal 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


NNUAL reports on all 
serving police officers 
are to be compiled 


with a view to weeding 
out inefficient or lazy officers, 
according to Home Office 
sources. At present only cor- 
rupt officers can be dismissed. 

A Home Office circular was 
sent to all forces in England 
and Wales last month, explain- 
ing that individual reports on 
all officers, carried out by their 
immediate superiors, must be 
made annually. Some forces al- 
ready compile such reports. 

The reports are intended to 
highlight the positive achieve- 
ments of an officer as much as 
to scrutinise the negative. “The 
underlying aim of the staff ap- 
praisa! process ts to encourage 
and achieve the best possible 
performance from individual 
police officers,” the circular 
says. 

The officer will be shown his 
or her report and asked to 
countersien it. Two officers will 
be asked to sign the assess- 
ment, to avoid the possibility of 
one officer having a grudge 
against a junior. 

The impetus behind the cir- 
cular is to regularise the 
annual report system so that of- 
ficers regard it as routine. 

“Some officers feel it’s more 
macho just to bark out instrue- 
tions,” sald a Home Office 
source. “Others feel it's de- 
meaning to have to report on 
their colleagues." 

For some time there has been 
a feeling within the Home 
Office, the Police Inspectorate 
and among some senior police 
officers that there is no mecha- 
nism for easing out unwanted 
officers. 

To address this problem and 
seek a form of “administrative 
dismissal”, a working party, 
consisting of representatives of 





the Home Office, the Associa- 
Hon of Chief Police Officers, the 
Superintendents’ Association 
the Police Federation, the 
Police Staff College, and other ' 
relevant bodies was set up last 
year. It is due to report back in 
March. Its remit is to consider 
how dismissals should take 
place. 

Officers will be assessed on a 
scale of one to seven under 
such headings as Communica- 
tion and Relationships with 
Others, Conduct and Stan- 
dards, Knowledge and Investi- 
gation. Grade Seven officers 
will be regarded as outstanding, 
Grade One will represent the 
bottom 2 per cent of the force. 

Officers should have free ac- 
cess to their files, says the cir- 
cwar. “The general principle of 
openness” should underlie the 
system. 

It is not yet clear when the 
reports will be carried out, but 
itis likely that they will be stag- 
gered. One possibility would be 
for a sub-division of a police 
force to be assessed in, say, 
April, another the following 
month, and so on. A sergeant 
will assess a constable, an in- 
spector will assess a sergeant 
and so on up to deputy chief 
constable level. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Constabulary has endorsed the 
circular as have many ele- 
ments in the police force, who 
want to get rid of “dead wood." 
However, there is likely to be 
resistance from rank-and-file 
officers concerned at the posst- 
bility of colleagues being vic- 
timised. There was indignation 
within the Police Federation 
over plans to “weed out" long- 
term sick officers last year. 

At present, officers in awk- 
ward cases are often offered 
early retirement on health 
grounds rather than be sub- 
jected to dismissal proceedings. 
A small number of officers who 
have been violent or dishonest 
are routinely sacked. 
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Police face . 
corruption 
allegations 


NINE POLICE officers from one 
of the most controversial London 

olice divisions are the focus of an 
investigation into widespread alle- 
gations of corruption, writes 
Terry Kirby. 

The allegations have been made 
by several people convicted or 
charged with drug offences. 

The Metropolitan Police said 
yesterday that eight officers had 
been moved to other stations from 
Stoke Newington police station in 
north-east London during an in- 
quiry by the force’s complaints in- 
vestigation bureau. A ninth officer 
facing other charges, has been sus- 
pended from duty. 

The allegations include solicit- 
ing bribes, planting drugs and en- 
couraging drug dealing over the 
past two years. Most of the allega- 
tions have been made since No- 
vember and the matter was re- 
ferred to the Police Complaints 
Authority in the past few weeks. 

A common allegation is that of- 
ficers suggested to suspected drug 
dealers that ‘they give large sums 
of money to them when arrested 
so that the total in their possession 
when charged was lowered. 

A local solicitor said: “We have 
a number of clients who have been 
convicted and are considering 
whether to make complaints 
against these officers. There is a 
clear frequency with which the 
same names of officers and tite 
same allegations are surfacing.” 
At least two of those making alle- 
gations are convicted “crack” 
dealers. 

The officers were members of a 
drugs squad trying to tackle the 
growing crack problem in the mul- 
liracial inner-city area. Most are 
detective constables or trainee de- 
tective constables. 

The investigation is being con- 
ducted by Det Supt Ian Russell, of 
Compiaints Investigation Bureau 
and supervised by William 
McCall, of the complaints author- 
ity. The Metropolitan Police said 
the eight transferred officers 
would continue with similar duties 
during the inquiry. 

The ninth officer appeared in 

court in November, charged with 
theft and VAT offences, 
MTwo Belfast students mali- 
ciously prosecuted after wrongful 
arrests, assault and false detention 
in a London police cell were 
awarded £18,000 damages at 
Wood Green County Court, north 
London. Shorna Newcombe, 23, 
was awarded £8,000-and Sean Na- 
pier, 24, £10,000. 
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Police suspected 


of drugs dealing 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


ote Metropolitan police 





officers based at a north 
London police station 
have been moved to new duties 
following allegations of police 
involvement in planting and 
g in drugs. 
A further officer from the 
same station, now suspended 
on other matters and facing 


charges, has been investigated 


over allegations that he had 
been making as much as £2,000 
a week from drugs. A senior 
member of Scotland Yard's 
anti-corruption squad has told 
@ magistrate’s court during this 
officer’s bail application that he 


?* faced serious drugs inquiries. 


Further allegations involving 
other officers attached to this 
station, apart from these nine, 
suggest that there has been fab- 
rication of evidence and plant- 
ing of drugs. 

There has been an anti-cor- 
ruption investigation, named 
Operation Jackpot and led by 
Detective Superintendent Ian 
Russell, into Stoke Newington 
police station, north London, 
since last year. It coincides with 
allegations by a woman drugs 
dealer based in the “front line” 
area of Sandringham Road that 
police officers were supplying 
her with drugs which they had 
taken off drug users and deal- 
ers in the area. The woman is 
due to stand trial later this 
year. 

Another woman, now serving 
a sentence for drugs offences, 
has also told police investiga- 
tors that she had drugs planted 
on her by police officers. A 
shake-up of the station is now 
underway. 

According to allegations 
made to the Guardian, officers 

ave: 

@ offered immunity from pros- 
ecution to drug dealers in ex- 
change for money; 


Cuntyinn 


@ given protection to drug 
dealers who were working on 
their behalf: 

@ charged drug users with pos- 
sessing smaller amounts of 
drugs than they were arrested 
with; 

® offered drugs as a reward to 
potential witnesses in a murder 
inquiry; 

® planted drugs in the car of a 
man and fabricated evidence in 
an unsuccessful attempt to con- 
vict him. 

The allegations come at the 
same time as concern has been 
expressed about other police 
stations in the area, where offi: 
cers have been accused of vio- 
lence and fabrication of 
evidence. 

The claims also come when 
the Commissioner of the Mctro- 
politan police has been making 
strenuous efforts through Scot- 
land Yard's Plus programme to 
gain the respect and coopera- 
tion of the community. 

Amongst the officers moved 
are those who are the subject of 
civil proceedings for wrongful 
arrest and false imprisonment 
and others who face investiga- 
tion by the Police Complaints 
Authority. The investigation is 
being carried out by Scotland 
Yard's anti-corruption branch, 
which is based at Tintagel 
House on the Albert Embank- 
ment. The Met has faced a num- 
ber of inquiries over the years 
into individual squads, includ- 
ing the obscene publications 
squad, the drugs squad and the 
robbery squad. 

A Scotland Yard spokesman 
sald: “As a result of an internal 
investigation following allicga- 
tions made by people convicted 
for drug dealing offences, cight 
officers from the CID at Stoke 
Newington are to be trans- 
ferred today to other stations 
until an inquiry has been com- 
pleted. None of the officers has 
been suspended. 


Details, page 2 
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Anti-corruption squad invest 





' Duncan Campbell on 
the accusations 

| levelled against 
a north London 

| police station 


= 


HE decision to move 
elght officers from 
; Stoke Newington police 
i station In north Londen 


comes at a tlme when loca] | th 


| legal groups, lawyers and mem- 
' bora of tho community have ex- 

pressed disquiet about the 
| station. 


There are three main allega- 
tons about officers who have 
worked at the station and jt is 
not # ted that these allega- 
lons relate io the elght officers 
who have been moved. The alle 
eae are: that officers have 

een involved in resctling 
drags seized on the streets: that 
officers have fabricated cvi- 
dence to win convictions: that 
officers have beaten up 


suspects. 

One of the maln allegations 
centres on a dealer who was aor- 
rested last year, She hos told 
pelice investigators that she 
was supplied with drugs by 
pollee officera and paid them 
the profits of her dealing. She 
cannot be named because she is 
due io appear for trial. 

» _A Friend of the woman, who 
also has convictions for theft 


' weighed in front of her 
by the offlcers was larger than 
that she was charged with. 

She claims she got Into trow- 
ble with the officers after soc 
ing two of them wlth her fricnil, 
a so dealer, ae after bein 
offe an op ty to 

irbehalf. 


on : 

“| told her she was wrong to 
be dealing with them and sald I 
didn't want to have anything to 
do with them,” says the wom: 


d after aren 
sho'wWas ¢ , She says o1 

doteciivo cmerged with a pias: 
tic carricr bag coatenee cnve- 
lopes, of the type ¥ used 
tae selling drugs, with drugs In 


mH. 
“[ sald: it's not me. One of 
| them sald: Who's going to be- 
Lleve you, addlct?.” 

Last August she was con: 
victed and Jailed. The judge was 
angered by her accusations 
against police officers and said 
he her consclence would 








7 f= 


trouble her. Another case gocs 
back to 1989 when a local man 
was arrested. He says he was 
beaten up in a van by officers, 
having carlicr been pointed out 
by another officer. 

He says: “They told me that [ 
didn't get enough acntence the 
last time." 


After being taken to the 
Station he was taken to his car 


eas two officcrs ign lt In 
c glove compartment. ey 

on showed him a matchbox 
conlalning cocaine and said 
they had found It there. He was 
arrested and taken to the 
station. 


evi 

The man is now suing for 
wrongful arrest, false lmprison- 
ment, and assault. 


laken place locally. According 
io the two men, one offi- 
cer said: “tf you help us we'll 


we'll drop your robbery 


c 5 
The following day the two 
young men were arrested and 
taken to the police atation. 
There they were told that the 
police teHeved they had been 
acting as fook-outs for the mur- 
derer, No charges were ever 
brought agains: them. 

A further case Involving offi- 
cers at Stoke Newington ls the 


. | subject of a civil action for as- 


sault, false Imprisonment, and 
mallctous prosecution. It 
results from the prosecution of 
iwo young men for an alleged 
in July 1990. Both 
were cleared by a jury afier 
saying that the officers had fab- 
ricaied the evidence t 
them. Before giving evidence, 
two officers in the case asked to 
be cautioned. 
Yesterday Graham Smith, 
secretary of the Hackney Com- 
manly Defence Association, 


There should bo a full, indepen- 
dent public Inquiry.” Ho sald 
that people who had protested 
thelr Innocence but been con- 
victed in cases seat a of- 
fiecra should have thelr cases 
reviewed. 

The areo already has an un- 
welcome reputation for polic: 
ing. Seven officers from City 
Road police station were dis- 
™m from the force Jast ycar 
afier the violent beatlng up of 
Gary Siretch, a window 


oe OO SS Le. 


igating allegations of beatings, fabricated evidence, officers reselling seized drugs 


Disquiet dogs community police station 
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Stoke Newington police atation .. . cight officers have been transferred, but public disquiet continges «= Hotoanarit sean smine 
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BRIBES PROBE 
LICE MOVED 





PO 


A PROBE into alleged 
drug-dealing and brib-, 
ery involving cight 
Stoke Newington poli- 
cemen has been laun- 
ched in the same week 
as two brothers won 





Officers transfer to other stations 


stations while a top-level 
investigation is cammed out 
by Scotland Yard's own tn- 


temal investigation depart- 
L 


offences involving VAT. 

A Scoland Yard spokesman 
said; “Ae 6 result of an internal in- 
vestigation, foll allegations 
made by e convicted of drug: 
dealing offences, cight edllicers 


ginecring firm in Hackney. 
Obey weit taken to Sioke New- 
ington police sition by officen 
fram the Tactical Support Group 


theis lawyer described a9 “a degrad- 
ing avd humiliating ordeal.” se 
A ¢ of possessing cannabe 
was eel iad Michae) Wai- 
hina, 27, alter the arrcat in 1987, 


which lasted five days. 


pote-buill police station. sta- 
i opened in July 1990 by 
Met Police Commis ree: Sir Pe- 
tet Imbert. " r 
The old station had a history 
coniraverty, including the infa- 


; i to be 
substanial damages It follows cxmplains made over en ct et sun an 
_ . the last few weeks by several ry hes bern completed. 
after being subjected to e, some of them convicied gar Sencha 
sirip searches at the sta- crack dealers and cther accused of Nore OT hey wi ep 
tion. pg he of the officers involved 19 tocarry out their normal duucs. 


i above the rank of sergeant, Some 

Attempts to wipe out the diver snd ae 8 
formed officers. 

A nmuh deicctive, who ha: teen 


tamis history of the st 
lice on sulfered a set- 


were transferred io other 
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the Mctrogulitan Holice after they C 
i nd £10,000 cx : 
ck as the eight officers supenie, epee et Iran tir mk a's meulwont the High Coon wet Un heing 


Ele was awarded £2,000 foe false  @ Chief Suja 


F : : charge af Stuke Newington, was ut- 
£26,200 in the Hligh Court against imprsunmend, Warp deisaor ovailable for cxrsmnent ae the Gea- 


ary damages at = tlle «went {0 press yevierday 


It comes just days alter two bro — bruvk Csown Court. rou death 
thera were awarded a tolel of 


riday} moming. 


Borough to be carved up 


into new police sectors 


AREAS of Hackney are to become 
mini-constabularies, cach with its 
own police force, under radical new 
plans for secior policing. 

Upholding law end onder will underge a re- 
volution when the ee whole 
of the Metropolitan area is inunduced 
nexi year, Ileckney’s Police Community Con- 
sulitive Group was told a1 its meeting fest 


The two police division: which present! 
cover the estat will be divided up inte wnal- 





“Met sectors, cach with its own inspector and a 


tern of officers wha will be responsible for 
round-the-clock policing of their designate! 


“It is the biggen change in the nyle of poli- 
cing in over 100 years because it will a eg 
the thift system,” sad Inep Voward Back, 
from Ilackney police. 

“It won't increaie the m . but it is 
hopes! it will make bewer use of what we al: 
ready have.” 

Scoland Yard want to replace the outdated 
shift system. They say the problem with police 





patrolling throughoul a division is that local 
people find it difficult to identify with any 
group of officers. 

And it is wasteful of manpower becouse 4 
quarts of officers are on duty at limes like the 
carly moming when fewer police are needed. 

Also the rigid shif) pattern meana police 
can‘) react lo demands when large numbers 
are desperately needed at short notice. 

"Secior policing will bencfil the local com- 
munity because it will make the police more 
accountable,” added Insp lack. ; 

"Every day the local community will be 


able to see the seme icam of officers policing 
thei patch and they will he shie to discuss oom: 
tems and protlema with the in for that 
sector, who in a sense is theis chief constable. 
In wim, be will be able to lisive wt loca) level 
with the various agencies.” 

Police in buth Viackney's divisions are etl 
drawing up their proposals for sector boundar: 
ica. They have lo ensure thet ey have suffi: 
Gent officer Wo cover a rector 24 hour o day 
and provide emergency cover for other sectors 
while taking into account officers’ leave, tick: 
ness, CUNT appearances and Lraining. 


Crack dealers crop up in 
ever-increasing numbers 


HACKNEY has became the sow: 
away crack capita) of London as 
drugs harons move in ta cream off 
easy profits from addicts and scl up 
far-reaching supply lines. 

Up w 6 quarter of all creck sei: 
zuset and airects within London 
take place on the borough's streets, 
worrying new police figures re- 
icated caclutively to the Gazette re- 
veal. 

Drugs officers grebbrd nearly 
twice as much crock Leil year 04 in 
1990 and made viatually double the 
number of amete for posscision 
and Ucaling, 

Rut while there ate headline- 
catching successes, like the raid om 
a ¢rack “feciory™ in a fonified 
council fist fast January, officers 
admil they're only aceing “the tp 
ef the iceberg” a6 dealers disappear 
inte pafe houses. 

Drug: offices mate more than 
100 separate seizueca of crack and 
more than 100 related arretis in 
east London Jat year, up from 
about 60 in 1900, and the veal ma- 
jority took place in Hackney, There 
were more then 400 crack seizures 
in Lemdan. 

Insp Anhur Schafer, head of the 
recenily-formed 22-ttrang Sirect 


Offences Drugs Unit based at 
Stoke Newington station, admitied: 
“There's been a large increase and 


the greater wal within 
the borough beaais, 

“Crack is the drug of the day, 
and for Stoke Newington there's a 

jcula¢ problem, fl's mot to say 
residents are dealers or takers, 
ople come bem because they 
Law where the supply is,” he ex 
Plaines. 
Attracted 

Atimcted by the prospect of cacy 
profits by sciling a small rock of 
creck for £30 «2 time, mote end 
tore peuple are becoming dcalere, 
mosily as individuals of in amall 
groups rather than in organised tyn: 
dicaics. 

"i'n a omtinuias batile and it's 
difficult to know whehes we are 
lowching “the iceberg.’ For caam- 
pie. apen dealing in Sandringham 

ad has declined dramatically, 
but this has ae ee spre 

~ making our job more difli- 
sincera Inep Schafer. 

Ile appealed fot anyone whe 
knew of suipecial anyone of deal: 
ing Ww ring the unit's confidential 
hotine on UTL 485 7164. 


@ This lethal machete held by Supt Gary Miller was one of tha weapons handed in during 
City Road nick's buves amacsty. 
do bul carrying knives can end up 


having tragic consequences for thera 
doa Deepa be sald: 


ORE than 20 knives, including a Dering the Landon-wide sis-week 
ce tethal-looking nnee. were Bln Your Biade delve, as well as the 
“hinaed™ during an amnesty af City = 20 knives handed In of Cliy Rosd, and other 





Tanlel=L=4a at persusd- = three knives and a meat cleaver ere “We atk parents tp be on their 
a mM n = st y ete rene reer carrplag — binned at Sloke Newington nick and = guard against young peuple carrying 
a j Weapons. another three knives and a machele = knlves. And we repeat thai no one 
b Fl i Q 5 in Seotiand Yard’a campalgn follows =a Hackney police dathon, should go cul oe to the street carry: 

ae TF the stabbing of East End copper Jim And this werk Clty Road's top — ing Lhese weapens. : 
cl slice Morrison, based at Leman Street cop, Supt Gary Miller, spptaled to The arsenal of weapons binned 2 
F | nick, who was knifed to death while parents to waich oul for thelr hide §=6Clty Road, rami Pay 1%-lnch pal 
t lif . trying to grab a bag thief in central lng knives. chete and deadly fick-holves, © 
0 LS Landon. “They think H ks just a bitofbrava- now be destroyed. 


Via? Ps 
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Stoke Newington police are 
fighting crack crime against 
a background of rumours 
and corruption claims. 
CAROLINE DAVIES reports 











THE LARGE, open-plan ADH Ad at 
t 


London’s biggest 
station {a se t 


huge glass windows. 
You can see stralght through into the 
new £9 milllon Stoke Newington statlon 


— and you're meant to. 


“We are wide open, completely on view. And that 
is deliberate,” says Chief Superintendent Roy 
Clark, who Is running one of the 


divisions in Britain. 


The Idea was to exorcise the ghosts — the police 
call them myths — of alieged brutality, suspicious 
deaths and corruption that haunted the previous 


station, now demolished, on the same site. Above: the new 

But despite designer planning and all the psy- Stoke Newington 
thology attached, Stoke Newington is once more olice station 
danger of being talnted. wiiere tile Wack 

Eight officers — from both CID and uniform — plate class me 
have just been moved to other stations untl) an in- windows symbolise | 
quiry has been completed pending inquiries into adeterminationta —- 
ssa that police planted, dealt in and resold exarcise the myths. 


RS, 

‘The relocation of the eight, following the com Le 

nencement of an Internal fel oat is controversial 
efo 


ind has split opinion with 


where they stage srikger torch-lit marches to com- 


nemorate the dea 
Holence. 


Monerville, who 
ree. allegedly suffered a 
Ry at lb gpl fer [ld pte dear ag foptel a 
Fite omtiateeuice sentiment san custody. Far left: 
of alleged victims of pollce Colin Roach, who 
committed suicide 


rial. 

The charges agalnst pol- 
ce are being investigated 
YY Detectlve Sergeant Ian 
tussell under the anti- 
orruption Operation Jack- 
ot The inquiry has been 
unning slnce November 


=== the ghosts who 
won't go away 


1quiry must have come as 
blow to Chief Supt Clark, 
high-flying career man 
ho at 44 looks set to be- 
ime Commander soon. 
Attempting to hold ta- 
other a division in an arco 
fe with drugs, prastltutlon 
id racial tension, it was 
19 last thing he needed, 
No matter the eventual 
ltcome of the Inquiry, the 
ry fact there should have 
en a need for one reflects 
this force once again with 
e aslnister reputation tt 


as desperately trying to 
ied. 


The drugs allegations 
uid contaminate a force 
ying to beat the barpest 
aler problem in London. 
‘ack can be found In abun: 
nce, and dealers from all 
er London congregate on 
ndringham Road to seil 
elr wares. “Until five or 
¢ years ago Sandringham 
md wag ihe best part of 
if-a-mile of end-to-end 
pues said Chief Supt 
ark. 


‘Over the years, because 
good police work, ft has 
an eroded so lt now exists 
8 bit of pavement 50 
rds long. They stand 
tund on the pavement, 
y¥ come from all over 
ndon and they sell crack. 
ey have in thelr hands 
¥ bits of silver full wlth 
all of rocks of crack. 

They are not going to 


urpose-bullt police 
from the street by 


toughest police 








stand on the pavement with 
& huge tray with 60 rolls of 
crack and a till In front of 
them, s0 they keep the tiny 
rocks in their hands, Then, 
when they see a huge (preat 
white man coming at them 

they know It's a cop, and 
ihey just drop the foll on to 
the pround. You can't get 
within 100 yards of them 
without belng spotted. 

“Sandringham Road has a 
folktore memory for drugs. 
lf you want a prostitute you 
know to go to Amherst 
Road, If you want drugs you 
eo to Sandringham Road. 

at we have to do ls wipe 
out that folk memory.” 

That ls extremely difficult 
when the very officers 
charged wlth doing so find 
themselves at the centre of a 


ft: Trevor 


ae ee 


scondal. They have now 
changed tactics, increasing 
uniform deterrent and cut- 
ling down undercover CJD 
operations That Ig not, the 
Chief Supt siresses, a result 
of Operation Jackpot. 

“It ls Important that these 
allegations are put Into per- 
spective. They have been 
made by peonte who are, on 
the whole, self-confessed 
dealers in drugs. 

“They have been made 
against the very group of of: 
ficers tasked to deal with 
them. Clearly they are scri- 
ous alfegations and must be 
fully investigated. But ot the 
moment they are only alle- 
gations and untt!l the in- 
quiry is complete will re- 
main so. it could well be 
they will be exonerated at 
the end of the day.” 

The Hackney Communit 
Defence Assocjatlon, whic 
campaigns on behalf of peo- 
pie wrongly charged, Is call- 
ng for a public inquiry. 

Other cases involving the 
old Stoke Newlngton station 
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Include Colin Roach, who 
committed suicide there and 
Trevor Monerville, who suf- 
fered an ailcped clot on the 
brain while in police 
custinly. 

The storming of the sta- 
tton by furlous Kurds shout: 
Ing accusations of brutallty, 
the recent event where an 
Asian man manaped to stab 
his wife to death Inside the 
station and at least 10 cases 
last year where people are 
pressing for wrongful im- 
prisonment compensation 
add more fuel to the 
controversy, 

Chtef Supt Clark sighs. 
“Myths, that's what thoy 
are. In none of ihese cases 
have the pollce been found 
to have had any major fault. 
But because of the sort of 
palice involvement we have 

ere, there have been some 
significant events. They are 
now ingrained In the mem- 
ortes of the people and the 
median who forget the facts of 
those cases. 

“There ore those who will 


STAID ARO 











38 
td 


Ta 
Wy 


aie, 


or 
i 


ore gl 
= et 































add these recent allegations 


to a long and I-founded list 
of confirmed mythical Inci- 
dents which, they insist, 
build up evklence of polloe 
wronpgdolny.” 


Innocent untll proven 
guilty, he states, and to that 
end has taken active steps to 
quash rumours rife In the 
station. 


“T believe in confrontation 
= rumour control. 1 arrive 
early to catch the carly shift 
ad stay late. I talk to ihem 
all and that js the best 
approach. 


“And [ have to say thelr at- 
titude Is positive, Clearly of: 
ficers resent the microscope 
under which they have been 
pee But they almost redow- 

le their efforts to continue 
the work which saw our fig- 
ures for solving crimes rise 
by 4 per cent Inst year.” 


Meanwhile the inquiry 
continucs, ihe men remain 
In theJr new posits and Stoke 
Newlngton braces liself for 
the backlash, 


he Ce 2. 
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Buad in Stok 
horn London, when eight fellow offi: 
cers were alleged to 
Yolved In ue dealing and bribery. 
BOCs officers hav 
tranaferred io other police atin 
¥hilq an inveulgalign i cerzled :out s 


DRUG QUIZ COP. 
LS HIMSELF 


E Sergeant Gerry Carroll Kel ed | 


fer being ordered to provide | 


Information sbout @z call 
accused of peddling drugs pies 


Carroll, 46, 
through ihe ck het himself. 


Je war custod 


ead In a 


¥ officer with the 
e Newington, 


ave been In: 


fz 





MP calls for judicial inquiry into 
police drug dealing claims 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 





LABOUR MP yesterday 

called for the Home Secre- 
tary to set up a judicial inquiry 
into allegations of corruption at 
an east London police station. 

The call comes in the wake of 
‘tthe transfer of eight officers 
from Stoke Newington police 
station following allegations by 
people convicted of drugs 
offences. 

Brian Sedgemore, Labour MP 
for Hackney South, tabled an 
early day motion in which he 
alleged that a number of offi- 
cers at Stoke Newington had 
been “engaged in drug traffick- 
ing and perverting the course of 
justice". The motion adds that 


CUNDIOA 


“officers have made a mockery 
of the way in which Hackney 
council has co-operated with 
the police to get rid of drug 
dealing in Sandringham Road 
(known locally as the Front 
Line)”. 

Last week, Scotland Yard 
confirmed that an investigation 
into allegations about drugs 
and fabrication of evidence has 


been underway at Stoke New- 


ington since last year. 

Eight officers were trans- 
ferred to other police stations. 
None were suspended. A ninth 
officer faces two criminal 
charges not connected with 
drugs. The inquiry is continuing. 

Senior officers at the station 
yesterday said many of the alle- 
gations had been made by self- 
confessed drug dealers. 
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PROBE ORDERED 


Eight officers transferred as top 


SCOTLAND Yard Is investigating allegations of 
widespread corruption among police officers = 
including the running of a drug-dealing network 
which is said to have made one officer as much as 


level inquiry gets under way 


£2,000 a week. 


The investigation, by tha 
Yard's Complaints Investiga- 
tions Bureau (CIB) Into nonh 
London’s Stoke Newington 
polica station CID, has also 
ralsed the question of whether 

lice officers have been sys- 
emalically ‘fitting up’ innocent 
people (many of them Black) by 

lanting drugs to gain convic- 
ns 


Top lavel meetings have 
been held at Scotland Yard to 
discuss the situation, and 
prompted the transter last waek 
of aight olficars from the station 
while the investigation is under 


gb 
other officer being investi- 
gated has already been 
suspended in relation to other 
charges. 

MP Diane Abbot, whose con: 
stituency includes Stoke 
Nawington, has called for an 
independent Inquiry. She said: 
“Drugs are a very Serious prob- 
lam and, going by the letters | 


Voice 





By Heenan Bhatti 


receive, are of great concern to 
my constituents.” 

She added: “If police officers 
have been involved it's extreme- 
ly worrying. | would certainly call 
lor an independant inquiry. 


Legal 


The allegations come trom 
two women. One, a cup dealer 
who cannot be named for legal 
reasons, claims she sold drugs 
on behalf of police officers 
based at the station. 

The other, Ida Oderinde, 31 - 
who fs presently serving a four- 
yeas sentence - claims she was 
ited up on a drug charge alter 
she relused to sell drugs for 

lice officers. The CIB have 
nterviewed the two women. 

Oderinde, a mother of 
three, told The Voice: “One of 
my children is a one-year-old 
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IDA ODERINDE: Ciaims she 
was fitted up by the police, 


and doesn't even remember 
ine any mura. | shouldn't be in 
here. if t had done something 
wrong / would accept my sen- 
fence — but i haven't.” 

Graham Smith of Hackney 
oun Delence Associa- 
tion (HCDA), a focal group 
which takes up cases of people 
who claim to have bean fitted up. 
by the police, said: “The allega- 
tions do mot surprise us. 
Hackney police seem still rooted 
in the 1970s mode of poten: 
The reforms of the 1980s seem 
to have passed them by." 





DuncanCampbell Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 
OLICE manpower is to be 
moved away from head- 
| quarters and into local 
' divisions in a response to the 
| public's desire to sce more offi- 
cers on the street, according to 
| the Metropolitan Police's five- 
| year strategy unveiled in Lon- 
' don yesterday. 

The intention, said John 
Smith, deputy commissioner, 
launching the document, was to 

establish community-based 
“sector policing’ as the corner- 
stone for the next five years. 

At present, between 1,000 and 
2,000 of the Metropolitan 
police's 29,000 officers are on 

4 the street at any one time. 

Mr Smith said that the docu- 
ment, Corporate Strategy 1992/ 
93 te 1996/97, was “more than 
just a fancy title or a wish-list 
for the future.” It was the result 
of much public consultation. 

The document sets out as 

priorities: 

@ Reduction of crime through 
partnership with other agen- 
cies, such as local authorities: 
@ Increased support for “vul- 
nerable groups’ such as the 
victims of domestic violence, 
child abuse, rape and racial 
harassment; 

i Reduction of “unwarranted” 
fear of crime; 





C OR 


\Met to put more 
| 





bobbies on beat 


@ Improvement of collection 
and presentation of police 
evidence; 

® Improvement of perfor- 
mance in detecting crimes such 
as burglary, strect robbery and 
motoring offences. 

The document says that, over 
the past 10 years, fear of crime 
had increased considerably and 
the public wants to see patrol- 
ling officers. Extra manpower 
would be moved from head- 
quarters into local divisions. 
More civilians would be em- 
pioyed for administrative jobs, 

creasing operational 
manpower. 

After “a number of well-pub- 
licised cases" research was 
being carried out into the gar- 
nering of evidence, and training 
would be redesigned 
accordingly. 

“More sophisticated police 
promotion systems” would be 
introduced in response to criti- 
cism that some talented officers 
do not move up the ladder fast 
enough. 

Mr Smuth said another prior- 
ity would be more officers from 
ethnic minorities, though he 
said he was heartened by 
recent recruitment which took 
the number to 556, 

There are 28,793 officers in 
the Metropolitan police and 
16,501 civilian staff. The total 
budget annual budget is £1.63 
billion. 
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“TV crew attacked while filming in drug dealing area 
: A TV crew filming in Sandring- caused £13,000 worth of damage Det Sgt Tony Stecl, of Stoke 
ham Road, Dalston, for a report to arecording van Newington CID, sald the crew had 
| on allegations of drug dealing The crew was filming the notor- just finished filming outside the 
| against Stoke Newington pollce fous centre of focal drug dealing Jerk Chicken Bar in Sandringham 
were attacked and robbed by a for a news report on allegations Road when a member of the pub- 
| crowd on Monday afternoon. that elpght corrupt Stoke Newing- Ile came over and demanded. the 
| Men hanging around the street ton officers had dealt in drugs and 
beat up the mes TY crew, stole the major internal police probe 
£5,000 worth of equipment and = which fs now under way. 












ance money” and began jumping 
up and down on the camera. At 
lcast seven other men ran up and 
started taking equipment from the 
van before the terrified crew man- 
aged to climb back aboard and 
drive off. Detectives charged one 
man with robbery and criminal 
damage. 







t. 
When this was refused, he pro- 
duced a knife, demanded “appear- 








| Nine arrested | 
in drugs raid 


DRUGS squad officers from Stoke 
Newington arrested nine people in a 
raid on a takeaway food shop in 
Sandringham Road, Dalston, yester- 
gy ado ) morning. 

he surprise swoop on the pre- 
mises in an area known locally as the 
Front Line comes amid a probe into 
alleged bribery and drug dealing in- 
volving eight policemen from Stoke 
Newington station. They were trans- 
ferred to other stations last week. 

Over 150 rocks of crack along with 
cannabis were selzed after the drugs 
bust on the Jerk Chicken in Sandring- 
ham Road, 

Chief Supt Roy Clark sald: “It isa 
result of our ongoing operation to 
‘| stamp out drug cealing In the area.” 
| @ Top cop raps MP — back page. 7 























_MP rapped 


over police 


STOKE Newington's top cop sent a 
hard-hitting message to Hackney MP 
Brian Sedgemore this week, remind- 
ing him that the eight officers in- 
volved in an alleged drugs and 
bribery probe at his station are inno- 
cent until proven guilty. 

Chief Supt Roy Clark accused the former 
barrister ne pre-judging the outcome of the 
Scotland Yard investigation after the Labour 
MP condemned the officers as “nasty, vile and 
corrupt” in a House of Commons motion 
which called for the Home Secretary to set up 
a judicial inquiry. 

It follows the transfer of cight officers to 
other police stations after allegations by 
people convicted of drug offences that officers 

tanted, dealt in and resold illegal drugs. None 
have been suspended 

In the early day motion the MP alleges offi- 
cers had been “engaged in trafficking drugs 
and perverting the course of justice.” 


probe 


And the MP accuses Chief Supt Clark of 
misleading him as to the size of the problem 
as a result of being duped by his own men. 

This week Chief Supt Clark said he was “ap- 
palled and amazed” at the MP's motion. 

“I’m amazed that an MP who is a trained 
barrister can pre-judge an issue and call offi- 
cers ‘nasty, vile and corrupt’ on the strength of 
allegations alone,” he said. 

“I do not feel I have been duped by my po- 
lice officers. It is important these allegations 
are pul in perspective. They are being made by 
people, on the whole, who are self-confessed 
drug dealers. At the moment they are only alle- 
gations. It could well be that they are exonera- 
ted at the end of the day.” 


Police seize heroin during 
swoop on clothing factory 


DETECTIVES netted heroin with a street value of over 
£150,000 and made eight arresis In a rald on a Hackney 


clothing fact 


The rald on the third-Noor factory in Tudor Road, off 
Mare Street, came as a result of surveillance and Inteltt- 
gence work by Hackney detectives. A total of 1.5 klilo- 
grammes of heroin was seized in the raid. 

Two ten appeared at Old Sirect Magistrates Court on 
Saturday charged with conspiracy to supply heroin. Six 
other men who were charged, including two from Hackney 
and two from Tower Hamicts, have been released on police 


bail. 
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Thirty officers 





er me 


are named as group 


seeks judicial inquiry into policing 


| Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


CALL for a full judicial 
| inquiry into policing in 
an area of east London 


_was made yesterday by a com- 
‘munity group, which named 30 
‘officers as being allegedly in- 
| Volved in malpractice. 

The call — which echoes one 
made by Brian Sedgemore, 
_ Labour MP for Hackney South 
'and Shoreditch, in the Com- 
' mons on Monday — comes dur- 
_ing a police investigation into 
‘what senior Scotland Yard 

sources have described as “the 
most serious corruption allega- 
tions for 20 years”. 

Last week, eight officers were 
moved from Stoke Newington 
police station following allega- 
tions regarding involvement 
with drug dealers in the area. A 
ninth officer faces serious 














charges concerning VAT fraud 
and theft. 

Yesterday Martin Walker, of 
the Hackney Community De- 
fence Association, a local legal 
campaigning group, said “the 
situation in Hackney is com- 
pletely and utterly out of con- 
trol’. He said the inquiry 
should not confine itself to alle- 
gations concerning the officers 
at Stoke Newington but should 
include allegations of assaults 
by officers attached to Hackney 
and City Road police stations. 

Four men, who said they had 
experienced violence at the 
hands of local police officers 
and who are in the process of 
taking civil actions against the 
police, were present at a press 
conference in Hackney. A total 
of 25 civil actions have now 
been initiated against officers 
from the three stations. 

Rudolph Hawkins, a former 
bricklayer, said he had been so 


C UAROIAN 


severely truncheoned by offi- 
cers that he had suffered seri- 
ous head injuries and a broken 
hand. “F used to be a brick- 
layer,” he said. “I can never lay 
another brick. They've de- 
stroyed my career and my life.” 

Rafael Joseph, aged 50, 
claimed he was so badly beaten 
up after being stopped on his 
motorcycle going the wrong 
way down a one-way street that 
he had to be taken to hospital 
unconscious. “My life is differ- 
ent from the life [ used to lead,” 
said Mr Joseph, who broke 
down during the press 
conference. 

Michael Lavery and Jeffrey 
Eaton, who were both cleared 
of grievous and actual bodily 
harm charges against the police 
at the Inner London crown 
court last year, both criticised 
the police, whom they are suing 
for malicious prosecution, as- 
sault and wrongful arrest. They 


ne eke A 


claim they were assaulted at 
the time of their arrest, in the 
police van and in the cells. “We 
are gutted about what has hap- 
pened to us,” Mr Heaton said. 

Scotland Yard stresses that: 
the Stoke Newington allega- 
tions have not been proved. 
Senior officers say they will 
“move heaven and earth” to. 
deal with corruption should 
there be evidence of it. The 
Police Complaints Authority is 
supervising the inquiry. 

On Monday, Mr Sedgemore 
accused officers at Stoke New- 
ington of corruption in a Com- 
mons early day motion. Local 
senior officers say they were 
“appalled and amazed” by this. 

Yesterday a spokeswoman 
for the police in the area said: 
“As far as the allegations are 
concerned, they are still purcly 
allegations.” It would be wrong 
to comment on cases which are 
the subject of litigation. 
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OPARA: Forced to give up work as an electrician as a result of 
his injury. 








Kicking victim sues police - 
and wins the case and £20,000 


A MAN who turned down an offer of £25,000 by the Com- 
missioner of Police for being beaten up by two officers 
has been awarded nearly £20,000 by a jury. 


Eze Opara, 24, had left a 
party in Hackney, north Lon- 
don, in the early hours of the 
morming of August 10, 1986, 
when he was arrested. 

But once he was in the 
police van the arresting olfi- 
cers, PC Dean Dwyer and 
PC David Percival, kicked 
him about the head and 
face, leaving him with 
severa damage to his left 
eye. 

He was then taken to 
Stoke Newington police sta- 
tion and charged with 
carrying an offensive 
weapon and malicious 
assault to a policeman. 

A year later a jury found 
Opara, from Kilburn, north 
London, not guilty of both 
charges. 

II 


Voice 


By Stephen Bulgin 





He then sued the police 
for unlawful arrest, false 
imprisonment and malicious 
prosecution, and won the 
case last week at Westmin- 
ster Crown Court. 


Night 


In {he middle of the three- 
day case, the Commissioner 
of Police offered Opara 
£25,000 through his coun- 
sel, but Opara ratused. 

Judge Harris said that on 
the night of the arrest, PCs 
“Dwyer and Percival went to 


oe eas 


lhe canteen and put their 
heads together and wrote 
out the statement.” There 
was also a long delay in 
bringing the case to court. 

“It iS mot good for the 
unfortunate plaintiif,” the 
judge added. 

Opara was forced to 
give up his work as an 
electrician because of the 
damage to his eye. 

“| don't mind the money 
being less than the first 
offer,” he said alter his victo- 
ry. “It is the principle that 
counts - my name has been 
cleared. 

“The money is peanuts, 
but it’s an acknowledgement 
by the courts that the police 
are wrong. | am particularly 
pleased that | look them to 
coun and won, even though 
ihe burden of proof was on 
me.” 
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STOKE NEWINGTON: The community claims the streets arent sale 





The Metropolitan police have launched 
a massive investigation into allegations 
of widespread corruption at one 
of London’s biggest police stations. 
Heenan Bhatti reports 


aul Scott was stcpped lice 

officers while he was driving In 

north London last August He 

was taken to Stoke Newington 

pollce station where he was 
charged with possession of crack Scott 
sald the drug had been planted on him at 
the police station. 

It was thal sgl asfest a fight 
broke oul which ended Scott, 30, being 
badly beaten about the head. He was 
rolerred ta north London's Moorfields Eye 


injurlas. sustained by police officers 
included a lender middia finger and a bruised 
back hand. One officer complained that he 
had sculied his shoes. 
Scott's account was supported by an 
Independant witness who responded to a 


ef appeal. 

Poecott who spent five months awaiting tral, 

was acquitted last month. He now plans to 

sue the police. 
He said: “The police in the area are 

oe te oO eee arene 


suppHad 
network in the area, hiving olf irom 


made as much as £2,000 per week. It is also 
allaged thal EM jystormatcaiy planted 


se henaticns h ted th 
the a 2 heve promp 2 
transfer of efght officers to other stations 
the aints 


: 


Jackpot’. None of those transformed have 
been suspended. eee 
Another officer under Invastigation has 
been suspended and Is currently facing 
arges conceming VAT fraud and iheft. 
Head of Stoha Newington Police Chief 
Superintendent Foy Clark, in ihe one 
interview he has grven since the scandal 
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RENNIE KINGSLEY: Spent four months in 


broke. saki: “At tha moment thay ara onl 
wlegations, and until the Inqui over 
remain so. I! could well be that they are 
exonaraled.” 

The sensational allegations come from 
two women. One Is a drug daaler, who 
cannot be named for legal reasons, who 
all = ochag wel lor police officers. 

other, Kda nde, 31, a mother of 
three, alleges she was ‘fitied-up’ after she 
was approached by another dealer who 





THE FROATLINE: here 
ptcers ara on fine foolosut fot 








IDA ODERINGE: Accused police of 
eorrupiion 
early day motion in the House of Commons 
accused Chiel Superintendent Clark ol 
"baing duped by !s own officars”. 

The araa where the drug natwork is said ta 


have operated Is the notonous Sandringham 
eral ‘trontina’ ataa of Hackney, east 


Suspicion 

Tha inquiry leads to ihe Gon thal 
certain Sioke Nawington police officers have 
been operating as an uncontrolled ‘force 
within a lores", 

The flawed investigations of one officer, 
who is among tha eighl wha have been 
tanslened, ware exposed in court and led to 
soma extaordinary testimonies. 

In three separate cases involving ‘lit-ups’, 
we all those charged were acquitted, the 
olficer: 

@iook the unusual slop of asking for a 
‘caution’ In court, which means he could 
absiain from answering any questions which 
ey have implicated tum; 

was told by a judge three times to re- 
considar sated a answers he gave in court 
alla he was contradicting ntary 
oof; 
me said ha saw a youth— whoclaimed he 
ore he are on 
cnigee She org nen eee 


Graham Smith of the Hackney Defence 
Association {HCDA)} — a focal group which 
helps people who lo have ‘fitted 

po alae dade thomsen Lh —cab 


cases whore there are caimns 
of a fil-up. 
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a black scientist were 
each jailed for two 
years yesterday. 

Judge Geoffrey Rivlin also or- 
dered ex-PC Mark Irvine, 28, 
and PC Barry Rankin, 25, to pay 
£500 compensation each to their 
victim, Emannuel Ziregbe. 

The two off-duty officers at- 
tacked Mr Ziregbe, who was 
working as a minicab driver, as 
they left a west London pub 
after a stag night celebration, 
Soutwere crown court was 

old, 

Sentencing the pair, the judge 
said: “Crimes by serving police 
against the very people they 
have undertaken to protect are 
always serious matters.” Coun- 
sel for both men said they had 
destroyed promising careers 
for “five minutes of lunacy”. 

The two men were convicted 
of causing Mr Ziregbe, from 
Isleworth, west London, actual 
bodily harm. The jury, which 
took nearly 10 hours to reach 
its verdicts, acquitted a third of. 
ficer, Simon Birch, 30, of a simi- 
lar charge. It failed to reach a 
verdict in the case of a fourth 
officer, who now faces a retrial. 

The incident happened last 
August when the four left a 
Hammersmith pub. The men 
approached Mr Ziregbe and 
asked him to take them to an 
Indian restaurant. He quoted a 
fare of £2.50 but when the men 
asked if he could take five pas- 





WO policemen who beat 
up and racially abused 


PCs jailed 
| for attack 
on driver 








Sengers, he put the price up to 
£4 as he might be stopped by 
the police and was only insured 
to carry four. When told that 
they were police officers, he 
refused to take them. 

Mr Ziregbe, 37, had told the 
court: “I heard something 
about spade bastard then the 
one with the glasses (Mr Irvine) 
turned to face me and said: 
‘Black bastard’. I felt why 
Should I be subjected to such 
abuse because I refused to take 
them. I said ‘You bastard’ as 
well. I saw the guy with the 
glasses walking towards me. I 
thought he was going to give 
me verbal abuse. [In three quick 
Steps he grabbed hold of my T- 
shirt and head-butted me. [ was 
Stunned.” Moments later, he 
said, Mr Irvine butted him 
again. 

Later, as he was being led 
away, PC Rankin and Mr Irvine 
attacked him once more, 
punching, beating and kicking 
him. “I thought they were going 
to kill me,” said Mr Ziregbe, 
who was not in court yesterda y. 

The court was told that Mr 
Irvine, from Belfast, had left 
the police to study law at Lon- 
don University. Michael Board: 
man, for Mr Irvine, said that he 
had been of exemplary charac- 
ter. Nicholas Price, for PC Ran- 
kin, of Hayes, Middlesex, said 
his wife had left him on the day 
of the attack. Since then they 
had been reconciled and she 
was expecting their first baby. 
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g of 
and malpractice. 


separate privales prosecutions 


for wrongful arrest, false imprisonm 
and malicious cuter, 
lkeged he wes belies up by 


1986, was awarded nearly £20; 
jory at Weasninster Crown Court. 


* Hackney Community Defenon Association wants an 
invertigetion into allegsiions of assaults 


and. Wegal arrests by officers at Road, fiacknry 
and § secwiniier rade like the iaciuisy 
cartied out by Lord into the 


At s prest conference on Fridey, an 
A spokesperson said there were 25 
being Laken 


et against orticems from the three ga- 
Also af the press confermnee were EHox- 


Lan week 4 man who tued the police 
cm 


alables baced ot Stoke Newin Oe in 
ya 


by MARK GOULD 


Two weeks ago cight officers from 
Stoke Newington were transferred io 
police stations as Scotland Yard's 
intemal affairs officers continued a 10- 
reonth investigation = codenamed Oper- 
tion Jackpot = into allegations thet junior 
detectives dealt in drugs and took brabee. 
A ninth officer faces serious theft and 
VAT fraud charges after investigations 
Customs and Excise officers and fcl- 
lew police officers in Hackney. 


f Hackney and City Road 
Chief 


¢ a1 Stoke Newington, both rejec- 
ted calls for a judical review. 





Drug squad 


‘arrest 13 in 
double raid 
- on dealers 


f 
| 
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DRUG squad officers [tom Stoke 
Newington seized nearly 400 rocks 
of crack with a stccct value of 
£10,000 in iwo days of raids on one 
ie food shop on Dalsion's “Front 


Oe 
In the first raid on the Jerk Chicken in Sand: 


ringham Roed lest Thursday, nine Were 
arresiod and more than 140 of crack 
were seizexi, 


The same team of detectives made another 
swoop on the abop leas than 24 hours later end 
heir four more people and seized 200 


tocke of creck. 
Of the 13 people erresied in the lwo-day 
four have been charged with drug 


ences. 
“In terms of scizures, these are the best re- 
tults wo have had,” Chief Insp Deve Hudson 
out 
He said the raids were part of a continuing 
par ae aut drugs in Sandringham 
Chic hee long bane a/tecce fox dees 
Jers and buyen. 
"la the short term, this sort of enforcement 


_ Boys in blue get a 
~ visit from the men 


going lo continue. In the longer term we and : 
nthe problem aut of € 


Ia 
the council want to desig 
the area,” Chief (nop Hudloun added. 


Negotistions are still going on la ret up a E 
*police shop” in Sandrnghem Roed and there E 
ero ambiuoue plans for the Dajatan arce which £ 
poles hope will include pedcsisianizing the § 


Line ta keep out posing drog trade. 
“We hope it will take months rther than 
rs for the shop io materialise,” reid Chief 
fr Hudson. “There are big plane for the area 
if the money is available = whe people who live 
here don't wand the drug dealers.” 
@in a totally sepsrate operation, 100 cops 
backed up by anilfer aces slaged dawn raids 
on hamet in [lackney, Whitechapel and [sling- 
ton as part of 6 martive Scodland Yerd “ 
tion against north Landon crack dealers. 
Police arrested 43 


arrest 
the Tuesday morung cempdown codenamed 
Operition Welwyn, 

Sexuland Yard would not give details of the 
addrceses raided, which also included bed end 


breakfart hotels in Elolborn end King's Cross. © 


Ten people have been charged with drug of- 
fences. 


in white coats! 


NT if City Road 
DON eel ty Ben ae women 
white costs... no, they haven’! cracked un- 
der the rtrain of being on the beat on Hack: 


"s tough mrecial : 
fo del nema euiotes de 
: i e police in a 
fering Sesripebeetoen tli peu 
* eyes to 
5 a fear ac pee 
stic 9 for a laste ¢ 
als : the borough 


being » by 


Ploncesing 
petal and top copa to open 


work and to s¢¢ for themselves 
* gheis future patients live in. 


Two trainee dociors and a imines dentist 
ro presacral poe oar pai 


on Thursday Last week, nd ff 
se planned 


‘volving students from Bart's and the Royal 
London i 


Whitechs 
The posting the ad of Or Jane 
Leaver, a senior lecturer at Barts 29 errviron: 


over the next severed weeks ii: 


mental and ive mecbeine. 


work logether to 


tol with ihe 
in the community 


their curn¢culum. 


“The main idea is to get the students away 
frown lecture rooms and oul into the cxtmun- 
ity they’) be working in,” she told the Gaz- 
ete. 


“lt gives green g Budents the chance 
to ceiler desasclves Whe conditions their fa- 
ture palienu live in , 

hed it is always good for the services lo 
down any barriers be- 
tween Wem. We would alio like to sce 
munes and social workers going oul on pe- 

: police. 

“The students alta help out in other ways 
thia Community 
Module scheme is now recognized a1 part of 


Chief Insp John Grundy of City Road nick 
said: “We were delighted when we wert 


We want police 
| investigated’ 


A WATCHDOG group has called for a 
level inquiry by a sonic ju ¢ into the poll. 
nam 


30 officers, it 
says, are allegedly involved in comuption 


HCDA presses for judicial 
inquiry — but top cops 
say it’s not necessary 


“A Scarman-style inquiry is not nee: 
ded. HCDA ore an unelected, 
undemocratic, anti-police, anti-catabliah- 
ment g who iout for people who 
have gc tales to Lett ageinet the palice,” 
anid Chief Supt Clark. 

“There are quile clearly a couple of js- 
soce thet do need cramination in the 
cour.” 


“T think there are very serious nel 
dont wpe iouige and firmly belicve 
conupt officers should go to priton, tad 
these young officers are innocent until 
proven guilty,” added Chief Supt Clark. 

"[ would ictally deny chat there is any 
institutionalised corruption a1 either 
Hackney ot Stoke Newington,” said 
Chief Sue Talla. “This is a serious in- 
quiry, but I believe we will be touslly re- 
pudiated.’ 









BIG-HEARTED coppers visited 
kiddies at a cancer 
sehebilitation centre toa hand out 
 lcye to ihe brave patients. 
nltarmed aliicers and CID 
cope at Cliy Road raised sround 





Police go o 


\ 


asked to help with thia scheme. This waa an 
ideal way for agencies lo work together for 
the goad of the aanmunity.” 


@ Just tke a 


Arlodeag dealers ia @ Toddler Josuph Wood tries on @ helmet lor ize, pictured with Pc Phil Parkes (tatt) and Insp Lan Hayhos. 


£200 lo treat the youngsiers at “The centre Is for kide who've 
the centre ln Guttesland Street, been treaied al Bart's and 
Hoxion. Moorfields Eye Hospitel tor 

“li was the beal officers’ Ides cancer. They olen sisy fer up ta 
to rales money,” sald pep Len five weeks, 3o we though! they 
Heyhee, of City Road police. eculd do with some loya.” 


= ! a 
breath! Pc fames Bradley under the closs eye of trainee doctors Jas Bhular 


HACKNEY COMMUNITY 
DEFENCE ASSOCIATION 


INJUSTICE 





Police injustice ia rampant in Dlackney. 7 Cit 
Road officers were sched in 1990. & Stoke” 

Newington officers were transferred in January 

1992 Scodand Yard says that the investigation 
into curruption in Stoke Newington Police 

Station is the most serious in London far 20 

years. 
ota Community Defence Association is 
calling for an independent public inquiry into 
policing in Ilackney, 

We have the names of over 100 police officers 
who have been implicated in malpractice. If 
you have been the victim of police wrong 
dluing in the past 5 years please contact 
HCDA. We will investigate your case and 
suppert you in your demand for justice. 


PHONE HCDA 071-249 0193 


If unattended please leave message on 
ansaphone. 








(left) and Bemant Lendor end trainee dentist Janice Lendor {centre}. 
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ACTIVISTS from the African Natlo- 
isi Congress must have feil a touch 
if déja vu when they toured Hack- 
my poles station on Thursday last 
#60 


For |l wasn't eo very long ago In 
heir South African homeland that 
hey were more likely to be hald IN « 
lice ceil under arrast ae Public En- 
my Number One, rather than belng 
hown around as guests of honour. 

But with apartheid crumbling and 
emocracy moving ever closer In 
outh Africa, the ANC Is recognised 
a8 key layer in ihe country’s 
‘ensformation. 

So, when Prime Minister John Ma- 
i Invited representatives from 
lack faite groups to talk with him, 
1oy as lo be shown the Brillsh 


Telaye 


DANC activist Eddle Funde shakes hands wit Hackney Supt David Hy 


ington. 
{ram Stoke Newington and Ilighbury, 
who vet first on the rar joined with 

ms and neighhourin ecpera in a 
ian the ierdwotting yuan man's life. 

Despite the quick arrival of a 999 ambu- 
lance, which took Mr Shah to Bart's Hospital 
where doctors fought to revive him, he died 
within the hour. 

The Shah family are still in a state of shock 
over the sudden and violent death of their son, 
who shared the frag home in Friern Barnct. 

A, neighbour who lives in Burme Road told 
the Gazeute: “Mr Shah was always at the shop. 
He never had o day off sick, he was always 
craletgartaay | and industrious. It was a great 
shock when I heard he had been stabbed," 

With the shop still shutiered as the Gazeus 
went lo Cyan on Thursday moming, netgh 
bours and friends had placed bunches of 
were on the dooniep as a mark of respect. 
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police forca at wark —- and Hackney 
wae chosen as one of the atalions 
for them to visit, 

Supt David Hynes, based al Hack- 





Single stab 
robber on Thursday at the 
in Green Lanes, Stoke New- 


by MARK GOULD 


behets unem- 
oyed Cart Anthony, 25, from Mabley Street, 
lomerton, was charged with Mr Shah's mur- 
der. He appeared at ilighbury Magistrates‘ 
Court and was remanded in aistody unl next 
Thursday. 

The day afier Mr Shah's death, ph a 
Keith Russell, 35, fron Greham Ros , Dal: 
tion, was murdered at a flat in Baker's Hill, 


Upper Cla 

Je suffered stab wounds to the throat and 
stomach. Elis body was not discovered by 
Stoke Newington cops until Sunday. 

On net unemployed Paul Coia, 46, 
who lives at the Mat whee Me Russell's body 
was found, was charged with murder. He ap- 
peared at Highbury Magistrates* Court and 
was remanded in custody jor seven days. 





Yesterday mornin 


MAYHEM 


CRIME in Hackney plummeted to new depths last 
week after two men were brutally stabbed to death 
within 24 hours of each other. 

Grocer Sundip Shah, 27, bled to death from a 
wound to the neck after a fight with a 
mini-market owned by his famil 


Police charge two 
men over killings 


Drugs téats over 





HACKNEY cops and residents 


Warehouse raves 





want to ban all-night 


raves at a warchouse In Homerton where they say de- 


Signer drugs ke Ecs 


tasy are sold. 


Residents of ihe Gilby House say the nolse from 


more than 20 all-nipht raves in 


the back of a former 


carpet warchouse in Homerton High Street has led to 
pane taralies sleeping In front sitting rooms to escape 


One resident 
There are peaple coming and 


sald: “The slivation Js horrendous. 
golng all night and the 


place is Ittered with rubbish and there are sometimes 
used syringes dropped where the children play.” 


Chief Insp Ken Da 
nesday’s meeting of 
mittee that parties had been 


+ from Hackney police, told Wed- 
ackney Council's planning com- 
linked with the latest 


designer drug Ecstasy. Police are also worried about 


access problems, 
The committee deferred 
staircase access unilt more 


Janning permisdon for a 
nformation was avallabie. 


But the council licensing commitice meets next ‘Tues. 
day and could grant a one-off music and dancing - 


cence for ihe warehouse, 


Helpful copper comes a cropper! 


ney pollee station, cald: “We were 
picked ae a typical buay, inner-city 
statlon and the group particularly 
wanted lo meet police ollleers on 
the atreet rather than more senior of- 


ra. 

“it Is Ukely these poople will hold 
high office in s new government in 
South Africa, and they were inieres- 
ted In our spproach to policing com- 
pared to what they are used lo In 
thelr country.” 

As well as members of the ANC, 
there were representailves from the 
Azanlan Peopte’s Organisation and 
the Pan African Congress. 


A COPPER came a cropper when he lop- 
pled to the ground afler searching a rouf be- 
cause a worrled houscholder thought he 
heard Intruders. 

Pe David Hale of City Road police was 
called to » house in Hapgerston Road just 


HC, 


afer midnight on Sunday, He fell off a wall 
as he was climbing down from the roof. 

“He is in buspital with cracked vertebrae 
and we're expecting him to be there for 
about 10 days,” sald Sgt Tim Barfoot of 
City Road crimedesk. 
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the law 


Tony Thompson reports on allegations of corruption 
and malpractice in Hackney 


1e food at the Jerk Chicken West 

Indian takeaway in Hackney’s Sand- 

ringham Road was never going to win 

a Michelin star. The fried fish was a 
little too soggy and the chicken pieces were 
of dubious origin. But at least on cold winter 
nights, it was a warm place to buy drugs. 
Crack, cannabis and LSD; takeaway service 
only. But now, after two raids in a fortnight, 
Jerk Chicken is to be closed down. It's a 
| pattern the locals are fast getting used to. 

Over the past two years, the Roots Pool 
community centre, Ladbroke’s betting shop 
and the Lord Stanley public house (now re- 
opened) have all been closed by the police in 
an attempt to drive out the drug dealers, but 
. the problem remains as obvious as ever. 

Open defiance of the police is de nigieur. 
Every night, at Jeast a dozen dealers congre- 
gate on the pavements at the eastern end of 
Sandringham Road, openly buying and sell- 
ing drugs with bravado. The dealers know all 
the local police—uniform and plain- 
clothed—well] enough to have given every 
one a street name. They even know all the 
unmarked cars, and are becoming adept at 
evading justice. 

“You musn't be greedy,” said one, his head 
flicking from side to side as if watching some 
imaginary tennis match. “You don't carry too 
much stuff on you, you don't slay out too 
long, and you keep moving. Just sell a few, 
then go. That way you'll never get caught.” 

The difficulties of apprehending the 
dealers has led to a change in tactics. Offi- 
cially, this involves a more permanent unt- 
form deterrent and a reduction in 
undercever work. But the change in tactics 
that sceptics claim to have taken place in- 
volves the planting of drugs on members of 
the public—some with previous convictions, 
some not—in a bid to boost arrest records. 

In the past two weeks, Operation Jackpot, 
headed by Detective Sergeant lan Russell of 
Scotland Yard's Complaint’s Investigation 
Bureau, has led to eight of the station's of- 
ficers being transferred to other duties fol- 
lowing allegations that they planted and dealt 
in illegal drugs. The main accusations have 
been made by two female drug dealers. The 
first, who is shortly due to appear at trial and 
cannot be named, claims she was supplied 
with drugs by police officers and made to 
pass on the profits of her dealing to them. 

The other, 31-year-old Ida Oderinde, who 
has previous drugs convictions, is currently 
serving four years for possession. She says 


she was fitted up by police alter refusing to 
sell drugs for officers. None of the eight 
officers has been suspended. All are conti- 
nuing similar duties elsewhere in the capital. 

Yet despite the lack of credibility usually 
given to convicted dealers, the transfers have 
been a catalyst for action in the area. Atleast 
a dozen convicted drug dealers, dealt with by 
the same officers, are now hoping to appeal, 
while the local community defence group 
has taken the opportunity to renew calls for 
a public enquiry into policing in the area. 

Last Friday (7 February), the Hackney 
Community Defence Association, which 
cunpaigns on behalf of those who have suf- 
fered injustice, named 30 officers whom il 
claims have been involved in serious mal- 
practice in the area over the past three years. 

“There is a state of fear between the com- 
munity and the police,” says HCDA spokes- 
man Graham Smith. “Not everybody has to 
be beaten up by the police for the whole 
community to be terrified by them. Not 
everyone has to have drugs planted on them 
to think they might be next. We believe a 
West Midlands Serious Crime Squad type 
situation is emerging in north London. This 
isn’t just about drugs or about Sandringham 
Road, it's about police crime in Hackney 
which is gelting out of control.” 

The ghosts of corruption, police brutality 
and malpractice were supposed to have been 
destroyed along with the old station at Stoke 
Newington, which was demolished in 1989. 
But the new building, opened a year Jater at 
acost of £9 million, is a silk purse of a police 
station in a sow’'s ear of a community, Thirty- 
five thousand crimes are carried out in Hack- 
ney each year and a recent report showed 
that one in four of all crack, seizures in Lon- 
don occur in the borough. 

Inside the new stalion’s bright, airy open- 
plan foyer, flanked in plate glass, a huge 
board marked “Information” lists the names 
of al) the senior officers. At the top, next to 
the heading “Officer In Charge” is Chief 
Superintendent Roy Clark. He denies any 
conflict in trying to police a high crime area 
while at the same time attempting to provide 
a friendly and efficient service to the com 
munity. Instead he blames the public dissent 
on “myths” that have hung around the area 
for the past ten years. 

One of the more prominent myths, he says, 
is the case of Trevor Monerville who suf- 
fered a brain clot while in police custody in 
1987, and whose name is often mentioned 
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alongside allegations of assault and brutality. 


“When Monerville’s parents filled in a mis- | 


sing persons form for their son, they noted 

| that his speech had been slurred for some 

time, aclear indication that the clot was mani- 

fest long before he was taken into custody,” 
says Chief Superintendent Clark. 

“It’s the same with the Colin Roach case. A 


mentally deranged young man decides to | 


commit suicide in the foyer of a police sta- 
tion. People somehow still think the police 
shot him. They imagine an officer was wait- 
ing behind the door with a sawn-off shotgun 
ready to shoot the next person who came in. 
They just haven't looked at all the facts.” 

But there are many other cases that cause 
concern. The HCDA’s report, A Crime is a 
Crime is a Crime, details 143 cases taken up 

by the group in the past three years, Rudolf 
Hawkins, for example, was arrested on a 
‘motoring charge by officers from Stoke 
Newington station. While standing outside 
his front door, he was beaten with a 
truncheon and suffered serious head in- 
juries, requiring several stitches and a 

, broken hand. “1 used to be a bricklayer but 
my hand was so badly damaged, I can never 
work again. I've lost my trade over it,” says 
| Hawkins. “It’s completely messed up my life. 
I couldn't go out of the house for months. It 
made me paranoid and I've been in therapy 
ever since.” 

There are other cases, strongly disputed 
when the defendants went to trial, who now 
hope to appeal on the strength of the allega- 
tions being made against officers from Stoke 
Newington. Dennis Tulloch was arrested by 
drugs squad officers from Stoke Newington 
Police Station in the Ladbroke’s betting shop 
on the Sandringham Road in September 
1990. He was searched in the street, and 
eight wraps of crack were removed from his 
trouser pocket. Tulloch claims he has never 
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used crack and that the drugs were planted. | 


In court, three drugs squad officers said 
they saw Tulloch making a deal and pursued 
him into a betting shop. The defence, how- 
ever, produced maps and photographs, 
showing that the officers would have been at 
Jeast 150 feet away and unable to see any- 
thing clearly. But the evidence of the custody 
sergeant, who corroborated the officers 


statements that they found more crack on | 


Tulloch once he was at the station, was 
enough put him away for four years. Leave 
to appeal was initially refused, but Tulloch's 
solicitors are now reviewing his case, as lwo 


of the officers who arrested him are among | 


those being transferred. 

Chief Superintendent Clark is confident 
that, in the case of the 143 cases listed by the 
HCDA, the police will be found to be at fault 
only in very few. He also asks why Hackney 
should be so different to other areas of Lon- 
don. Graham Smith believes the reason 
Hackney stands out is that it is alone in hav- 
ing a community group to represent those 
who have been maltreated. “That just makes 
the allegations against the officers at Stoke 
Newington more serious. There is a wealth 
of independent evidence to back it up.” 

Chief Superintendent Clark turns this argu- 
ment round. “if you go to any inner-city bo- 
rough, or even the most rural, leafy suburb 
in the country and set yourself up asa group 
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that campaigns for injustice, you'll have | 


people flocking to you. Problems do occur. 
Sometimes officers do overreact or use ex- 
cessive violence—at the end of the day they 
are only human—but in my experience this 
happens only very rarely.” 

Not so, says the HCDA. The 143 cases 
detailed in its report point to a far more 
serious breakdown of policing in (he area, 
Many of the officers suspected of miscen- 
duct have been named again and again by 
separate defendants. One of the 30 officers 
named atthe recent HCDA press conference 
was Police Sergeant 25GN Gerrard Carroll, 
a former custody officer at Stoke Newington. 











approaches to Carroll regarding the investi- 
gation, or intending to do so. 

Meanwhile, the dealers on the Sandring- 
ham Road continue to ply their trade. Chief 


| Superintendent Clark admits systematically 


The HCDA claims to have a wealth of evi- | 


dence against him, with at least six cases in 
which he was implicated. He was being in- 


| vestigated by the two area complaints divi- 
sions fora number of allegations dating back | 


to May 1989, including assault, unlawful ar- 
rest and conspiracy to pervert the course of 
justice. While the enquiry was launched, 
Carroll was transferred from Stoke Newing- 
ton to Barkingside, where he again took up 
the role of custody officer, 

The day aller the officers were transferred 


from Stoke Newington, Carroll committed . 


suicide by shooting hinself through the 
head in a cell at Barkingside station. Detec- 


closing down their safe havens will result 
only in moving on the problem but believes 
that there is little more that can be done. 

“Once we've cleared away all the dealers, 
we want to sce money reinvested in the area 
and the shops and flats opened up again. 
Also, to prevent the flow-through traffic that 
many of the dealers depend on, we'd like to 
sve the whole area pedestrianised. We can't 
solve London's drug problem but we can 
solve Hackney's.” 

No one denies that there is a serious crime 
problem in Hackney, or that the area is being 
dragged down by drug dealers from alt over 
the capital who congregate on its streets to 
sell their wares. The residents of Wayland 
Avenue, which backs on to Sandringham 
Road, have been forced to cut down all the 
trees and bushes in their front gardens to 
prevent dealers from hiding there. 

‘That's the most frightening thing about 


_ the police in Hackney," says Graham Smith. 


"We need them.” 


‘A Crime is a Crime is a Crime” is available 


live Sergeant Ian Russell, who is heading | from the HCDA, 50 Rectory Road, London 
Operation Jackpot, denies having made any | NI6 7QY, price £2 
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HACKNEY COMMUNITY DEFENCE 
ASSOCIATION 


INJUSTICE? 


HCDA is calling for an independent public 
inquiry into policing in Hackney. 

If you have been a victim of police wrong- 
doing in the past five years, regardless of 
whether you have been convicted, please 
contact HCDA. We will investigate your 
case and support you in your demand for 
justice. 

Phone HCDA 071-249 0193 


IF UNATTENDED LEAVE MESSAGE ON 
ANSWERPHONE 
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Police 


£20,000 
for ‘racism’ 


WO black people who 
claimed they were 
| treated in a racist man- 






ner by the police yester- 
day won a total of £20,000 in an 
out of court settlement. 

The agreed award to Rodney 
Pilgrim, aged 31, from Barba- 
dos, and his cousin, Valerie 
Marche, aged 30, a contract 
furnisher, of Stratford, east 
London, was announced at 
Croydon county court, south 
London. 

The police will also pay their 
costs. 


An agreed statement read to 
Judge Michael Goodman said 
Mr was arrested on sus- 
picion of possessing cannabis 
on December 4, 1988. 

He and Mrs Marche had been 
a passenger in a car driven by 
her husband Patrick, aged 39, 
when they were stopped for 
alleged speeding in Clapton, 
east London. 

In a statement after yester- 
day’s hearing, the three said 
the offer had been accepted 
only because they did not have 
the funds to take the case 
further. 

“We would deem ourselves 
respectable citizens. 

“But on the night of the inci- 
dent we were treated as caged 
animals, having no say and no 
rights. 

“Our experience could be 
summarised as ‘mental rape’. 
We were simply going about 
our business when we were 
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to pay 








pounced upon by these police 
officers.” f 

The statement read out to the 
judge said that after the driver 
denied speeding, two officers 
accused Mr Pilgrim of throwing 
a small packet of cannabis out 
of the car window, 

He denied this and when Mrs 
Marche remonstrated she was 
arrested for obstruction. Both 
were taken to Dalston police 
Station, where Mr Pilgrim was 
strip-searched. 

Mrs Marche claimed police 
had threatened to strip-search 
her and desisted only when she 
pointed out she had been ar- 
rested for obstruction. Both 
were detained for about two 
hours before being released 
when their solicitor arrived. 

Mrs Marche admitted the 
offence and was cautioned in 
the presence of her solicitor but 
claims she had not committed 
any offence, 

Mr Pilgrim was later charged 
with possession of cannabis but 
this was dropped by the Crown 
Prosecution Service. 

Mr Pilgrim and Mrs Marche 
sued the Metropolitan Police 
for false imprisonment and Mr 
Pilerim also sued for malicious 
prosecution. The police denied 
the claims, 

The pair yesterday called for 
a full inquiry into “these types 
of incidents, which are now be- 
coming very common”. They 
added: “Our only crime that 
night was being black." 
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er X identity revealed 





Denis Campbell on the disgraced former DC at the centre of a police scandal. 





The identity of Offi 
cer X -— the ‘corrupt’ 
pohce officer accused 
of making up to 
£2,000 a week from 
supplying crack co. 
caine lo a big time 
dealer in Stoke Newington — can finally 
he revealed. 

Tone Ont can disclose that he is De- 
fective Constable Roy Lewandowski, 
whos already serving an 18 month pris 
an sentence for stealing £3,000 worth of 
viluables from a murder vielim whose 
killing he helped mvestigate 

The media have been banned since 
last July from naming Lewandowski as 
the pohceman, referred to only as Officer 
X, who was accused in court during 
crack dealer Pearl Cameron's trial of re- 
ceiving £1,000-£2,000 a week from her. 
That claim, which Judge Grigson appar: 
ently accepted, seemed to support persis- 
tent claims that some officers from Stoke 
Newington station had profited from fu: 
elling the crack trade in one of London's 
most drug-ridden areas. 

_ Cameron was given a lenient five-year 
jul term at Snaresbrook Crown Court 
when Judge Grigson said that ‘your in- 
volvement in dealing stemmed from the 
advances of a currupt police officer’. 
That ‘corrupt’ officer was DC Lewan- 


Time 
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dowski. He was kicked out of the Metro: 
politan Police Jast November when he 
was found guilty of the theft charges. 
Cameron aiso received a light sen 
tence because of the cooperation she 
gave Operation Jackpot, Scotland Yard's 
22 month internal inquiry into allega- 
tions of cormuption at Stoke Newington, 
Counsel in the Cameron case agreed to 
refer to Lewandowski, 4 31-year-nld Liv 
erpudhan, merely as Officer X because 
he was due to face two sets of criminal 
charges: the theft charges and, later, a 
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Unmasked at last Officer X — former Stoke Newington DC Roy Lewandowski. 


separate charge of involvement ina £5 
million VAT fraud. 

Last week, however, the VAT fraud 
charge against Lewandowski was sud: 
denly withdrawn in controversial cir: 
cumstances, six weeks into an old-style 
committal with 14 other defendants. 

Rodney McKinnon, counsel for Cus 
toms & Excise, told City of London Mag 
istrates Court there was ‘insufficient 
evidence’ to continue with the charge. It 
had been brought after the DC was im 
plicated ina racket to defraud Customs 
& Excise involving illegal gaming ma 
chines in cafés around north London. 

However, suspicions persist that 
Lewandowski, his mind concentrated by 
the prospect of further years in jail for 
drugs offences, did a deal with Opera 
tion Jackpot — to name officers involved 
in drug dealing in return for immunity 
from prosecution or a light sentence, 

Operation Jackpot's initial report into 
the corruption at Stoke Newington 
named three officers as having: profited 
from drug dealing. But detectives were 
facing difficulties getting hard evidence 
against at least two other former Stoke 
Newington officers, one now a Detective 
Inspector at another station believed to 
have ‘taught Lewandowski his tricks”. If 
rumours of a deal are correct. those offi- 
cers could now face charges. 

One Stoke Newington officer told 
Time Ont: ‘The reality is that we need 
Lewandowski to tell his story so we can 
get to the bottom of this. [{ that means a 
deal is done, I'd have no problem with 
that." 

The local police watchdog group 
HICDA said: ‘The sudden collapse of this 
case will not allay community fears 
about police crime. The Home Secretar 
should announce a judicial inquiry into 
Stoke Newington police without delay 

Meanwhile, James Blake and Francis 
Hart, jailed for eight years for the man 
slaughter of David Berman — the re 
cluse from whom Lewandowski stole the 
valuables — had their convictions 
quashed after just 45 minules at the 
Court of pial on Monday. Lard Tay 
lor, the Lord Chief Justice, said the evt- 
dence given by Lewandowski, the 
exhibits officer on the Berman murder. 
against the pair was ‘tainted’. 
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quiry call as HCDA 





point finger at cops 


A WATCHDOG group is call- 
ing for a Scarman-style in- 
quiry into Hackney policing in 
the light of what they say is 
widespread corruption among 
officers in the area. 

Lord Scarman was called in to in- 


vestigate the circumstances of the 
| Brixton riots 11 years ago and the 


Hackney Community Defence Asso- 
ciation are demanding that an cquaily 
scnior judge be appointed to probe po- 
licing methods in Hackney. 

The HCDA have named 30 officers 
it says are allegedly involved in cor- 
tuption and malpractice. 

They are demanding an indepen- 
dent investigation into allegations of 
assaults and illegal arrests by officers 


Doctors check up on 


the Boys in Blue 












streets of Hackney. 
beat with 


the brains behind the scheme. 


with the police.” 
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CITY Road cops are currently breaking into the surgical 

spirit but it should not, you will be glad to hear, affect 

their ability to keep a clear head when It matters. sar! 
It's all part of a scheme organised by Bart’s Hospital 

and top cops to show trainee doctors a silce of life on the §& 


“Jt gives green young students the chance to see for 
themselves the conditions thelr future patients Ive In. 

“And It is always good for the services to work together 
to break down any barriers between them. We would also 
Hke to see nurses and social workers zolng out on patrol 


The new scheme has been welcomed by Chief Insp 
John Grundy of City Road nick. “It's an ideal way for 
agencies to work together for the good of the commun- 






pain Docler Kildares will be stepping out on the 
ackney cops to find out all about police work [ir 
and about the area in which thelr future patients live. 
“The main idea Is to get the students away from lecture | 
rooms and out Into the community they'll be working In,” 
explained Dr Jane Leaver, a senlor lecturer at Bart's, and 













@ Showing a healthy interest in the work of Pc Paul 


at City Road, Hackney and Stoke 
Newington police stations. 

But calls for a judicial review have 
been slammed by the borough's two 
most senior cops, Chief Supt Bernard 
Taffs, in charge of Hackney and City 
Road police stations, and Chief Supt 
Roy Clask, in charge at Stoke Newing- 
ton. 


“A Scarman-style inquiry is not nee- 
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ded. HCDA are an unelecicd, 
undemocratic, anti-police, anti-estab- 
lishment group who tout for people 


who have got tales to tell against the | 


police,” said Chief Supt Clark. 

Chief Supt Taffs is equally dismis- 
sive over suggestions of police mal- 
practice: “I would totally deny that 
there is any institutionalised corup- 
tion a! cither Hackney or Stoke New- 
ington,” he said. 
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@ Rodney Pligrim and Valerie 
Toalldousty imprisoned.” 


Marché — “we have been 
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_ ‘Racist cops’ 
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cost £20,000 
pay-out 


HACKNEY police are in the firing 
line again this weck after a £20,000 
payout to two black pope who say 
they were treated like “caged ani- 
mals” by racist cops. 

Last week tera watchdog group Hackney 
Community Defence Association called for a 
Scarman-ttyle airy into allegations of po- 
lice corruption and malpractice in Hackney. 

On Monday, the Metropolitan Police paid 
£20,000 to Rodney Pilgrim, 31, and his cousin 
Valeric Marché, 30, in an out-of-court sctile- 
ment following their arrest and detention at 
Dalston police station in December, 1988, 

Two weeks caslier another man was awar- 
ded nearly £20,000 by a jury after he sued for 
wrongful arrest, false imprisonment and 
malicious prosecution following an incident in 


a ; 1986 involving two Pcs from Stoke Newing- 
ton. 


Mr Pilgrim and Mra Marché were being dri- 
ven along Upper Clapion Road at about 10pm 
in a £20; orsche driven by Valerie's hus- 
band Patrick, 32, when they were stopped for 
alleged speeding. 

Officers in a police van said Mr Pilgrim, 
who was on Christmas holidsy from Barba- 

» theew cannabis out of the window. 

Mrs Marché complained and was arrested 
for obstruction. After they were taken to Dal- 
sion police station, Mr Pilgrim was strip- 


by MARK GOULD 


scarched and charged with possession, but the 
charge was later dropped. 


The Metropolitan Police denied claims of 
false imprisonment and malicious prosecution, 
but ea an offer of £20,000, which was ac- 
cepted. 

In a statement to the Gazette, the Marchés 
and Mr Pilgrim said the officers who carried 
out “this very callous and ao spoelling act” were 
lucky because the offer only been 
ted because they didn’t have the funds to take 
the case further. 

“We were only going about our business, 
Our single crime was being black. 

“We would deem ourselves respectable citi- 
zens, but on the night of the incident we were 
ireated like caged animals, having no say and 
no rights. Our expetience d be summer- 
ised as mental rape. We have been abused, ill- 
treated, degraded and maliciously impri- 
B ’ n 2 d Lid 


Chief Supt Roy Clark said he did not feel it 
appropriate to comment on the case as the ar- 
son, officers were from the Territorial hb 
port Group and not from Hackney, and 
incident happened before he became the se- 
nior officer at Sloke Newington. 
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Last month a Hackney MP launched a 
bitter attack on ‘those nasty, vile and 
corrupt officers at Stoke Newington 
police station who have been engaged 
in drug trafficking and perverting the 
course of justice’. Denis Campbell and 
Tony Thompson report. 


he police officer at the recep- 
tion desk of Stoke Newing- 
ton's Space-age nick Its 
apologetic. ‘Sorry darling, 
can’t find your lost dog,’ he tells the 
woman. ‘How about a line of coke?’ 
Happily this unlikely scene ex- 
ists only in a cartoon, part of a 
handbill currently being distributed 
locally by the Hackney Community 
Defence Association (ICDA) asking 
‘viclims of police wrongdoing’ to 
contact them. ; 
Relations between police and 
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community in the area, already 
tense, have reached a new crisis 
point following sensational allega- 
lions that officers from Stoke New- 
ington station have been invelved in 
dealing in drugs and planting illegal 
substances on suspects. 

Brian Sedgemore, a Hackney MP, 
has tabled an early day motion in 
the House of Commons condenining 
‘those nasty, vile and corrupt offi- 
cers at Sluke Newington police sta: 
tion who have been engaged in drug 
trafficking and perverting the 
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course of justice’, 

The allegations are, however, one 
of several controversies to engulf 
the police in Hackney and Stoke 
Newington, they have repeatedly 
been accused of assaulting and fab- 
ricating evidence against suspects, 
The fact that many of their alleged 
victims have been black has fuelled 
charges of police racism 

ight officers have been trans- 
ferred to other stations. The claims, 
despite having been made by drug 
dealers, are the subject of an inquiry 
by Scotland Yard's Complaints In- 
vestigation Branch, its internal dis: 
ciplinary body, Hf the claims are 
proven, they will amount to one of 
the biggest scandals to hit the Met- 
ropolitan Police in the last 20 years, 

In one of the most notorious incé- 
dents of misbehaviour, seven offi- 
cers from City Road station were 
sacked after they beat up Gary 
Stretch, a local man, in a pub in 
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1987 while off-duty. Sloke Newing- 
ton police has already paid out 
£67,000 tn damages in the first sev- 
en weeks of 1992, 

This week, Tire 
(three of the officers involved in 
some of the incidents which have 
embittered police-community rela: 
tions in Hackney and Stoke Newing- 
ton. However, none of them has ever 
been suspended from duty. Graham 
Smith of CDA says: “Those police 
officers who are accused of crime 
should exptain themselves ata pub- 
lke forum) —— a judicial inquiry 
just as many of their victims have 
had to defend themselves in open 
court 


DC RONALD PALUMBO 


On Wednesday January 29, eight of 
ficers fram Stoke Newington police 
station were transferred as the re: 
sult of what Scotland Yard de- 
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scribed as ‘an internal investigation 
following allegations made by a 
number of people involved in drug 
dealing offences’, 

Although the eight have not been 
named, Tie Ont has learned that 
one of them ts Detective Constable 
Ronald Palumbo. 

Idayatu Oderinde, a 31-year-old 
mother of three who is currently 
serving four years for intent to sup- 
ply heroin, claimed at her trial tast 
August that the drugs found at her 
home in Islington had been planted 
by police officers from Stoke New- 
ington station. She told Snaresbrook 
Crown Court that she had been ‘fit 
led up’, Palumbo, then a PC work. 
ing with the CID, was one of the 
officers who raided Oderinde’s 
home and found the heroin — 
which she claims was planted — 
hidden in a freezer. 

DC Palumbo has also been in- 
volved in other controversial cases: 


@ In July 1990, Palumbo was in- 
volved in the arrest of two 17-year: 
olds for suspected burglary, But 
when the apparently straightfor- 
ward case came to trial in June 1991, 
events took an extraordinary turn. 
in the witness box, DC Palumbo 
took the highly unusual step of ask- 
ing the trial judge to caution him, 
giving him the right not to answer 
potentially incriminating questions 

‘In my experience this is unprece- 
dented,’ said the solicitor acting for 
the boys. “This was a police officer 
asking for the same rights given lo 
all people suspected of committing a 
criminal offence.’ 

The two boys had pleaded not 

muilly, claiming the police had fabri: 
cated the evidence against them. 
They were cleared of all charges. 
@ In another case, last December, 
involving a man accused of possess: 
ing drugs, Palumbo was asked three 
limes by the trial judge to recansid: 
er evidence he was giving which ap: 
peared to contradict documentary 
proof. The man, whose defence was 
that the drugs had been planted on 
him, was acquitted. 
@ In yet another case, a man 
walked free after Palumbo's testi: 
mony — that he had seen him walk- 
ing around Hackney six weeks 
before he arrested him for posses: 
sion of drugs — was shown to be 
false. The man had been in prison at 
ne time Palumbo said he had seen 
um 


PC MARK MOLES 


PC Mark Moles, a 29-year-old officer 
based at City Road police station, 
has been a witness in two recent 
court cases which ended embarrass- 
ingly for the potice. 

Both times, men accused of as- 

saulting police have walked [ree af- 
ter claiming that they had been the 
real victims — of police violence. 
And on both occasions the verdicts 
have cast doubt on the veracity of 
evidence given on oath by a number 
of officers from City Road, including 
PC Moles. 
@ Last September, Michael Lavery 
and Jeffery Eaton, two flackney 
builders, were acquitted by Inner 
London Crown Court on charges of 
causing actual and grievous bodily 
harm to five police officers. The 
court heard claims that PC Moles 
had a grudge against Lavery be- 
cause of an earlier row in a pub 
about the Gary Stretch case. 

Lavery and Eaton claimed in 
court that they were arrested with- 
out good reason by PC Moles and 
brutally assaulted by five officers, 
including Moles, in the police van, 
in the street and again in the cells at 
City Road. The jury took 15 min- 
utes to find in favour of the defen- 
dants. Both men were acquitted and 
plan to sue the police for damages. 
@ A month later two other Hack- 
ney men had convictions for as- 
saulting City Road police officers 
quashed on appeal. 

At the appeal hearing, counsel for 
the men —- who do not want to be 
named — made very similar allega- 
tions to those aired in the Lavery 
and aton case. 

Once again, evidence from police 
witnesses was rejected. In all, 12 
City Road officers, including Moles, 


had appeared at the men’s original 
triad six of those later gave evidence 
in the Lavery and Katon case 

@ Last December, PC Moles ap- 
peared to have finally earned some 
pasiive pubhicity fer himself and 
his colleagues at City Road station. 
A flackney Gazette story detailed 
how two ‘quck-thinking coppers 
(Moles and ins colleague, ?C An- 
drew Tetty) delivered a baby girl af- 
ler her distraught mum had collaps- 
ed at her heme’. Moles said: 
‘Everything happened so quickly as 
the baby’s head started to come out 
just afler we got there, Luckily | 
knew what to expect as | watched 
the birth and helped oy wife when 
she had our baby,’ 

Yet the woman whose baby they 
supposed)y deltvered denies they 
did. Mother-of-three Maureen 
Barnes, 26, told Tune Ort that ‘my 
baby was already born and in my 
aris When the police came, They 
did help me with the after-birth, but 
they cawt say they delivered my 
baby because ] know [ delivered 
Simone myself. 


SERGEANT GERRARD 
CARROLL 


A recent rsue of the Metropolitan 
Police newspaper, The Job, carried 
an obituary for a Sergeant Gerrard 
Carroll. It spoke of a man whe was 
well-liked and respected, outgoing 
with a ready sense of humour... 
very professional and a mentor to 
younger officers. 

for eight years, Sergeant Carroll 
was custody officer at Stoke New- 
ingion police station. In| October 
1990, however, he was suddenly 
transferred from his post to Bark- 
ingside station followmg accusa- 
tions of beating up a black Hackney 
man and fabricating evidence 
against him 

‘The man had claimed that when 
he was arrested on May 17, 1989, he 
was beaten in the back of a police 
van and that a matchbox contaming 
asmall amount of cocaine was laler 
planted in his car, which had stobd 
idle ina garage for a year. 

But when the case came to court 
in January 1990, the police offered 
no evidence and he was acquitted. 
The man, who does not want to be 
named, promptly made a formal 
complaint to the Police Complaints 
Authority. This led to Carroll being 
moved from Stoke Newington and 
invesligaled for alleged assault, 
false imprisonment and conspiracy 
to pervert the course of justice. 

A final decision fram the PCA on 
Carroll's behaviour was due to be is- 
sued next month, and it was expect- 
ed to exonerate the officer. But on 
the morning of January 29 this year, 
when news broke that the eight 
Stoke Newington officers were to be 
transferred, Carroll was found dead 
in a cell al Barkingside station’s 
custody unit, then based at Red- 
bridge Magistrates Court. He had 
shot himself in the head with a po- 
lice revolver, 

Suggestions that Carroll had 
cummitted suicide after being put 
under pressure to answer questions 
bout police corruption in) Stoke 
Newington have been denied by se- 
nior officers. 


NEWS 


POLICE RESPONSE 


Chief Superintendent Roy Ctark, 
the officer in charge at Stoke 
Newington, responds to the alle: 
gations against his officers: ‘lt 
was very painful the day the 
eight officers were transferred. 
The men were coming up to me 
and saying, “What happens if 
we make a very proper and cor: 
rect drugs arrest, and there's an 
allegation that we've planted the 
stuff? Are we all going to be 
moved? Isn't this the drug deal- 
ers Winning?” 

‘But we decided that tt 
wouldn't be that way. We re- 
alised that we needed to be even 
more professional than normal, 
We didn’t want to demonstrate 
amy increase in aclivity — that 
would be seen as petulance or as 
a form of retribution but 
we've comimued our efforts and 
that’s had a very positive effect 
on morale. 

‘We're under pressure from 
the local residents to get rid of 
the dealers and il's very frustrat: 
ing for the officers working 
against them that they operale 
su openly. Even though we're 
very active agamst the dealers, 
that doesn’t have any deterrent 
effect because the vast majority 
aren't even from Hackney. You 
do a swoop and arrest a guy 
from Barnet, then ten minutes 
later a guy from Croydon comes 
along. He hasn't got a clue 
what's just happened. If it was 
just Jecal people dealing, word 
would gel around. 

‘Every single allegation or 
complaint against the potice 
must be taken seriously. But 
these complaints have been 
made by convicted and self-con- 
fessed drug dealers against the 
very group of people that have 
been tasked to deal with them. 
The officers deserve a fair crack 
of the whip. I'n asking that peo- 
ple suspend judgement, sit back 
and wail. If any of my officers 
are found to be corrupt, then 
they should go to prison for a 
long time. 

‘But E don't support the call 
for a public enquiry. There are 


‘already enough systems, checks 


and balances in existence. If we 
had a public enquiry every time 
a serious complaint was made 
against the police, we'd be so 
busy raking through our entrails 
that we'd never get anywhere. It 
would just mean more money for 
the lawyers and less money to 
prevent litthe old ladtes being 
mugged or houses being 
burgled.’ 
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A POLICEMAN shot himself in the head to escape 
the torture of the constant nnging in the ears he'd 
suffered since a prisoner punched him at Dalston po- 
lice slation six years ago, an inquest heard. 

Sgt Gerrard Carroll, 46, a former custody ser- 

eant at Stoke Newington police atation, had served 
in the Force for 26 years, 

He was found slumped in the toilets at Barking- 
side police station's temporary custody bay at Red- 
bridge Magistrates’ Court at 6am on January 29. 

As custody officer, he had access to the firearms 
room and had removed a Smith and Wesson .38 re- 
volver and loaded it with six rounds, Walthamstow 
Coroner's Court waa told. 

Ilis GP, Dr Andrew Briggs, said Sgt Carroll had 
been punched on the cheek while working at Dal- 
ston in December, 1986. 

Soon after he began to complain of ringing in his 





Ringing in ea 


elle 


rs drove cop to shoot 


himself, coroner told 


left car and was found to have unnilus, a complaint 
which sends disrupted messages from the car to the 
brain and for which there is no known cure. 

Dr Briggs added that on January 14 Spt Carroll 
gave him the impression that the noise was driving 
him mad. “He could not slecp, he said it was affect- 
ing his marriage,” said the docior. 

A few minutes before he was found, Sgt Carroll 
arrived at the custody area to take over from Sgt Ro- 
bert James. 

Set James told the inquest: “He said he hadn't 
sles ali night. He said nobody really believed how 
bad it was. 


Nine arrested in raid 


NINE police officers needed 
medica] treatment and nine 


He said somctimes it was so bad he could hear Lit- 
tle voices in his car.” : 

Det Supt Roland Harris, leading an investigation 
into Sgt Carroll's death, referred to the officcr’s 
eight-year career at Stoke Newington, where offi- 
cers are currently under investigation over allega- 
tions of drig dealing and bribery and stressed: Ale 
was not the subject of any investigations, he was not 
to be disciplined, nor was he under any suspicion.” 

Recording that Sgt Carroll killed himself, coroner 
Dr Harold Price said: “The tinnitus was the over- 
whelming and overriding cause of Sgt Carroll's dis- 
Lress, I must say the cause of his death.” 


Hospital 
order 


other people were arresicd 
after a party erupted into vio- 
lence at a squatted pub in 
Stoke Newinpton. 

_ Trouble flared at about mid- 
night on Sunday when police 
were called to the Revi 
Anns at the comer of Bar- 
bauld Road and Nevill Road, 
following complaints from 
neighbours about the noise. 

_Scuffles between the two 
sides quickly tumed into a 
full-scale battle and police re- 
inforcements — including dog 
handlers — flooded to the 
scene from as far afield as Ed- 
TMonion. 

Squatiers have been living 

at the old pub since last year. 
Parties are regularly held 


on party 


there and the building has be- 
come a sort of alternative 
community centre for many 
people. 

One of those at the pany, 
Daniel Evans, s ei poy 
social worker, said: “There 
were women with children 
and babies there and they 
were very frightencd. Every- 
thing had becn quite happy 
unui midnight.” 

Chief Insp David Hudson, 
from Stoke Newington police 
station, said: “A decision was 
made to clear the pub to pre- 
vent a breach of the peace. 
Nine of my officers needed 
medical treatment and one is 
sull off sick,” 


for man 
accused of 
attacking 
policeman 


A MAN accused of a knife at- 
tack on a rookie police offi- 
cer has been transferred from 
prison lo a maximum sccunty 
mental hospital because of 
his failing mental state, an 
Old Bailey judge said. 

“We can only hope that 
with treatment be will be re- 
stored to be tried in the not 
too distant future,” Judge 


HG 


Brian Smedley, QC, an- 
nouned., 

David Moss, 24, uncm- 
loyed, of Anderson tlouse, 

yke Estate, Homerton, had 
been on remand at the new 
Belmarsh Prison in London. 

He was arrested last year 
and charged with attcinpting 
10 mucder probationary con- 
stable Ian Slaney, 19, on June 
26 at St John’s Churchyard, 
Lower Clapton. 

Moss also faces an altema- 
tive allegation of wounding 
with intent to cause gricvous 
bodily hann. 

oe Slaney was stabbed 
three times as he tried to ques- 
tion 4 suspect. : 

Miss Nemone Lethbridge, 
defence counsel, said that a 
trial = expected to tke three 
days — may begin Jatc next 
month. 
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@ Pcs John Misquitta and David Percival, two of the 
cops who helped save Sirin's fingers. 


THE little girl whose hand wae torn off in her fa- 
ther's supermarket meat mincer has had two of 
her fingera sawn back on. 

Surgeons were unable to save five-year-old Sir- 
in Enol's severed hand because It was too badly 
damaged. 

But In a second operation they managed to re- 
attach two fingers using the latetst micro-surg- 
ery techniques. 

Slrin’s hand was severed at the wriet 10 days 
ago while she visited the Akdeniz cash and carry 
store in Stoke Newington High Street with her se- 
ven-yoar-old alster and her mother. 

Thie week Stoke Newlngton’s top cop, Chief 
Supt, Hoy Clark, praleed the three police officers 
who acted promplly to glve her medical sesle- 
tance and rush her to hospital. 

Pe David Percival retrieved the girl’ e severed 
hand from the mincer after she was brought inte 
ihe police statlon by her distraught mother, 
while Pe Laurle Hanley, a medically tralned offi- 
cer, bandaged her hand and Pc John Misquiita 
gave the ambulance a police ascort In a high- 
speed dash to St Andrews Hospital, Billericay. 

“They showed great professionallam and con- 
siderable skill,” seld Chief Supt Clack. “Thelr 

rompt actlon may not have saved her hand, but 
fi at feast minimised the invalidity she will sul- 
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Hurt pride led 
man to stab his 


wife, court told 


A HUSBAND suffering from 
morbid jeslousy was cud- 
dling his estranged wife when 
he took out a knife from his 
pocket and stabbed her to 


death at Stoke Newington LE 
lice station, the Old Bailey 
heard on Wednesda 


Factory worker Jeyanti Pa- 
tel, 33, showed detectives 
how he opened a lock knife 
behind his wife’s back as he 
knelt at her feet in the domes- 
tic violence unit, begging her 
lo retum to him. 

He allegedly said Jater that 
she hurt his pride and only 

| married him to enable her to 
| get a boyfriend from Indias 
into Britain. 

Patel and his 21-year-old 
wife Vandana had arranged 
to meet alone in the unit to 
try and patch things up. 

The couple's short, stormy 
marriage was followed by a 
separation — which led to Mrs 
Patel secking asylum in an 
Asian women's refuge. 

Patel had been unable to 
face a second failed marriage, 
the court heard. His first mar- 
riage ended in divorce in 
1984. 

He said he suspected his 
wife of having affairs with In- 
dian shopkeepers and a fac- 
lory worker. 

The said he once found a 
icture of a man in her 
longings and he admitted 
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@ Vandana Patel — stabbed 
to death at Stoke Newlng- 
ton police station. 


that he always carried a knife. 
Dr James Tumer told the 
court that he thought Patel 
was suffering from a mental 
abnonnality, paranoia and de- 
lusions, 

While in a cell he told a po- 
liceman: “I just lose my tem- 
per sometimes and cannot 
control myself. Now it's too 
late isn’t it?" 

He added: “I found out she 
only married me for the pa- 

iH for her entry into Eng- 

Patel, unemployed, of Hin- 
die House, Arcola Street, Dal- 
ston, pleads not guilty to 
murdering his wife in April 
last year but admits man- 
slauphact on the grounds of di- 
minished responsibility. The 
prosecution has refused to ac- 
cept his plea. 

@ The case continues. 
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Killing changes 
. police policy on 


| Great-grandmother strip-searched after road accident 


Elderly couple sue 
Police for assault 


NEW GUIDELINES on the op- 


| eralion of police domestic vio- 


troduced as a result of the 2 eld 
; into a murder of Mears 

| at Stoke Newington police station 
| én north 


Units are expected to be in- 
atel 


Landon. 
One recommendation of the 


Metrvpolitan Police's inquiry into 


q 
J 


| the case, that meetings between 


physically abused women and 
their partners should not be al- 
lowed on police premises, has al- 
ready been introduced in the 62 


¢ waits in London. The other 16 rec: 
’ ommendations on minimum staff- 


di pouted and burniliated by 
fficers 


lng levels, training, and supervi- 
:flon are being considered 


bad a 
force working } pany established 


before the mu 
* ‘The inquiry concluded that offi- 
cen i in the cate = who 


were unaware of Jeyantibhai 
Patel’s record of domestic vio- 
lence and did not search him be- 
fore leaving him alone with his 
wife — should not face disciplin: 
ary action. “It was just a tragic 
breakdown of communication," 
Det Supt Russ Allen, who investi- 
gated the murder, said, 

The killing involved a sensitive 
area of police work where the 
force itself on genuine ad- 
vances in i he lo public con: 
cern. Allegations of domestic vio- 

are now recorded as violent 
crimes and always investigated; in 
the past, unless the violence was 
clearly evident, police viewed such 
incifents as “domestics” best left 
for the parties to sort out. 

Since the success of the first 
unit in Tottenham in 1987, similar 
units have opened throughout 
London. The two officers on each 
unit receive special training and 
are encoutaged to forge links with 
local bodies such 23 solicitors, so- 
cis) services and the women’s ref- 
uge movement. 

The Paiel case affected Vests 
confidence and undennined care- 
fully -constructed relationships. 

omen's groups accused the po- 
lice of a lack of care. 


domestic violence 





Women applaud sentence 


WOMEN In the publte gallery at 
the Old Bailey applauded yester- 
day as Jayantibhat Patel, 34, of 
Hackney, east London, was given 
a life sentence after belng convici- 
ed of the murder of hia wife 
Vandana, 19, In a domestle vo- 
Jence uolt at a police statlon, 
Patel, who had a record of vic- 
lence agalast women, stabbed his 
wife ta death with a lock knlfe he 
had stauggled Into the statlon toa 


The sequence of events which 
led to Patel, 34, stabbing his wife a 
dozen times with a lock knife be- 
gan in October 1990, when officers 
were called to the Patcls’ flat in 
Hackney after neighbour: te- 
ported sounds of arguments. Patel 
was Cautioned by officers, but no 
further action was taken. 

Early in April 1991, he threw his 
wife out of their home. On 7 April, 
Patel was arrested for gael a 
family (rend while looking for his 
wife. The trainee detective consta- 
ble who investigated the case 
asked a policewoman in the do- 
meslic violence unit at Stoke New- 
ington station to help to find a 
place at u refuge for Mra Patel, 
where she moved two days later. 

‘The constable investigated the 
astauit, bul could not read Patel’s 
ctiminal record because jt had 
been temporarily removed from 
the files at Scotland Yard. The 
record showed that Patel had two 
¢arlier convictions for attacks on 
his first wife, stabbing and throw- 
ing boiling water at her, and one 
for criminal damage to her home 
after they had separated. 

Three weeks later the refuce 
asked the unit if the station could 
facilitate 4 meeting between the 
Patel. When Mrs Patel arrived 
she said she wanted to be left 
alone with her husband to sort out 


roetilng arranged by police offi- 
cers unaware of the background 
to thelr relationship, 

Mrs Patel came from an Indisn 
village, met her husband through 
an arranged marriage, and spoke 
litle English. She had been regu- 
larly beaten by him during their 
tro-year relatlonship and had 
been given e place in a refuge. 

Terry Kirby, Crime Correspon- 
dent, looks at the case, 


their differences. They were left in 
an adjoming lounge area. 

After 20 minutes, one of the 
unit's two policewomen opened 
the door to check on them. The 
Patels, sliting together, signalled 
they were all right. Five minutes 
later, alerted by screaming, the 

licewomen burst in ta see Mr 
Patel dying on the floor. 

Officers acknowledge thal af- 
though the policewoman who ar- 
ranged the meeting was not aware 
of specific allegations of violence 
or Patel's record, the fact that Mrs 
Patel had been in a refuge should 
have sounded alarm bells. By now 
his criminal record was in Stoke 
Newington’s civilian administra- 
tion, which was dealing with his 
assaull prosecution, but which 
knew nothing of the mecting. 

Mr Allen said: “We hope this 
tragic incident will nol prevent 
women from coming forward to 
report violence in the home.” 

Insp Shirley Tulloch, the force's 
co-ordinator on domestic vio- 
lence, said the working party re- 
port was due at the end of the 

ar. “Police officers should never 

come involved in altempts to 
reconciliale in domestic violence 
cases. This is a specialist role for 
which we are not trained and is 
best left to other more appropri 
ale organisations,” she said. 





Officers ‘assaulted elderly couple’ 


A 73-YEAR-OLD woman yesier- 
day described how she and her 
disabled husband were assaulted, 
police 
she had called about a mi: 

gor road accident. - 
Marie Burke, who was 70 at the 
e, said that within ete nf 
telephoning Hac police sta- 
tion to report a mend four officers 
attived on her north London 
doorstep, pushed their way in and 
dregs her disabled and diabetic 

butband from his bed. 
hori only his underwear on 
a cold January night, Edgar 
Burke, then 76, was bundled into 
the back of the police van and 

taken to Hackney police station, 

Mrs Burke told a jury at Croy- 
don County Court that as she 
rushed to the van, carrying her 
husband some tablets and water, 
she was nigel a policewoman, 
Fina Martin, then held down 


_ 


By Heather Mills 
Home Affairs Correspondent 


lt the road by several officers, 
Later at the police station the” 
same policewoman and another 
woman police sergeant forced her 
to strip to the wart. 

Mrs Burke said that the inci- 
dent left her feeling “shocked, 
ashamed and degraded”. She was 
charged with assaulliing PC Mar: 
lin but it was dropped two days 
later. Mr Burke, now 79, was re- 
leased without charge. 

The couple are suing the Met- 
ropolilan Police Commissioner 
for the ections of his officers ot the 
couple's house and jater at Hack- 
ney police station. The couple al- 
lege assault, false imprisonment, 
malicious prosecution and tres- 


pass. They are secking exemplary 
and aggravated damages, claiming 
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police are continuing to cover-up 
what happened. 

They claim their house was 
raided they are the grand: 
rf Monerville,? 9 
young man who was the subject of 
several controversial arrests by 
Stoke serra die ond subse- 
quently Hackney police on 
charges which were either later 
dropped or of which he was later 
acquitted, Mr Monerville had 
been bailed to the Burkes’ house. 

Courtney Griffiths, for the cou- 
ple, told the jury to ask themselves 
why it was that “a straiphiforward 
road accident had resulted in 
about a dozen police officers 2r- 
riving ot their address", They had 
merely reported that theis car, 
driven by a family friend, George 
Edwards, had crashed through 
sone railings. No one was injured. 

The police are contesting the 
allegations. 
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Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correapondent 


GREAT-grandmother 
wis astaulted by a 
olicewoman and her 
usband manhandled 


Into a police van tn his under. 
wear ajter a minor traffe acel- 
dent, Croydon county court was 
told yesterday, 

Marie Burke, aged 73, and 
Edgar Burke. aged 79, of Hack- 
ney, cast London. are sulng the 
Commissioner of the Metropol: 
tan Pollee ino civil action for 
malicious prosecution, assault, 
trespass and wrongful arrest. 
They are claiming exemplary 
and ageravaied damages, The 
commissioner Js denying the 
charges. 

Counsel for the Burkes, 
Couriney Grifliths, said that a 
key tssuc of the case was that 
the couple were the grandpar- 
ents of Trevor Monerville, who 
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has suffered from a blood clot 
sinec being arrested by local 
police in 1987. He had “disap. 
peared” from Stoke Newtngion 
Poller Staion and was then 
ound in Brixton prison suffer- 
ing from ihe clot. On his 
release Mr Monervijle was sub- 
Jected to a serics of controver- 
slal arrests. 

Mr Griffiths sald the jury 
would be shown a letter from a 
senior officer ot the slation 
which said: “I do hope that this 
casc will not provide additional 
fodder for these who seck to 
creale trouble between the 
police and the community." 

On the night of January 15 
(985, Mrs Burke was being 
driven in the famity car by a 
friend, George Edwards, when 
ihere was an accident and the 
car went through some railings, 
No one was injured and they 
relurned to the Burkes’ home 
from where Mr Edwards 
phoned the police. 


When they arrived, said Mr 
Griffiths, they pushed Mrs 
Burke aside and went to the 
bedroom where Mr Burke, who 
is registered disabled, was sick 
in bed. He was taken from his 
bed in long johns, vest and 
socks and put in the police van. 
Mrs Rurke went to give Mr 
Burke his diabetes pills. 

“One officer, WPC Tina Mar- 
tin, assaulted her both apt 
cally and shaking her fist In r 
face,” sald Mr Griffiths, Mrs 
Burke was then pulled to the 
poerest by a number of officers 
front of her nelghbours. 

fassers-by whe remonstrated 
with the police were told to 
“fuck off,” said Mr Grifiths, 
The couple were taken to Hack- 
ney police ttation. Mr Burke 
was releascd but Mrs Burke 
was strip-scarched and charged 
bal ing tine Martin. 

wo days tr charges 
were dropped. 
The case continues. 
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Hackney police face fresh claims 


FOUR HACKNEY squatters who claim | [OOS OCT Se eee 

| local police assaulted and tried to frame 
them using trumped-up charges are 
planning to sue for damages. 

Two of the four, Stewart Summers 
and Clare Holbrook, walked free from In: 

| ner London Crown Court last week after 

| being acquitted on charges of affray. 
The other two, Adam Clother and Dick 

| Traynor, had previously been cleared of 
affray and threatening behaviour. 

The four will sue the Metropolitan Po: 

‘lice for false imprisonment, malicious 
prosecution and assault, 

The case is the latest controversy to 
‘dog the police in Hackney and Stoke 
Newington division, who are facing 
widespread allegations of assaulting 
suspects, fabricating evidence and com. 
mitting perjury. The division has al: 
ready paid out £82,000 in civil damages 
for wrongdoing by police since January 
I in four separate cases. They also face 
26 other civil actions for compensation. | [FE _ eee iy eed 

Summers stood in the dock last week he 1b, -et, a 
accused of throwing a bottle at police: | P>7 be tds oem 
men after an antipoll tax concert at 
Chat’s Palace, Hlackney, in March #991, 
Holbrook was alleged to have jumped on 
a policeman’s back to prevent Summers 
being arrested, 

Despite evidence from police at a 
three-day trial last week, the jury took 
just 15 minutes to find both defendants 
not guilty. 

Adam Clother, another of the four, 
claimed the police's version of what hap- 
pened outside Chat's Palace, was ‘total 
fabrication’. He accused officers from 
Hackney police station of lying on oath 
in court in.an attempt to convict the four, 

Martin Walker of Hackney Communi- 
ty Defence Association, a local watchdog 
group, said: ‘Hackney police are fast los- 
ing credibility because of the number of 
cases coming to court which are failing 
and leading to damages against the Met: 
ropolitan Police.’ 

A police spokeswoman said: ‘f cannot 
comment until we have actually received 
the complaint. ' 

In a separate incident last week in- 
valving tension between squatters and 

' police in Hackney, a man charged with 
spitting in the face of a policeman was 
cleared of assaulting the officer. Fhe 
charge against John Williams was 
litawn out by Highbury Corner Magis: 
trates Court, Dents Cantpbell 





























Adam Clother and Clare Holbrook, who plan to sue Hackney police for damages. 
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Group call for 
an inquiry 


AN ASIAN women’s group eay there 
should de a public Inquiry into the kill. 
ing of Vandana Patel and officers 
should be held accountable for her 
death. 

Newham Asian Women's Project, 
whe staged a vig outside the Old Bai- 
ley throughout the trial, say drasile 
changes should be made to prevent an- 
other tragedy. 

“The police should be held 
ible, The fact ts that this was In » police 
statlon. There should have been greater 
eda glen te her, She came look- 
ng for help. She was Jefl unsupervised 
with cote Migs eel oats: Then officers 
came back, W t an Interpreter, and 
asked Hf she was alrighi, 

“He could have sald anything io her. 
They went away agaia and 20 minutes 
later they retu and found she had 
been Stabbed between 12 and 15 times 
In the back without anyone hearing ao 
smund,” spokesperson Ashike Thank! 
told the Gazette, 

Over 150 members of the p Iald 
wreaths and observed a minuie's g- 
ence outside Stoke Newington police 
Ralion on the day after the incident, as 
sart of their campaign to change the 
way domestic attacks are deall with. 

“Police should take Immediate action 
shen women come furward suffering 
Tom abuse. We wani to see more ar- 
ests, What we are talking about Is cri- 
ninal assault -pollce have already got 
xMers to prosecute, 

“We also want better protection, 
nore information for women at risk, 
nore money and more advice centres,” 
ishika added. 


| Woman stabbed to death by her husband in police station dom estic violence un it 


Wife killer faces 
a life jail term 


Man poured boiling water over p 


A JEALOUS husband who stab- 
bed his wife to death al a police 
Station where they met to discuss 
their marriage problems has been 
jailed for life at the Old Bailey. 

Jayami Patel, 33, with « history uf vio- 
Jence towards his previous wife and girl- 
friends, was said by Justice Leonard to be 
cruelly violent towards wornen and a dan- 
gcrous man, 

Patel, a factory worker, of Arcola 
Street, Dalston, was found guilty of mur- 
dering his wife, Vandana, 21, at Stoke 
Newington police sistion in Apri! last 


The couple were separated and she 
Mayed at a refuge for Asian banered 
wives. They agreed to meet ai the domes- 
tic violence unit at the police station, 
where a special suite was provided, 

But Patel, who was nea searched, was 
atmed with a flick knife and hed a piece 
of cannabis with him. 

The couple entesed the suite and were 
iy on a sofa while police waited out- 


Suddenly there were screams and the 








@ Victim Vandana Patel. 


officers rushed in to find the wife had 
been stabbed 12 times in the back, said 
Jean Southworth, QC, prosecuting. 

Patel had denied murder. His plea of 
manslaughter on grounds of diminished re- 
sponsibiliy was not acerpted. Ile claimed 
he was suffering from a condition of 


revious partner 


morbid jeatousy and the effects of drink 
amd cannabis. 

Ile described embracing her before the 
atiack, telling her to come hone. 

He told police: “Maybe I was scared to 
loose her. wae my wife and she was 
mine.” tle admitted he always carried a 
hisfe. 

_ He added: *] just lose my temper some- 
times and cannot conirol myself. She just 
uicd me to get British citizenship.” 

The coun heard his first marriage en- 
ded in divorce in 1984 and he met Vanda- 
na in india when she was 19. There was 
an arranged martiage with a Jlindy cerem- 
ony and she [ater came to Oritain. They 
had another weilding at a register office. 

He said he suspected she was having al- 
fairs with sails ay only married to 
get & paatpon one for her boyfnend 
back in Indi. The couple had a short, stor- 
my marriage before she left him. 

Det Supt Russ Allen said that Patel had 
stabbed his first wife and poured boiling 
Water over her, 

Vandana had left because of violence 
and jealousy, but agreed to meet him at 
the police station to discuss things. 


-Yardie gun battles 
often go undetected 


UN battles between rival 
indie drug pangs arc being 
aged on Hackney strects, 


the other an expert in the Jamaican = stud 
criminal gangs, made the startling dis- 
clorure when they gave a presentation 
about ths criminal 


use of firearms. 


their background and gather 
intelligence, said: “There are shoot- ing racket in Miami. 
ings in Hackney which ere not rcpor- 
ted and whic 


we know nothin 


pal a for a multi-million-pound drug 
deali 


There have been reveral shootings 
in recent months, but 


olice have 


d police admit they never 
. to ah about them! See 
any shootings go unreported a de- 
tive revealed to Ifackney's Police 
mmunity Consultative Group at its 
eting last week. 
Police only find out when a mem- 
t of the public finds a spent bullet 
the street, of one of their infonners 
s thern off. 


Two serving Hackney detectives, 


Increasing numbers of high-pow- 
ered atitomalic weapons were being 
camied and used by Yardies dealing 
in crack and cocaine on Hackney 
strects, they warmed. 

Evidence of that was proved last 
year when police made 60 arresis and 
seized 20 firearms, along with ammu- 
nition and drugs, in an undercover 

ration. 

Det Sgi John Brannan who has 


about, We only find out when a sh 
cating ts found in the sirect, or we 
hear about it some other way. 

“These individuals arc villains wan- 
ted in their own country and the 
States who come to Hackney for safe 

As a result of the underoover opers- 
tion Last year police discovered a cri- 
minal network which led back to the 
United Sites. 


come up agsinst a wall of silence be- 
cause of the fear the gangs have in- 
stilled into the law-abiding Weit 
Indian community. 
“We had unprecedented public co- 
falion in the investigation into the 
muster of popular black musician, 
Glenroy Abdul, who was shol outside 
Maxims nightclub in Kingsland Road, 
Balsion, last year." added Det Set 
Brannan. “The problem is getting wit- 





Police promise 
major changes 


POLICE have admitled the murder of 
Vandana Patel was caused by “s com- 
munications breakdown” = and have 
promised changes in the supervision of 
couples in domestic violence unlis. 

Giving evidence at the Old Baller 
trist on Monday, Det Supi Russ Allen 
said Jayant) Patel's history of viotence 
was not known to the officers In the do- 
aor violence unii al Stoke Newing- 

“OF all the thousands of cases we 
deal wiih annually this Is the only one 
where there hat been tragic result," 
he zaid. 

He sald it was easy fo see with hind- 
one that Patel was a violend man, but 
his background “was nut known to the 
people of the domestic violence unit.” 

“We do our best to ireat all cases 
with compassion. In this case the sys- 
tem failed.” 

Things went wrong because of « | 
“communicailons breakdown.” 


Scolland Yand have now arnounced 
changes In the way the units are run. 
Couples wilt no longer be left logether 
onsupervised and men will be searched 
before they are allowed fn. 

Det Supt Allen told the Old Halley 
Jury that the Met had started with one 
domestic vicience unlt in 1987 and 
there were now 62. 


It was “no mean achievement" and 
there were 120 officers deallng with 
matters of domestic violence, with plans 
for even more. 

He urged women not io be pul off 


from using the units by Vandana Pa- 
iel's murder. 


e a former Flying Squad officer and 


STOKE NEWINGTON’S 
top cop has explained why 
cight of his officers under In- 
eae edon for alleged cor- 
ruption have not been 
suspended from duty. 

The elght have been 
moved to other stailons 
while a top-level Inquiry Is 
held Into allegations that 
they dealt in and resold 
scized drugs. 

Chief Supt Roy Clark 
told last week's Hackney Po- 
lice Community Consulta- 
tive Group meeting that 
officers would face suspen- 
slon If evidence supported 
such serious allegations. 

“These officers have nol 
been suspended,” he sald, 
“so you can assume at the 
moment there ls Insufficient 


been to 


amaica and the States to 


Police chief defends 
corruption investigation 


evidence to merit Ht. It was 
deemed to be in the best In- 
terests of the officers con- 
cerned and the 
investigating officer to 
transfer them to other sta- 
tlons while the inquiry Is 
conducted.” 

He told the meeting that 
the eight deserve the right 
of any individual to be pre- 
sumed Innocent unill pro- 
ven guilty. [t should also be 
remembered, he sald, that 
the allegations were bein 
made by self-confesse 
drug dealers. 


Hackney councillor Ken 
Hanson sald that if such a 
serlous complaint was made 
against council staff they 
would be suspended auto- 
matically while it was Invest: 
igatedd. 

Chief ee Clark said 
that any decision to suspend 
a police officer would be ta- 
ken by the Deputy Assistant 
Commisioner. “If every 
time an officer who had a 
complaint made sapalnsi 
them was suspended,” he 
sald, “the pubilc would be 
policing thernselves.” 


One of thote arrested was the book - 


nesses lo give evidence in court. 


Family reject police pay-out 
THE grandparents of Trevor Monerville have rejected an 
out-of-court offer of £17,000 from the Metropolitan Police 
in connection with an early-moming police raid on their 
house in Richmond Road, Dalston, two years ago. 


Mr Monerville is a Stamford Hill clectrician who suf- 
fered brain damage following his arrest by Daliton police. 
Maric and Edgar Burke are suing the police for assault 
and falte arrest. 

‘phe case is expected 10 continue into neal week at Croy- 
dlon Crown Court. 
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headlined 
sive. The myth that local poli 
black people is as preposterous and dangerous as 

at black people are habitually engaged in 
g others at knife-point in the streets of Hack- 


that our local MPs contend, as the re- 
hat local police do behave in this 


the myth 
robbin 


ney. 
Ti it is truc zt 
rt suggests, 
PE chica' then God help us all! 


samc is truc of Stoke N 
bat racial attacks in the bo 


COPS FACE 





MINDLESS 





VIOLENCE 





HACKNEY’S police are facing an increased threat of violence and injury from mental- 
ly ill people living in the community, a top cop has wamed. 


The warning comes as rising numbers of mentally ill people are being discharged from institutions as 
part of a policy to re-integrale them into socicty. 


More than 20 police offi- 
cers from Stoke Newington 
have been hurt on duty and 
many have been injured re- 
straining dangerously dis- 
turbed individuals necding 
pyschiatric treatment. 

In one case, a naked man 
went berserk with a knife 
while another had to be dis- 
armed wielding an iron bar 
five-fect long. 

Incidents involving danger- 


A dangerous and 
preposterous m 









ous and often violent mental- 
ly disturbed people are be- 
coming more frequent, Stoke 
Newington’s top cop, Chicf 
Supt Rey Clark, told Hack- 

*s Police Community Con- 
sultative Group. 

He listed a random sample 
of incidents his officers had 
dealt with in the past two 


yth 


report in the Hackney Gazette (Feburary 28) 


“MPs back anti-racist launch” is offen- 
ce ag an agency attack 


police officers at Hackney (and I know the 


f political gimmickry is dissi 


ewington) work hard to com- 
rough, When all the hot 
ated, police are 





by RUSS LAWRENCE 


ae y true 24-hour, 365-days-ol-the-year agency 
that can actually impact this insidious ae ye 
ringing some of the other groups outs! normal of- 
fice hours and you will get an answering machine. 
‘The sooner these groups in the borough realise 
that police have a positive role to play in dealing 
with racial attacks and that education, Co-operation 
and carefully-considered joint action is more ef ices 
tive than thetoric, the sooner real progress will ; 
made — if, indeed, that is my what these peopic 
ich must be questionable. 
Or gene focal lice are working with 
Hackney Council and other sgencics to scl up & 
joint initiative to combat racial attacks. From dag 
small seedling beginnings, mighty oaks can grow ! 
they are not stamped upon while still small by ure- 
sponsible comments from those who should know 
better. - BERNARD TAFFS, CHIEF SUPERIN- 
TENDENT, HACKNEY AND CITY ROAD PO- 


LICE STATIONS. 





months and said if demonsira- 
ted society’s failings in the 
ueatment of the mentally ill. 

Police had to wear prtec- 
live body armour to disarm 
the man with the iron bar at 
his flat in Sigdon Road, Stoke 
Newington. He had smashed 
a hole in his ceiling and was 
trying to prise up the floor- 
boards of the flat above. On 
the same day, police officers 
were called to a house in 
Beatty Road where the occu 
ier had taken an overdose. He 
refused help and bit and 
fought police. 

Three days latcr, a woman 
walked into the front office 
of Stoke Newington police 
station after slashing both her 
wrists. 


Police officers again had to 
wear protective clothin 
when called to Brodia Road, 
where a man was standing 
naked at his first-floor win- 
dow throwing furniture into 
the street and brandishing a 
knife. 

Police were also called to 
Neville Road, where the oc: 
cupier had bolted himself in 
another person's flat and was 
threatening to hanm himself. 

They had to talk down a 
man already undergoing psy- 
chiainc treaiment from the 


UC 


(J-J - 


roof of a building in pe 
Clapton Road. The man also 
had a knife. 

Two wecks ago police 
were called to Dalston 
Kingsland railway station, 
where a man was lying be- 
iween the tracks hitting him- 
self on the head with stoncs. 

And two days later they 
went to Spring Lanc, Upper 
Clapton, where a naked man 
was threatening to throw him- 
sclf into the River Les. 

Chicf Supt Clark said that 
if it is obvious people are 
mentally ill, they are taken to 
the psychiatric unit at Hom- 
erton Hospital rather than the 
police station. 


‘Sympathy’ 


“We have sympathy for 
these people, but ii ts heppere 
ing daily in Hackney and is a 
problem for society as 4 
whole and not just the po- 
lice," he added. 

Jlackney’s branch of the 
mental health charity MIND 
said it had noti an in- 
create in people suffering 
mental distress because of 
problems with homelessness, 
unemployment and = stress 
caused by financial worries. 


“After-care support and 
community facilites for for- 
mer long-stay mental paticnts. 
are totally inadequate,” said 
secrciary Roger Harris. 


ane 


SF 





Grandmother awarded £50,000 
for police assault 


A GREAT grandmother yester- 
day won £50,000 damages from 
the Metropolitan Police Commis- 
sioner after a jury found that she 
had been assaulted, falsely impris- 
oned and maliciously prosecuted | 
following a minor traffic accident. 

Croydon County Couit was told 
that Marte Burke, 73, had been 
pulled to the ground by a woman 

lice constable and held down in 

cont of her home in Hackney, 
east London, after she went to 
help her disabled husband. Her 
counsel, Courtenay Griffiths, said 
the police conduci had been cal- 
culated to “humiliate and dis- 
tress", “These officers behaved in 
an arbitrary, oppressive and un- 
constitutional way,” he said. 

In one of the highest damages 
awards against the police, the jury 
decided that Mrs Burke should be 
paid £20,000 in compensation for 


£15,000 for false 
and another 


ee assault, 
imprisonment 


' £15,000 for the malicious prosecu- 


tion. 

However, the jurors dismissed a 
civil action by Mrs Burke's hus- 
band, Edgar, 79, who said he too 
had been falsely imprisoned and 
assaulted. The jury also rejected a 
claim by Mr and Mrs Burke that 
police officers had entered their 
home without permission. 

f Afterwards, the Burkes’ solici- 
idr, Raju Bhatt, said in a state- 
ment: “It has become clear that a 
70-year-old woman was mali- 
cpus accused of an offence 
which she had not committed, 





By Adam Sage 
Legal Affairs Reporter 


This was done to cover up for an 
unlawful and brutal assault on her 
by officers in Flackney.” 

Mr Bhait said the Commis- 
sioner of the Metropolitan Police, 
against whom the action had been 
broughi, had given no cause for 
any confidence to be shown “in hus 
ability or willingness to deal with 
police misconduct”. 

Those officers responsible for 
the “wrongdoing” were “serving 
potice officers on our streets to 
this day. One hopes that the Com- 


missioner will not now leave thase 
officers as ghey are” 

The court heard that in January 
1989, Mrs Burke and a family 
friend, George Edwards, were in- 
volved in an accident in the 
Burkes’ car. No one was injured 
and they returned home to report 
the incident, 

The plaintiff claimed that when 
police arrived, they pushed past 
Mrs Burke and then wrongly ar- 
rested her husband, dragging him 
outside in only his long-johns, vest 
and sacks. However, the jury ac- 
cepted police arguments that they 
had acted correctly towards Mr’’” 
Burke. 


The decision was altogether dif- 
ferent in respect of Mrs Burke. 
She hac gone outside with a jug 
and diabetes pill for her husband, 
only to be wrestled to the ground 
by an officer, WPC Tina Martin, 
the court was told, 

“A lot of people held me down 
— my dress wils § over my head,” 
Mrs Burke had told the court. 

A passer-by supported Mrs 
Burke's story, saying she had been 
pinned to the edge of the pave- 
ment by three officers who “delib- 
eraicly tried to inflict os much 
pain as possible”. h 

Mrs Burke was taken to tHack- 
ney police station, searched and 
then proseculed for assault. But 
this charge, which was dropped 
twa days fater had been brought 
maliciously by WPC Tina Martin, 
the jury ‘decidéd by a majority of 


Scven to one. 


Further cases in area dogged by brutality claims 


AT THE back of Croydon County 
Court, Jeffrey Eaton had a special 
interest in what befell Edgar and 
Marie Burke after they alerted po- 
lice to a minor road accident. 

For he too alleges he has been 
the victim of injustice at the hands 
of the police in the deprived inner 
city Hackney area of London. Mr 
Eaton, 30, claims “the shit was lit- 
erally kicked out of me” after he 
and a friend Michael Lavery, 31, 
were originally arrested for being 
drunk and disorderly. 

Rafael Joseph, Hise Aden, was 
also present during the nine-day 
case. Caught after failing to stop 
for driving the wrong way down a 
one-way system, he alleges he was 
so badly beaten up by officers, that 
he was taken to hospital with seri- 
ous head injuries which rendered 
him unconscious. Alongside him 


drug deals, 


in the public gallery was Rudolf 
Hawkins, a 36-year-old bricklayer. 
He claims to have suffered a bro- 
ken hand and head injuries when 
officers truncheoned him. 

Encouraged by the £50,000 
award to Mrs Burke, they are su: 
ing the Metropolitan Police Com- 
missioner over the alleged actions 
of his officers. The damages have 
tekindled demands for a judicial! 
inquiry into policing in the area of 
north London which incorporates 
Hackney, Stoke Newington and 
City Road stations. 

Payments in civil claims from 
the area have already totalled 
more than £100,000 so far this 
year. Last month, as part of a ma- 
jor investigalion into police cor- 
ruption, eight officers were moved 
amid allegations of involvement in 
prompting Brian 


By Heather Mills Heather Mills 
Home Affairs Correspondent 





Sedgemore, the defending Labour 
candidate for Hackney South and 
Shoreditch, to raise the issue in 
the House of Commons. The mur- 
der of Vandana Patel by her hus- 
band in the domeslic violence unit 
at Stoke Newington police station, 
where she had sought a safe place 
to meet him, did nothing to bol- 
ster confidence in the force. 

The area has long been dogged 
by allegations from certain sec- 
tions of the community of police 
brutality, oppression, indifference 
to the welfare of prisoners, and 
racism. There are currently 26 
civil cases involving officers in the 
area and a report by the Hackney 
Community Defence Committee, 


jr). 


a focal legal campaigning group, 
details 143 cases it has taken up in 
the last three years. Forty allega- 
tions have been broupht to its at- 
tention in the last four weeks, 

Graham Smith, the committee's 
secretary, alleges that these are 
not isolated cases. He claims that 
policing in the area is “violent and 
oppressive”. The committee's re- 
port, A Crime is a Crime i a 
Cnime, has been submitted to the 
Royal Commission investigating 
the criminal juslice system. Two of 
the commission members have 
met the defence committee. 

Elowever, Supt Douglas West, 
deputy in charge al Stoke Newing- 
ton, said he believed that officers 
were “more sinned against than 
sinning. 

He rejected calls for an inquiry, 
pointing out that at Stoke New- 


COS5 2 


ington alone, officers carry out be- 
tween 7,000 ‘and 8,000 arrests ev- 
ery year and very few result in alle- 
gations against the police. Even 
fewer are substantiated. The bur- 
den of proof in ctvil claims is less 
than in criminal trials or in police 
disciplinary actions, he said. 

Neither did he accept that there 
was widespread concern about po- 
licing in the area, He said most 
residenis were content and most 
of the cases raised by the defence 
commitiee remained unproven 
allegations. 

Mr West added: “But we do not 
condone wrongdoing. Any crimi- 
nal activity on the part of any offi- 
cers will be pursued within the full 
rigours of the law.” However, he 
agreed that the stations had had 
perhaps more than their share of 
cause célébres, 
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WOMAN of 73 who 
was assaulted by 
police, falsely impris- 
oned and maliciously 


prosecuted was yesterday 
awarded a total of £50,000 
damages. 

Marie Burke was pulled to 
the ground and held there by 
three police officers after she 
tried to give her disabled hus: 
band his diabctes tablets when 
he was arrested following a 
minor traffic accident. 

Mrs Burke, who suffers from 
arthritis, was taken to Hackney 
police station, searched and 
charged with assaulting a wom- 
an police constable. 

Although the charges against 
her were dropped two days 
after the incident in January 
1989, she decided to sue the 
police. 

Her award, made up of 
£15,000 for false imprisonment, 
£20,000 for assault and £15,000 
for malicious prosecution, is 
one of the highest against the 
‘Metropolitan Police. 

Courtenay Griffiths, repre- 
senting Mrs Burke, told Croy- 
don county court she had suf- 
fered ‘“‘humillation and 
distress”, 

The Burkes’ car with Mrs 
Burke in it was being driven by 
a family friend, George Ed- 
wards, when it veered off the 
road, crashed through railings 
and ended in a pond. No one 
was hurt. They returned to the 
Burkes' home in Hackney, from 
where Mr Edwards phoned the 
police. 

When the police arrived, the 
Burkes claimed, the officers 
accused Mr Burke, who was ill 
in bed, of being the driver. They 
arrested him in his vest and 
long johns. 

When Mrs Burke intervened, 
she was assaulted by PC Tina 
Martin, the court was told, and 










manhandled to the ground in 
front of her neighbours. At the 
police station, Mrs Burke was 
charged with assault. Mr Burke 
was not charged. 

Mr Grifliths told the court 
this was a clear case of assault, 
wrongful arrest, trespass and 
malicious prosecution. 

The police claimed the events 
were completely different. They 
had had a report of an accident 
in which the driver had left the 
scene. They had been called to 
the Burkes’ home and believed 
Mr Burke had been driving the 
crashed car. He was suspected 
of drink-driving and was asked 
to take a test. 

He refused to take a test and 
was “gently” persuaded to go to 
the police station, police said. 
Mrs Burke assaulted PC Martin 
by smashing a jug over her, the 
court was told. 

The case became a cause 
celebre in Hackney, where there 
has been antavonism between 
the police and parts of the black 
community for several ycars. 

The Burkes are the grandpar- 
ents of Trevor Monerville, who 
was arrested by Stoke Newing- 
ton police in 1987 and only 
traced four days later, to Brix- 
ton prison, where he was found 
to have a blood clot on his 
brain. 

He had to undergo surgery, 
which has left him with loss of 
memory and vision and with fits, 
On his release, he was arrested 
on a series of occasions in con- 
troversial circumstances. In 
1988, he was cleared at Snares- 
brook crown court of attempted 
robbery and assault on a police 
officer. Nine other charges 
against him were dropped. 

The Hackney Community De- 
fence Association took up the 
Burkes’ case, and has cam- 
paigned over it for three years. 

The result of the case is un- 
likely to ease relations in Hack- 
ney. A number of other civil 
actions against police in the 
area are pending. 
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Pensioner wins 
police damages 


A PENSIONER who was 
assaulted by police, falsely 
imprisoned and maliciously 
prosecuted was yesterday 
awarded £50,000 damages — 
one of the biggest awards 
against the force. 

Mrs Marie Burke, 73, a 
great-grandmother and 
arthritis sufferer, was pulled 
to the ground and held there 
by three police officers after 
she tried to give her disabled 
husband his diabetes tablets 
when he was arrested follow- 
ing a minor traffic accident. 

Mrs Burke, who had sued 
the Metropolitan Commis- 
sioner of Police, was taken to 
Hackney police station, east 
London, searched = and 
charged with assaulting a 

-woman constable, Croydon 
County Court heard. 

The charge was dropped 
twodayslater. - 

Mr Courtenay Griffiths, for 
Mrs Burke, told the jury she 
sulfered ‘‘humiliation and 
distress'’. The officers 
involved had behaved in an 
“arbitrary, oppressive and 
unconstitutional’ way. 

Mr Griffiths said: ‘'You 
may feel the Commissioner 
must be forced on the size of 
the award to view this occur- 
ence with the seriousness it 
deserves. By your award you 
Should say you are sick and 
tired of police officers coming 
to court and lying to juries.” 

The jury decided Mrs 
Burke was entitled to £20,000 
for being assaulted, £75,000 
for false imprisonment and 
£15,000 for malicious 
prosecution. 

But the jury of four women 
and four men rejected dam- 
ages claims that police had 


Gran wins 
police suit 


AN ARTHRITIC great- 
grandmother who was ns- 
saulted by police, falsely im- 
prisoned and maliciously 
prosecuted was awarded 
£50,000 damages yesterday, 


It is one of the highest 
awards made against police. 

Marie Burke, 73, of 
Hackney, East London, 
sued the Metropolitan Po- 
lice Commissioner after 
three officers held her to the 
ground when she tried to 
give her disabled husband 
his diabetes tablets. 


Hie had just been arrested 
after a minor car accident. 
Passer-by Chandler Gicke 
told Croydon County Court: 
“They were inflicting as 
much pain as possible.” 


TODAT 


trespassed in the couple's 
home, assaulted Mrs Burke's 
husband Edgar, 79, and 
falsely imprisoned hin. 

The couple, married for 44 
years, told the nine-day hear- 
ing that their house in Rich- 
mond Road, Hackney, was 
raided by police in January 
1989 shortly after the acci- 
dent was reported to them. 

But they claimed the raid 
was really curried out 
because their grandson had 
been the subject of a number 
of controversial arrests. 

Mrs Burke told the court 
that after her husband, who 
walks with a stick, had been 
led to a prison van in his 
underwear she went to.take 
him his medicine. 

But Pe Tina Martin, whom 
the jury found had lied when 
she claimed Mrs Burke had 
attacked her with a jug, 
pulled the elderly woman to 
the ground. 

After the hearing Mr Baju 
Bhatt, the couple’s solicitor, 
said the case had undermined 
confidence in the Comiis- 
sioner’s ability or willingness 
to deal with police miscon- 
duct. He said he had set out to 
defend the actions of his offi- 
cers and had offered not one 
word of apology. 
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Marie, 73 
assaulted 
by police 


POLICE were ordered 
to pay damages of 
£50,000 yesterday fol- 
lowing an assault on a 
freat-grandmother. 
Mrs. Marie Burke, an 
arthritis sufferer, was 
pulled to the ground by 
a police woman and 
pinned down by three 
other officers in a raid 
on her home, Croydon 
County Court was told. 
But all Mrs Burke, 73, 
of Hackney, East Lon- 
don, wanted to do was 
ass some diabetes tab- 
ets to husband Edgar, 
79, who had been 
arrested following a 
minor traffic offence. 
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Victim, 73, gets £50,000 


Police to pay 





for attack on 


grandmother 


By HELEN JOHNSTONE 


A WOMAN aged 73 has won 
one of the highest damages 
awards made against the 
police after a court was told 
that officers had behaved in 
an “arbitrary, oppressive and 
unconstitutional” way. 
Marie Burke, a great 
grandmother with arthritis, 
was awarded damages total- 
ling £50,000 after being as- 
saulted by police, falsely im- 
prisoned and maliciously 
prosecuted. Mrs Burke, of 
Hackney, east London, had 
sued the Metropolitan Com- 
missioner over her treatment. 
She had been ee to the 
ground and held down by 


three police officers after she 
tried to give her disabled hus- 


28 cons 


raiter 


grat, 


A GREAT-grandmother 
who was assaulted when 
28 police officers raided 
her home wen £50,000 


- damages yesterday. 


Marie Burke, 73. was 
attacked as she tried to 
give her disabled husband 
his diabetes tablets when 
he was arrested after a 
minor traffic accident. 

Three officers pulled 
the athritic old lady to 
the ground and shoved her 
spine against the kerb. 

Mrs Burke, of Hack- 
ney, East London, was 
later charged with as- 
saulting a WPC, Croy- 
don County Court heard, 
But the charge waa 
dropped two days later, 

The damages, against 
the Metropolitan Police. 
were awarded for assault, 
false imprisonment and 
malicious prosecution 


MIRKOR 
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band Edgar, aged 79, his 
diabetes tablets when he was 
arrested over a minor traffic 
accident, Croydon crown 
court was told. 

Mrs Burke was taken to 
Hackney police station, sear- 
ched and charged with as- 
saulling a woman police 
constable. The charge was 
dropped two days later. 

Courtenay Griffiths, for 
Mrs Burke, said she had 
suffered humiliation and dis- 
tress and had been obliged to 
bring the civil action to get 
Justice. The police officers 
had behaved in an “arbitrary, 
oppressive and unconstitu- 
tional” way. 

He told the jury: “By your 
award you should say you are 
sick and tired of police offi- 
cers coming to court and ly- 
ing to juries.” 

The jury awarded Mrs 
Burke £20,000 for the as- 
sault, £15,000 for false im- 
prisonment and £15,000 for 
malicious prosecution. How- 
ever it rejected a claim that 
police had trespassed in the: 
couple's home, assaulted her 
husband and falsely impris- 
oned him. 

The couple said during the 
nine-day hearing that their 
house was raided by police in 
January 1989 shortly after 
the accident. Mrs Burke said 
that after her husband had 
been led to a prison van in his 
underwear she went to take 
him his medicine. 

WPC Tina Martin, whom 
the jury found had lied when 
she claimed Mrs Burke had 
attacked her with a jug, 
pulled the woman to the 
ground. 

After the hearing Raju 
Bhatt, the couple's solicitor, 
said that the case had under- 
mined confidence in the com- 
missioner’s ability to deal 
with police misconduct. He 
had set out to defend the 
actions of his officers and had 
offered not one word of 


apology. 
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Armed police fear 
for public safety as 


ARMED police based in Hackney fear they and 
the public are at risk from pistol-packing gangsters 
after senior officers decided to slash training by 


half to save moncy. 

Special Anned Response Vehicles patrel London 24 hour s 
day, ready to tackle any emergency involving guns ~ such as a 
lerroriat raid or a hostage situation — Sacra deately: 

The care carry « deadly arsenal of automatic weapons in the 
boot, including powerful SAS-style Heckler and Koch car- 
bines, and are based at the rear of Old Street magistrates’ court 
in Shoreditch, together wiih the elite “blue beret™ police PT 17 
Greanme squad. 

The s ist unit was set up in July last year, but now the 
Yast majoril isd the officers manning the vehicles are up in 
arms then 

Trouble wal “sparked by s controversial decision by police 
chiefs to cut their training by over 50 per cent at less than 17 
days’ nolice. Forty-seven of 
the stunned fircasms experts 
have written to the ae lg ort 
tan Police * sbie eels The Job 
in a rare public display of outrage. 

Pe Edward Dems dananded to know 


training 
budget 





is halved 


sponse Vehicles was acked for their 
Views 


Chief Supt Rick Johnson, replied: “I un- 
derstand the frustration of the officers a- 

ted with this letter, expecially as I 
introduced the training progranane and 
now fave to reduce it,” 


the reason for the cut, “at a lime of rising 

blic concem about the use of firearms 

Ey police and the everincreating vse of 
s by crimirials,” 

He © wert on: “This has happened al 
most overnight and without any thought 
as to the effect this will have on the sale- 
ty, morale and welfare of the officers 


cm 
” "No-one employed on the Acmed Re- 


“The new training rota does not allow 
the relief to train together as a whole 
oo Ye Ee pate se aoe 
experience has shown that team work is 


. the ial , 
anawered 2,856 emergency calla in 
which fireanns were thought to be in- 
volved, 


The man responsible for the cuts, 


And he explained that the problem “is 
that 2 much larger number of officers 
will be required to be trained. 

“They cannot be trained to the sam le- 
vel as previously in PTI? 2s there are 
not the financial resources or facilities to 
ieee that degree of training,” he ad- 


"Very reluctantly, therefore, the train- 
ing had to be reduced.” 


Man dies after being 
rushed to hospital 
from police station 


PATIIER-OF-THREE Brian McKerr died hours after being ar- 
resied by police whe found him staggering in the street outside 
a pub in the eatly hours of the moming. 

Mr McKerr, 46, of Queensbridge Road, Haggersion, died in 
the intensive care unit at Bart's Hospital after being rushed 
there from cells ai City Road police station. 

Cops reckon he had been on a mammoth drinking binge and 
officers gave him heart massage and mouth-lo-mouth mszuscita- 
tion when they found him slumped in the cell struggling to 
breath. 


And this week the station's ops a scotched « national 
newspaper report that Mr MicKecr unconscious when 
he wan taken into custody, and emphasised that officers 
checked on him every 30 minutes. 

We was arrested shorlly before lam on Sunday outside the 
Middleton Arms in Queensbridge Road, Haggesston. 


“He was staggering about outside the pub and when officers 
sue on couldn’: stand,” said Det Insp Bill Smith, of 
City Road poli 


Routine checks 


“But when he was taken into police custody he was definite- 
Fy not unconscious. We ca out our rouune check on 
every half-an-hour and he was sleeping and mumbling. We be- 
lieve he had been a heavy drinker for some time.” 

“At 4.25am, officers couldn*t rouse Mr McKerr and he 
seemed to be having difficulty breathing. They tried heart mas- 
gage and mouth-lo-mouth and then called an ambulance.” 

Divorced Mr McKert died just before noon af Bart's and the 
resuluy of a posi-moriem examination wilh be revealed next 


The shocked landlady at the Middleton Arms, Lucille Woo!- 
nef a said: “He was « regular and I was very tad to hear cl 


“We'll miss him as he was hannless and a good laugh. He 
hadn't been drinking at the pub that evening. Ile was drink out- 
tide at about Spm. 

“It was raining, 30 we brought him in and he fell asleep on a 


< AA. ‘inquest was opened. and adjotried on earaee Mr 
“McKerr’s funeral takes Plage in Nowinghamn 2e3t Tuesd 


Cops set 
up shop 
in drugs 
territory 


A FATAL shot has been fired at drug dealers on 
the notorious cop one Estate with the opening 
of a police “ 10p” just yards from where junk- 
ies gather t to buy narcotics. 
borough's iop cop, Chief Supt Bemand Taffs, from 

Hackney police station, and the gees Cilr Gerry Ros 4, offici- 
ally open the shop ree? {Frida 

Once a florist's, the ibing i cia tcbeithaen wits 


side of the ‘Sone and has been given a complete facelift end 
by STEWART 


refit contin 

It's the fica of Fi of tack 
police communit 
cor, Inspector | aa u Back, 
and Ifaggerston councillor Si- 
man Matthews, who came up 


FOWLER 





with the scheme after repes- And Hackney Council les- 
ted complaints from der John McCafferty added: 
residents thet their estate had “his is on deals belief that part- 
become a haven for drug ¢, 
er and dealers. aaa the eas 
ity Road then ¢ 
oaks fag 
_w c ive “year 
ioste on the shop rent-free. “The nee PoHse ae 


“The Ileggersion estate is a 
known haunt for drug dca- 


a ee mee See 
in a very practical way. 


ters,” said Insp Back. "Origine PE that it will help 

ally. the shoo was 8 eta in the 6. Sl ata 
ip pala edad ib por lives" secure in their ¥ 
denis expressed . 

Piss oxihe ss te: atten tec ak oe 
“a , we alto see the ana Ora am 

shop asap a wheeake Go Bell, will staff the office at 

munity, which has a multi-cth- 228 [laggerston Road from 


midday to . Monday to 
Saturday. i x 





AF TER 31 yes 
Elackney, yx C 


@ Chicf Supt Bernard Taffs of Hackney pollce statlon 
says farewell io Mick O' Pray. 


ni of nabbing the ene of 
Mick OP. has decided to um 
his hand t0 catching fish. 

The veieran cop, who ‘has spent his entire 
carcer on the strects of Iiackney, 
back to his native Scarboroug ‘in York: 


has gone 





‘hire oF rege =a his fevcirad 


a shall do a tot of fishing until the pubs 

open and then do some drinking,” he said. 
Mick came to Hackney at the tender sac 

of 22 straight from se college and 


was soon in the thick of 
things, whether it waz bat- 
Wing with fascista in Ridley 
Road, saving # dying man 
or disarming gunmen at 
Old Street. 

“I used to patrol Ridlcy 
Road on Sundays and there 
war always # punch-up 
when the British Movement 
had a mecting,” he laughed. 

“T gol a commendation 
for saving the hile of a 
bloke in Kingsland High 
sure who knifed himself. I 

him round and man: 
pe to keep his heart 


“And T got another com- 
mendation for taking guna 
off two jewellery shop ni- 
eral in an Et ne at Old 
Street euaboal. e raid. 


Seized petrol bombs were being 
stored up for estates’ gang fight 


A CACHE of 19 petrol bombs was 
seized by police before they could be 


‘The bowles of petrol = nine of them with 


Street, aed aficr a youth was beaten up. 


at le said they ate that their group would 


used in a fight between nval gangs 
from two council estates. 

e discovery prevented incidents which 
gold ehhh had terrifying results, the Old Bai- 


The bombs were found hidden in a kids’ 
y areca near Rhodes House on the Provost 
Murray Grove, Hoxton. 


wicks made from reg = were in a milk crate §=— A mestage had been received that the White- be outnumbered and the bombs were to be 
witha container, the court heard. cross crowd would be arnving for abaule that «thrown in front of the rivalz to scare them 
Ronald Wood, now 17, of Pieheld Street, Saturday night. away,” coutwel said. 
Hoxton, was convicted of having the bombs Wood told police that the Muray Grove The youth was not the only onc to have 
under his control in September last year- Een or 1o arn themselves with the petrol «= been involved in making and storing the 
ba “for protection,” the prosecution coun- = bombs — the others had now arrested. 


see had ded not es ped Recorder Brian 
%, regen rH dep i various reports. 

¢ cout was told there had been trouble 

between the abd Grove youths and their ri- 
vals from the Whitecross Rataiz in Whitecroas 


eWeek beastie rol from a garage in 
Old Street and petal fill botles fafors hi- 
ding them. 


The discovery came afier reports of . 
ted clashes between the two rival gangs. There 
had been other incidents and police were keep- 
ing a close watch on the sitmation. 
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—a _— rs - * on in aninintieiall a a me rT ees os 
A top cop has taken flowers and chocolates 
ito a mum's Hackney home after armed police 
held her family at gunpoint and ralded their 
Sylvia Howe and her family were ordered oul of ; 
the house in their nighties and pyjamas and her son | 
handcuffed dunng the raid last Tuesday moming. 
Gunmen ordered her 13-year-old daughter to put 
her hands in the sir as she stood outside barefeet in 
-atiny nighidress 
k ] 
someone hostage. Police found nothing e aim a 
eke ry Ke, Ne — oT 
jally delivered abunch following the raid. aon Simon, 21, and her 
fof flower and choco- Devastated Mrs husband Ken, who was 
latea to Mrs Howe |asi' Howe, who lives with at work when the raid 
[Friday Police have her two daughters Nico- happened, said this 
day of my life [though 
[ was game to die 
“They were ne 
guns at all of ws and 
nals. We were only hay 
ing breakfast. We are a 
normal decent family 
who have never done 
how peuple pats us on 
the street * 
WRECKED 
The family’s house 
ing the raid. A child's 
duils hause was des- 
troyed, doors kicked in 
and mirrors smashed. 
pay for any damage 
Khrz Howe tard: **No 
apologies can ever 
make things right | 
do bul Nicola is just 13, 
Our lives have been 
tuined There was no Le eet 
need Io point. a pun al a a mane 


house in a massive slege. 
" Police helicopters and a aquad from Scotland 
Yaed's firearms unit avocned on the house in 
Oswald Sireet after a tip off that an armed man, 
believed to be known by the family. was balding 
¢ Head of Hackney = Sean 
division Chief Supt BY MICHELLE TAVERNER RAPA, php al ne IH sqemmppereeregeyetgettstets 
i Bemard Talis person: 4 vi 74 “a 1 Jae . : 7 he eee cee 
also issued an apology la and Jackie, 17, her 9 week "lt was the wont 
trealing us like crimi- 
anything criminal and 
waa also damaged dur: 
Police have offered to 
know they have a job to 
little earl. 





The family are con: that J took flowers and 2 fn. someone poten. would say eS. 
sidering taking Iegal chocolates round to her tially dangerous, and He alded: “When yan ia 
action, J iook them myself when things dent tum are in an armed situa af two 

Chief Supt Bernard because J understand = opt quite how we ton thes you acl ina wardrobes 
Taff at Hackney poles thal some sensibilitics «capect we try twactina different way tahow wth the 

uy 


said: “Jam sorry forthe might have been human way sou would act in a situ. aol 
distress caused to Mrs 9 braised We yvou tad asked me = ation where there is a alons at 
Howe and her farnily. “We thought there at the time whether we dispute between a man thee 


“fam not ashamed as someone there with =o acted appropriately [and wife 


Ec. Cm HdOvee7i ser 
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|Assault police cleared 

|Scotland Yard has announced 
that no action is to be taken 
against officers found by a jury 
at Croydon county court to 
have assaulted and falsely im- 


| prisoned freat-grandmother 

arie Burke, aged 73, of Hack- 
|ney, east London, who was this 
‘week awarded £50,000 damages 
| against the Metropolitan Police. 





Assault case police face no action 


NO ACTION is to be taken 
against police officers found by a 
jury to have assaulted and falsely 


| imprisoned a 73-year-old grand- 


mother, Scotland Yard said yes- 
terday. 

Marie Burke sued the Metro- 
politan Police in a civil claim for 
damages and was awarded a total 
of £50,000 — £20,000 for assault, 
£15,000 for false imprisonment 
and £15,000 for malicious prosecu- 
tion — by Croydon County Court 


on Thursday. The court was told 
she was pulled to the ground and 
held there by three police officers 
after she tried to give her disabled 
husband his diabetes tablets when 
he was arrested following a minor 
traffic accident. 

Mrs Burke was then taken to 
Hackney police station, searched 
and charped with assaulting a 
woman police constable. The 
charge was dropped two days 
later. The police claimed a differ- 


jr) 
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ent version of events and accused 
Mrs Burke of assaulting the 
woman officer by smashing a jug 
over her. 

A Scotland Yard spokeswoman 
said: “The matter has been inves- 
tigated by the Complaints Investi- 
gation Bureau and no allegations 
against officers were substanti- 
ated.” 

She said the case would not be 
reviewed in the light of Thursday's 
decision. 
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“The price of this achievement 
has been costly. These two 
elderly pensioners have had to 
endure humiliation and degra- 
dation inflicted deliberately 
upon them by officers from 
Hackney Police. 

They have also wondered, if 
they can treat elderly people in 
such an outrageous and unfor- 
givable manner how do they 
treat people younger than them- 
selves?” 

The £50,000 won by the cou- 
ple brings the total sum of dam- 
ages awarded sgainst the Hack- 


ney and Stoke Newington 
police in 1992 slone io 
£132,000. 

The Hackney Community 
Defence Association, which 
supported the Durkes through: 
out the trial, said it believed the 
essault was racially motivated, 
Spokesman Graham Smith told. 
The Voice:"] have never heard 
of anything like this happening 
fo a White couple,” 

The association is now call- 
ing for an judicial inquiry into 
the misconduct of the police 
force in the arca. 











Elderly victim of 


Vicious assault wins 
£50,000 from the Met 


A 73-year old preat-grandmother who was assaulted 


by the police 
hig 


as been awarded £50,000, one of the 


hest damages payments paid out by The Met. 


St Lucian-burn Marie Dorke 
an her husband Edgar, 79, were 
the victims of police brutality 
three years. apo when olficers 
ftom Plackney police station in 
cast London stormed their home 
altcr they were involved in a 
minor traific accident. 

The jury at Croyden County 
Court, seuth London, heard how 
officers raided the couple's 
Hackney home and arrested dis- 
shted Mr Butke, who was lying 
sick te bed. 

They then dragecd him semi- 
miked fo 8 police van belure 
taking him to Hackney police sta. 
tion, 





couple wero brutally assautted 
by tho polica, 


VOICE 2H SH TA 





By Deborah Ward 





Distressed Mrs Burke ran to 
fet husband's assistance with 
tabicis and water, but was vio- 
lently pushed te the ground by 
WPC Tina Martin, a martial arts 
expert. Mes Burke was then 
artested and taken to the police 
sialinn. There, she was put 
through a humiliating strip. 
search ordeal and charged with 
assaulling a police officer.Two 
days [sicr the charges were 


dropped. 
Malicious 


The court found that Nirs 
Burke had been viciously 
assaulted, falsely imprisoned 
and malicioutly prosecuted and 
decided that Airs Burke should 
reecive £30,000 for the assault, 
£45,000 for the false imprison- 
ment and anuther £15,008 for 
fhe mailcious prosecution. 

Banister Courtenay GrifTiths 
said that the compensation sum 
highlighted the extent of police 
dishonesty and incompetence. 

Speaking on behalf of the 
Diutkes, solicitor Raju Bhatt s3id; 
“The price of this achievement 


Continued on page 3 





! Andrew Millington 


has presented flowers 

and chocolates to an 
east London family who were 
ordered out of their home in 
their nightclothes at 
gunpoint. 

Two officers went to the 
house in Hackney after a tip- 
off that an armed man was 
inside holding hostages. 

Members of the Howe fam- 
ity denied a gunman was 
present but within an hour 
the Tactical Firearms Unit 
surrounded the house in Os- 
wald Strest. 

Sylvia Howe, 48, who has a 
heart condition, and her 


Te Metropolitan Police 


CURED IN 


Gun police say it 


three children, Simon, 21, 
who suffers from cerebral 
palsy, Jacqueline, 17, and Ni- 
cola, 13, were ordered out of 
the house by armed officers 
who then searched their 
home, damaging furniture. 

They were told to place 
their hands on their heads 
and then taken to police ve- 
hicles in Milifield Street. 

Senior officers have writ- 
ten to apologise to Mrs Howe 
and presented ber with choc- 
olates and flowers. 

She said: “This whole thing 
has been like torture. First 
we were thought to have 
been hostages, then we were 
treated like criminals. None 
of us has ever been in trouble 
with the police. 


re 


with flowers 


“There has got to be some- 
thing done. You do not hold a 
13-year-old girl at gunpoint. 

“It is so distressing. None 
of us can sleep. My son is a 
bundle of nerves and my 
daughter won't go to school." 

A Metropolitan Police 
spokesman said: “It was up- 
setting for the people con- 
cerned and we regret that. 
We received information and 
we have to act on that. If we 
did not we would soon be 
criticised.” 

He said the two uniformed 


officers who went to the. - 


house after the tip-off said 
they thought the family had 
indicatod by sign language 
that an armed man was 
upstairs. 


(Epo ae fl 
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Race relations and the police 


[-{ARD on the heels of the 
Chief Constable of Strath- 
clyde’s racist remarks at a 
cricket club dinner comes the 
news that no action is going to 
be taken against the Hackney 
police officers who cost the Met- 
ropolitan Police £50,000 in dam- 
ages last week (Guardian, 
March 20 and 21). The amount 
could doubtless be doubled or 
tripled if the legal costs are 
taken into account. 

The Metropolitan Commis- 
sioner Sir Peter Imbert has con- 
Stantly said he wants racism 
eradicated from the police. 
These sentiments were ex. 
pressed most recently in a fol- 
low-up TV programme to the 
“Black in Blue” series earlier 
iast year. But if officers whom 2 
county court jury clearly be- 
lieved are guilty of assault and 
false imprisonment of an el- 
derly woman escape without 
punishment, what is the only 
conclusion we can draw? it 


CURRAN 


must be that police officers are 
free to practice racist, rude and 
violent behaviour, not to men- 
tion implied perjury, as they 
please and get away with it. 

It is fervently to be hoped 
that, whichever party is clected 
to government in the General 
Election, they are willing to 
take on this issue with the 
police, and to demand that offi- 
cers found guilty by the courts 
in such a case are at least sev- 
erely disciplined, if not dis- 
missed. Then we might ect the 
kind of behaviour both black 
and white people are entiticd to 
expect from the police service 
we pay for. 

Then aiso Sir Peter Imbert 
might get, and keep, more of 
the black officers he claims that 
he so much desires. 

(Rev) David Haslam. 
Council of Churches for 

Britain & Ireland, 
{nter-Church House, 

London SEI. 
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We.regret what- 
happened, 
admits top cop 


HACKNEY'S top cep, 
Chlef Supt Bernard Taffs, 
cald he was not proud of 
the case and regretied thal 
Mrs Burke was arrested 
and broughi io the stailon. 
But he said there wat a 
danger H could be seen by 
the public as “sympto- 
matic of & malaise among 


bolated Incident thal hap. 
pened three years ago. | 
am pot irging lo make ¢- 


curses, but we 7 do the 
best we con under difficult 
BCES. 
“We ebvieur! 


tech cases which glre 
graunds for o complaint 
and ie ibis case eread sym- 
pathy aad compassion was 
shown by officers io Mr 
ned Airs Burke on the 
hight thi: happened, ond 
mi at the court etpre- 
sed companion fer Mrs 
Burke. 


“it should be remem: 
bered that over 17 police 
officers gave evidence. And 
the malority of potke evi 
dence about tSe behavlowr 
of officers thei alghi was 
supported by ihe it 


wag some aspects of the 
cage whith Involved Mrs 
Herke sad Pe Tina Martina 
whith the Jury found ua- 





reamnable. 

“indlvidwals are frequ- 
enliy called upon io make 
difficeit decisions when un- 
der presmere of alone and 
senetimes those Inrolred 
in that declsloa-making 
may nol make ihe right de- 
fislon,” be added. 


“Senlor officers at the 
aiasijon decided not to pro- 
ceed with charge: agelnst 
the couple, Thal decision 
silght be Interpreied as an 
admission of poor beha- 
rlour, when reaily H was a 
brave decision on the part 
of sendor officers wha were 
weying ‘here bb an elderty 
lady ond we don't want to 
be seem le pursue thls te 
the bitter end’. 

“At Hackney and City 
Road we deal wih over 
16,000 cusiody cases every 
year tnd oul of those only 
a tery small proportions 
make a complalot. 

“Over the past tre years 
every single officer and 
dvilian hat been to a Met 
Polce Pus Seminar wilh 
the objective of analysing 
thelr attliedes and the man- 
ner of how they do thelr 
Job, Also to reflect on our 
talernent of common pur- 
poses which are the ch 
ples of policing to Pnbich 
we sirive to adhere.” 





A GRANDMOTHER of 73 was awarded 
£50,000 in damages from the police after a jury 
heard how three officers pinned the arthritic 
old lady to the ground, causing her spine to 
barig agelost s kerb. 

payout = ane of the biggest awards agsinst the 
force = was made aficr Marie Buske cued the Metrmo- 
poliian Pobee in « civil ection. 

She was assaulied as she wert to give her disabled 
husband, Edgar, his diabetes tablets a3 he was led in 
his ila la io a police ven following « raid by 28 
police officers on ther home in Richmond Road, Dal- 
stom, if January 1969. Police had gone there Wo arrest 
hin after a minor traffic accident. 

Mra Burke was taken to Hackney police station 
where she was searched and laues charged with as- 
saulling a woman constable. Police claimed Mre 
Bike hd enashed'a pigioves thetbcad'of Pe Tina 
Marin, bus wwo days later the charge was 

The couple, married for 44 years, clauned during 
the ame-day bearing at Corydon County Coun, thal 
Belie really carries oun Che seal be suse htane Mrs 

wrke's grandson, Trevor Monerville, had been the 

ject of a number of controversial arrests. 
pry cf four men anal four wornen decided Mra 
Buike was entitled i £70,000 for being assaulted, 
£15,000 for false imprisonment and £15,000 for 


$ protesution. — 
But they rejected clams tha police had trespasted 





Grandmothe 
‘wins £50,000 
police payout 









r 





in the couple's home, assaulted Mrs Burke's hus- 
band, Edgar, and falacly imprisoned hun. 

This week the couple's solicitor, Raju Bhatt, 
blamed the tack of effective and independent machin: 
old pecriciis bear thc bende ol SaRiplig te alin 

lo best en ice 
officers to account for thelr auscondkict: = 

And he eccused the Metropolitan Police Commis: 
tiemer, Sir Peter Imben, of defending the actions of 
his officers and af not offering one word of apology 

“People thould net need recourse to the civil 


courts,” he said. “The job of bringing officers to ac- 
count for rusconduct should br the responsibility of 
the chief of police,” 


Police will nt be taking action against thore offi: 
cers involved, e Scouland Yard spokesperson said 

“The mauicr has been investigated by the Corm- 
plaints Invectigai:on Burcau and no ollegavons 
againtl olficert were substantiated. The case will not 
be reviewed in the light of the court's decision.” 

The police watchdog grup, Hackney Communit 
Defence Association, be ite: £50,000 payout lo Mis 
Burke brought to £132,000 the total damages awar- 
ded sgainst flackney and Stoke Newington police in 
the first three months of this year. 

“Apart from the damages there are also the legal 
costs which heave to be paid out from the public 
pruise,” said spoketperson Graham Smith, “ang those 
must total £250,000." 





— 


pending on thelr merits,” he sald. 





Ex-offender to 


sue after night 
in custody 


A MAN who set up hostels for en-conticis 
bn Hackney bs tulng police afier he was ar- 
resied and hept Je custody overnight al 
Stoke Newington police statlon, before 
pele released the following day without 


Fee. 

Wilite Shilteto = a reformed armed rob- 
ber whe haa served three prison sentences 
- is co-ordinator of the Rageshott Twa 
Housing Association In St Philip's Road, 
Dsision, which helps to re-iniegrate ea-vf- 
fenders tanto rosie d 

Mr Shltelo, 45, a sutng police for as- 
auld and false imprisonment afer he al- 
beges he was handcuffed and beaten up in 
& police yan and subjected to racist abuse. 

Anniher case Involves Danny Daniel, 20, 
from Siratford, who is sulng pollee for 
fale Ienprisonment, malicious prosecution 
end assault afier he and bl: middle-aged 
pra were arrested after s minor park: 
ne offence ai Dalsion's Ridley Road Mar- 


P He ae tha with a pubic erder of- 
ence, but the charge was later d 
the Crown Prosecution Service. oe 

Clvit acilons In both the Shitiets aed De- 
nel cases were slarted this week af Shore- 
ditch Ceunty Court. They are among 
severe) cases of alleged police misconduct 
jnvelving black people which Hackney 
Law Centre in Mare Street has taken up. 

“Legal ald has been granied in both 
these cases,” sald solicitor, Stephen Cragg, 
af Hacknes Law Cenire. 

Soke Newlngiun's top cop, Chief Supt 
Roy Clark, said he was not aware of diker 
of the cases. 

“The Metropuiltan Pollce sollctior will 
declde wheiher jo contest hem or not, de- 
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New police 






shop Is a force to be rec 


ee 
Sr 1 


a ae 


‘Police aim to sniff out ak 





Pat 





@ Cop @ load of this! From eli te aghi, Chief Supt Barnard Talfs, Pe Graham 


Ball, mayor Gerry Ross and Pc Maria Gray at the opening of the new police shop 


in Haggereton Rood. 


HACKNEY fotk have always celled 

the local polles station the “co 

ria bul now Haggeraion rest- 
6 renily do have thelr awn cop 


den 
shepl 


A former florlet's ahop In Hagger- 
sion Road hae boen totell 
the Metopellian Follce st 
@ cost of £30,000, end ls now ta be 
Used as on arm of City Road police 
tation In the fight sgainal druge. 

Ht opened lant Friday, and is the re- 
sult of pressure from residents of 
the nearby Haggersion Estate, who 
ined of belng overrun by 


blshed 


ad com 


mere. 


reir 


and 
Gerry Rosa, 


HG 
LE-3-12 


the drug deslere and thelr custo- 


The shop, which Hackney Council 
hae given to the pollea rent free for 
ive years, will aluo alfer help and 
advice on all other pollce maitare. 

Home Beat PCs Marla Grey and 
Graham Ball with etaft the shop, 
which Is opon from midday to Jpm 
Monday to meprtbed 

The two consiablee were joined at 
the opening cefebralions b 
ney top con, Chief Supt 
Talls, ckney's mayor, Clir 


ha ted 


Hack- 
ened 





Politic 








few golden retrievers! 





ie ee 


1ans 


could be 
£20,000 Det Cons Chris: 
Meerey told the Gazeui. | 

nd the want to 
the gold back to its rightal 
Owners bo they sre holding 
nevdny. Apel f, bere, 

ay, ; 
Tpm and 9 pen, as 

If anyone in the Stoke 
Newington and Jalingtun 
arcaz has Jost gold jewedl. 
try within the last thice 
monthe up until March } 
a are welcome to come 
and take a look,” Det Cons 
Neerey added, 
_ _, A surpcious bullion mer- 
an Chant Upped off the cx 

alter he wat offered the 
* lo mek down 





ad Ectap. 


questioned 





by police! 





, 4,000 but, ag ff 
itcms of jewellery: the tani 


HACKNEY’S politicians and other 
leading figures in the community 
have been quizzed by detectives 
about a serious police matter. 

They have been sent a special questionnaire 
#0 [lac and City Raad police division can 
work out jta Hila ark! objectives for the 
fonhcoming fuiancial year. 

They have conducted a detailed rurv 
canvassing the views of the borough's MIs 
and councilors, as well as education chiefs, 
statutory agencice, Hackney Police Commun- 
ity Consultative Group sf crime prevention 


_ And they have sent out an extra 1,000 ques: 
tionnaire: to gome houses of Mate in the pouth 
and east of the borvugh. 

Med want to find out what ordinary mem- 
bert of the public think police should be con- 


centraling their efforta and hard-preescd 
resources on during 1992. 

Ilackney police have been delighted with 
the response from the public, with aver 200 
forms being reumed. 


“This ia a very high rate from a portal sur- 
bi Superintendem David Hynes. 
public thowed an impressive grasp of 


the problema and the limitations of our re: 
sources,” he said, 

“Many of the reqpondents took the opportun: 
ity of adding messages of encoursgement and 
appreciaiion for our effons, and we value en: 
ormously the time and effort they took in mak- 
ing their views known to us.” 

“It is easential we take the ideas of Hackney 


people into account when deciding where we | 


thould concentrate our efforts,” added Det 
ChieS Insp Dan Crawley. 
The nlanz will he hehe in eorly Tone 


44. 


Gentleman jewel thief Ray ‘The Cat’ Jones reckons he has gambled away 
more than £11 million during his colourful career of crime — now he wants 


Hollywood superstar Patric 


DOGS, horses, cards, dice, hy name it, Ray has 
lost his money on it, and his exciting life and 
times could soon be appcaring in print and on 


if the film-of-the-book comes off, Ray, 
76, who now lives in a sparsely-furmnished coun- 
cil bedsit in Duley Road, Stoke Newington, told 
the Gazeue that he wants athletic heart-ihrob Pa- 


apt 2 cath cone from 
gece catess, | by MARK 


politicians, film stars and 
gentry, together with ambitioun raids on West End jewellers, 
In ome heist on « Buckinghamshire mansion he watched 
fascinated as a cinema legend enogged with two beautiful wo- 
ar a ne wee sete ent the oer a film startet. rie 
gd onw ngs crepe oul empty-han- 
ded.” Rosy said. her Nera 
made front-pege news of well o0 the Guinnces Buuk 
of Records: for a if break and 26 months on the run 
from [956 in 1958. 


His Life and cranes netted millions, but 1 al) went on the 
spin of » wheel or the tum of a cand, 
- oetta—t-== 4 “At one time in the 1940s 
Poe pe 1 was holding £187,000 in 
cath when | did a black mar: 
ketecr’s house in Edgware 
Rosd.” 











Green Dragon in Aldgate to 
play dice or rummy. 

1 heave never worried 
about money. If T lost the low 
I knew I could always go 
out and do a job and my 
fence would give me two or 
three me ioe the stuff,” 

sa 


Author and broadcaster 
Tony Var Den Berg, who 
i. went nk my opiyire gang: 

iter are cCAardton 
@A Dashing Figure. Ray afccr a ‘60's jailbreak and 
|ctured na a young man In wrote the story of the man- 





lg twrentles. hurt for the Sunday Times, 
har nearly fintthed a book 
of Ray's life. They ere now looking for a publisher. If the 


R 
book deal comes off, film-maken Goldcresnt are interested in 
a big-ecreen spin-oll. 

“What we have here it a marvellous romantic atory of 6 
cal Surglar whe atole from the very rich = though he never 
gave to the poor like Robin Hood = he was involved in the 


k Swayze 


peering eke na Sema will never have heard 
about,” Tory said. 


yi 








. Judge rejects eviderice of crack addicts 


Two acquitted of 


to star in a movie of his life story. 





may ¢, 
lifestyle, pos 
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Ray goes — 
Swayze cra 


nightclub killing 


TWO men alleged to have shot 
dead a drugs dealer at a Hack- 
ney nightspot were cleared at the 
Old Gailey after the judge ruled 
they had NO case io answer, 
un Atkins, 24, and Michae] Tho- 
mat, ZT, both of Ailantic Road, Hriaton, 
were acquitted al the end of the week- 
long case for the protection, 
they were said lo have boasted in pri- 
gory that carried oul the execution of 
Nicholas Johnson, 2], who was chow sev- 
eral times af Senola’s nightclub in Water- 
ons Road, Hackney Wick, in November 


Bui defence counted said that the evi- 
dence came from three prisoners who 
wero hardened crack addicts ull suffer- 
jng from “auditory haliucinadions.” 

Ther evidence and that of two other 
witnesses could sot be relicd upon and 
the Judge should dismies the charge, sub- 

itted sexy, for Atkins. 

Defence counsel Alan Suckling, QC, 

ade a similes plea for Thomas during 


Jegal arguments in the absence of the 


fudge Rober Lymbery, QC, the Com- 
mon Serjeant, agreed and recalled the 
jury with « direction to acquil both ac- 


_ Easlier, David Calvert-Senith, prosecu- 
Ling, alleged that Johnson was killed he- 
caure he slashed Atkins serosa the note 
during a fight at the Green Man public 
house in Shacklewell Lane, Delaton, on 
August 5, 1990. 

ins, he claimed, wast one of two 
men with handguns who found Johnson 
at the nightclub on November 30 and 
murdered hisn for revenge. 

Johnson made a de te allempl to 
escape, bul waz chased end hit several 
‘ames by bullets from. 38 revolvers. 

As he lay bleeding, one of fun ausck- 
est calmly thot him Crough the bead, 

A deiperate wiempt to save him wan 
made by doctors at Homerton JJlospital, 
but he died on the operating lable. 

In addition to being cleared of munies, 
Thomas was cleared by Ure jury on the 


Judge's direction of affray and having a 
firann. 


Boh men tircnvounly denied ary parti 
Gpation in the killing. 

Judge Lymbery caid he had comsid 
cred the utate of the evidence and found 
it to be “unsafe and maistialsciog 
Three prison inmates at Brixton Jail 
were called ag Crown witnesses end the 
case rented entirely om them. 

They alleged that the defendants hed 
made confessions 10 them about the 
Ehocding. 

Hut all three men wore of bad charac: 
ter with numerous previous convictions 
and were hardenod crack addicu, They 
had been disbelieved by junca in the 
putt. 


The Judge said: "Each of them has 5 
smdive to fabricate, perhaps for revenge 
or otherwise. We do not act on suspicion 
of speculation here.” 

ile added: “Where the truth tiew per- 
haps we will never know But we have 
we on the evidence when deciding 
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March 
against 
racism 


HACKNEY’S newest anti- 
racist group takes tu ihe 
streets un Saturday In mem- 
ory of a Tamil refugee who 
was bealen to death by o 
gang of batchall bat-wicd- 
ing huge 

lanthadcharam Sahlthar- 
an, 28, died fuur days laicr 
whihawt ever eegaining con: 
sclousness. The march Is to 
raise avarencss of the fn- 
ercaulng numbers of rack 
aiiacks In Vfackney and 
fciphbuurkng areas. 

The march lakes place In 
hewliam, but Packnes Anth 
Raclst Alllance {ARA) will 
be Iraficling Hackney's es- 
datce and shopping ccnires 
and providing {rantport 
from Hackney Town Hall 
for proicsiers. 

Clancy Etlenne, co-chair 
ef Hacknesy ARA, 226d: 
‘This Mlarch fur Justice 
will be sending out a clear 
mestage: we will not lolere 
ate politicians making elec: 
tural galas from eaclsm. 

“The Nalional Front and 
the [ritiih Nathonal Party 
are puiting up election can- 
didates In the East End. We 
say ‘no fo the race card.” 


LF: $e AL 








Former villain 


~~ YS 


~ 0 


ttt ll. 


ie, 
@ Wanted: fm hunk Pa- 
irik Swayze. 


Ly 


Murder sparks U-turn at 
domestic violence units 


POLICE domestic violence units will no fonger be used at 
places where couples can patch wp their differences Jolluwing 
the murder of Vandana Patel by her hushand af Stoke Newing 
tin police station. 

se ae nr ae for life at the Old Batley for the mur- 
uce of hia wife in Apeil last year. . 

Mee Shisley Tech of he Met's domestic violence unit told 
ihe cops’ own paper The Police Review that 62 unit in Lon- 
don were alrea 1 operating the policy informally. . 

A police working party on etic violent it considering 
17 recommendation: mage by the inquiry into Mire Patel"s mur- 
dcr. They are duc to report at the end of the year. arr 

Insp Tulloch caid it had been decided to review domestic vio- 
lence unit procedure before the death of Wics Patel. 
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Law and 


Inside view: members of Hackney police force (9.00pm) | 


d isord e iF 9.00 Cutting Edge: Coppers. 


@ CHOICE: Hackney in East London is described in this film as 
Britain's most notorious police district. For years officers have faced 


| 


ackney Police are notorious. Assaull, ‘disercditable conduct’, corruption igati 
Hi: drug-dealing are just some of the charges that have been levelled allegations ol merece ba ate Hat eal eeeugenee 
against them. To make ‘Cutting Edge: Coppers’, filmanaker Paul Seeeatnce Feu nalence Association has published dossiers on 
Greengrass spent four weeks tracking the borough's officers, After ten ycars of Ba otlice aad ie BUTSLinG 25 actions against the police in the civil 
making hard-hitting films for ‘World In Actiow and cowriling ‘Spveateher’ courts. The police retort that they are trying to do their best against 
with Peter Wright, Greengrass is a self-confessed ‘anti authoritarian with inv | heavy odds in a violent and impoverished inner-city area whose 
peccable credentials’, That he ends up with a healthy respect for your average streets are rife with crime, drugs and prostitution. Paul Greengrass's 
Hackney policeman comes as something of a shock. documentary presents an inside.yview of the Hackney force and their 
Greengrass stresses that his film is nota piece of investigative journalism, accusers. It includes the first television footage of an internal police 
rather ‘a portrait of how policemen deal with the stress that cones fron the complaints hearing. The film tries to illuminate without taking sides, 
street’. ‘T fell very tired of seeing programmes that simply slimmed the police, revealing an accumulation of antagonism and mistrust which will be 
and | tt feel i ie a film about haw coppers feel when they're under desperately hard to break down (1709) 
pressure, This is that film.’ 
The original idea was to make a film looking at the Hackney Community TI mM (cS ‘A =f a ig | (a 


Defence Association (HCDA), an organisation involved in many successful 
prosecutions of the police. But after mitial research, Greengrass decided that 
was not possible. ‘The HCDA wanted many unreasonable guarantees. They 
wanted a right to veto, they wanted to vet everything, and they would not let us 
ae " ant their vases victims ee ae pee ener veuanged 
that the police would nat appear in the film J told them to fuck off. [feel they are 
out to ennike the aalice. sehict is not at all helpful.’ CUTTING EDGE: COPPERS 

The two main strands of the film, which had not been [ nally edited when we Jpui-1Opm C4 
went to press, are the cases of PC Mark Moles and WPC Tina Martin. Moles i 
seen having a cautionary interview with senior officers after his part ina violent 
arrest of two men. Martin is seen before and after a court appearance in which 
she defends her part in the arrest of a black pensioner. ‘It is the first time that 
anyone has been allowed to film an internal cautionary interview, says 
Greengrass of the Moles case, ‘and that is the strongest part of the film What 
comes across is the gulf between the two perceptions of what he did. and J hope 
that viewers will draw their own conclusions’ The police lost the case in which 
Martin appears, and a 73-year-old woman was awarded £50,000 compensation 
for assault, false imprisonment and malicious prosecution. 

Greengrass admits that the police probably behaved differently in front of 
the cameras. ‘But I'm not a naive fool, and don't believe for one minute that the 
moment ] walked out of the door they rushed out and started dragging people 
into the back of vans and beating them up. I'm not here to defend the police, but 
the idea that beating up innocent people is some sort of Hackney police 
bloodsport seems to me total nonsense.’ Tina Oxle 
‘Cutting Edge: Coppers’, 9.00pm, C4. 





met mM (cc OUT Hackney gets a tremendous amount of bad 


press: this wevk, it's the turn of the upstatnd: 
| G— QQ lng constabulary. Prescuting an image as far 
i t removed from Diver Of Dock Green than you'd 
have thought possible, an tiquiry into their 
ra practices was set up alter ‘Moods of complaints 
aud accusations’ from the public. The list is 
ii extensive: widespread assaults of suspects, 

, fabrication of evidence, perjury of the bighest 
order, corruption amongst plain clothes 
alficers and the dismissal af seven officers whe 
severely beat a man while he was drinking in 
a pub. The Cutting Fdge cameras follow Cily 
Road police as they try lo retahy their credibili- 
ty (did they ever have any?) in the midst of 
internal disciplinary actlans and judgements 
for compensation in the chyil courts. Not 
exactly ‘My on the wall’ coverage. rather a 
‘rottweiller olf its lead’ documentary, |fack- 
ney’s finest don't give the impresston that they 
should be awarded with good conduct medals 
MSR 
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A police robbery squad is tackling the mugging menace. ~ 
Russ Lawrence met the man in charge of the operation 
USS “awrence met the man in charge of the operation. 


Get-t 





ough policy 


hits street crime 


- THE streets of Hackney have 
> become safer places since the 
launch of a police task-force 

_ to crack down on muggers, 

, The success of a special borough- 
wide robbery squad ape his 
and old folk need no longer be afraid 
10 leave their homes for fear of being 
mugged, 

Since the 22-sirang team was set 
Up six months ago over 300 arrests 
_ have been aaa oe street robber- 
ies are down “Up raics 
doubled. ed sii 
The squad, which is based at Stoke 
Newington police station, was formed 
to ipewphir ae level of streci 
crime w i in the - 
mer of last year. ee a 
it was launched in October a3 part 
of Operation Duton and its role is 
one of pro-active policing ~ targeting 
- ing tera under sutedllance nad asrek: 
ng Surv and > 
ee arrest 
Up until then Hackney, City Road 
and Stoke Newington police zuiieny 
had mounted their own individual in- 
itialives against street crime, with the 
result it displaced the problem to 
other parts of the borough because the 
iar pect simply moved. 
ut now it is a co-ordinatcd effort 
where resources, manpower and iniel- 
ligence are pooled and the squad has 
access to Scotland Yard's IL{OLMES 
(Home Office Larger Major Enquiry 
BAe RA otsdom mae tre 


Rte ww re 6 cine Cute 


“The computer provides access to 
intelligence on suspects on our divi- 
sion and other police divisions in Lon- 
don and throughout the country,” said 
the man in charge of the robbery 
squad, Insp Patrick Keenan. 

“Many of the mupgers who commit 
robberies in Hackney don't actually 
live here and come [ram places like 
Tottenham and South Londan to visit 
clubs in the area,” he explained. 

“It's a two-way thing, because 
many of our muggers travel to other 
boroughs to cornmnut crimes." 

Because of the co-ordinated ap- 
proach the robbery squad is able to 
pick up developing cnme trends and 
react to them more speedily. 

Observation posts and plain-clothes 
officers arc used to keep suspecis un- 
der surveillance and informants are 
also helpfut in providing intelligence. 

“Many of the muggers arm orga- 
nised and work in tcams,” said hes 
Keenan. “Some of it is drug-related 
rag to feed Nes but more often 

an not it's like a job of work for 
them. They need agai cash and 
mugging someone is an casy way of 
gelling i. 
_ “Following an old person who has 
just drawn their pension from the post 
office or trailing someone who has 
Just withdrawn cash from a bank or a 
an dispenser is another method 


“We arrested one teenager who told 
me quite unashamedly that he'd car- 
Wtuinkes wef auge mee 


i 


@ Insp Patrick Keenan — 


“many of the muggers who commit 





robberies in Hackney don’t actually live here.” 


becsuse he needed the money to buy 


himself scene new trainers. 


“Many of the mugging tcam are 
~<quite <sophistioated «and. will--ewap- :-be identified efterwards."* 3 4 © 





Police link raids 
at chemist shops 





TWO gunmen who held u 


a 
chemist's shop in Stamford Hill 


had struck the day before at an- 
other chemist at Hackney 
Downs. 


Detectives are linking the two hold- 
ups because because both times the rob- 
bert demanded the video tape from the 
shop's security cameras before escaping 
with cash. 

The duo struck first at Easton's in 
Downs Coun, Amhurst Road, at 3.20pm 
on Wednesday afiemoon of last week. 

They threatened chemist, Mr Rachel 
Dawett, at gunpoint, forced him to lic 
face down on the floor, and then ran off 
into the nearby Pembury Estate with 
£170 from the ull. 

Before they Med they demanded the 


by RUSS 


LAWRENCE 


chemist hand over the tape from the se- 
curity camera, but he explained there 
was no video in it 

The following evenin 
held up staff at Nash's 
Sumford Hill Parade. 

They forced the manager and three fe- 
male assisiants to lie face down on the 





the gunmen 
ist shop in 


floor. 

Then they rifled the till and stole 
£3,000 in cash, as well as taking valu- 
ables belonging to the staff. 

Detectives at Stoke Newington have is- 
sued descriptions of the two men and 
have appealed for witnesses who may 
have seen them making their getaway. 


MG 


Both are black and aged 20 to 25. The 
first was 5ft Sins tall, with a stocky build 
and wearing a baseball cap, a khaki-co- 
leured trench coat with his trousers 
tumed up, and Lraincrs. 

His accomplice is described as 6ft 
lins tall, stim build, wearing a woolly 
hat, trainers and a black bomber jacket. 

“There are several bus stops outside 
Nash‘s where passengers who were walt- 
ing may have got a good look at the rob- 
bers,” said Insp Pairick Keenan of the 
robbery squad. 

“Easton's is also at the busy junction 
of Dalston Lane, Pernbury Road and Am- 
hurst Road and someone must have spot- 
ted them there.” 

Anyone with any information about 
the incidents should contact the robbery 
squad on 07) 488 7224, 
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clothes with each other or tum their 
jackets inside out before commiting a 
crime, lo make it harder for them to 
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Most crime 


‘victims are 


happy with 
police help 


A CUSTOMER satisfaction sur: 

vey reveals 84 per cent of Hack: 

ney's cnime victims were ha 

with the way police dealt wi 
ir case. 

Hackney police commis: 
sioned a private company te 
analyte the results of a question- 
faire sent out at random to vic: 
tims of crime, callers at the 
Hackney police station and 
poome involved in road acci- 

Ls. 


The police say the results 
show that “an overwhelming 
majority of the public who have 
recently come into contact with 
Hackney police believe the offi 
cers were both very helpful anc 


The survey revealed 75 pes 
cent of callers at the siavior 
thought the staff helpful anc 
that the service they received 
was good. 

And 84 per cent of the vic: 
tims of crane were satisfiec 
with the service they received. 
with many prsleine the officen 
highly for their care and alien 
tion 


Supt David Hynes, said 
“These figues are most encour: 
ging and reflect the continuing 
professionalism and commit. 
ment of police officers in Hack: 
ney. J believe whey compare 
favourably with any large orga- 
nisation or public body. 

“Nevertheless we are in ne 
way complacent but determined 
that with continucd public con- 
sultation and liaiton with othes 
agencies we will be able tc 
build upon, and indeed im- 
prove, this high quality of po: 
tice service.” 
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New trial ordered over 
attack on rookie cop 


FRESH trial was ordered atthe = Afer legal argutecn] ie the ab- be mfferal matiple 
ous for a Homerton wan sence of the jury, Jedge Richard 9 woeands, Pe Slaney was nod ser- 
scene shine spieped 7, ac 4 the eee ary wee 
r foie. 
rapes fone The court heard that 19-year 9 Tha re-trial was ordered after 
David Mam, 24, of Anderson SE ee ee eae Wee ee rea er Fe pe 3 
ome, Fenied pol ba peril - bem atisched . Ma 
: iy iy ore er atiscile Prat day om (he bent alone. ag ar eer persue 
* 


Felen Stancy on une Télestyzear =|‘ The preercetien alleged thal 


[! 

i 

y 
if 


rata) 

Pe wha stabbed nine keri sed bit cut 
times ‘with Gherka-style karl demrited officer “screaming 
kalfe dering & attack the sort of serene thed goes right 
meer the police stailon, through yea.” 
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SPECIAL Branch has been called in by Hackney ‘We will take 
police after fears that:a rally by notorious whatever 
anarchist group Class War, on a Lower Clapton _—_ action is 
council estate, could explode into violence. necessary to 
The planned mass meeting on the Pembury Estate is the lat- 

est slop on the anarchists" naGawidG "Smer of Discon- ? rotect the 
tent” tour, which has seen them out in force at recent riot-hit «= People of 
troublc-spots such as the Blackbird Leys Estate in Oxford, and Hackney’ 


I osreb orc 
Special Beach mn yy | rrr 
Can W Aw 
PATA who. Fake device caused major aler 
x-public 


ee . schoolboy 
femee fewer Gee seeee= SeNt poll 


OGief from poops oa onto the «= reread where they Hept the 
: finan) feed 
prea pacodleraged have bea ] pcp pa we onlay foring ort - gy trier sogel Tar clio wa 
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Drug trial 
delayed by 


absent 
officers 


Investigations continue into the 
“worst case of corruption in the Met 
for a decade.” John Sugrue reports 


LAST week at Snaresbrock 
Crown Court, East London, 
Anthony Wood (26), who is 
pleading not guilty to posses- 
sion of 2045 grammes of 
cannabis, following his arrest 
last November, had his case 
defi 

Two of the officers in the 
case, DC Ronald Polumbo and 
PC Connell Duggan failed to 
appear on August 5 and 6 
despite the judge asking the 
prosecution to secure their 
attendance at court. Both 
officers sent in sick certificates 
to the court to explain their 
absence. 

Officer Potumbo is one of 
the officers being investigated 
as part of the on-going inquiry 
into corruption at Stoke 
Newington Police Station. 

In June, local MP Brian 
Sedgemore, who has tabled 
two Early Day Motions 
(EDMs) in parliament, met 
with a delegation of individu- 
als, who outlined their allega- 
tions of police ‘fitting them up" 
with drugs, resulting in their 
conviction and sentencing. 
Family, legal representatives 
and local police watchdog 
Hackney Community Defence 
Association (HCDA) also par- 


sag ha 

edgemore’s EDM, of June 
19, stated, “Some police 
officers from Stoke Newington 
poulce station have been 
nvolved in organised crime, 
includin apr @ protection 
racket, drug dea ing, planting 
drugs on individuals and per- 


jury.” 

"He explained that those 
seeking appeal egainst convic- 
tions are being hampered by 
the failure of the CPS to dis- 
close the extent of the investi- 
gation and the findings of the 
inquiry in as far as they affect 
the character of police witness- 
es. 
Furthermore, he requested 
the Home Secretary, the 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions (DPP) and the 
CPS to ensure al) the findings 
should be disclosed to the 
defence solicitors, “the interest 
of justice calls for a more wide 
ranging inquiry to be carried 
out by an independent police 
force,” the EDM said. 

Also in June, 36 Barristers 
and 18 solicitors, acting in 
cases Involving evidence of the 
officers in question, wrote let- 
ters to the Home Secretary 
Kenneth Baker and the 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Barbara Mills. 

Expressing alarm at the 
delay in the outcome of 


LSEKLY 


Operation Jackpot they 
demanded information about 
the operation that could assist 
in ensuring their clients receive 
justice, They are also con- 
cemed that the CPS, which is 
willing to examine current 
cases, are not prepared to 
reopen cases, where people 
have been convicted on the 
evidence of alleged corrupt 
officers. 

Since then top level meet- 
ings have been held between 
Scotland Yard and the CPS to 
discuss the use of evidence 
from police officers who are 
under investigation for alleged 
corruption. 

Judge Hantan told the court 
the case must be considered at 
a very senior Jevel and he 
expects, if needs be, communi- 
cation from the senior officer 
in the investigation, Det Supt 
Jan Russell. He also requested 
a senior Prosecuting counsel to 
consider whether to 

The HCDA which was origi- 
nally responsible for drawing 
attention to the issue and is 
conducting its own investiga- 
tion into the allegations says in 
the interests of justice the CPS 
should drop the case and end 
nine months of suffering for 
the defendant concemed. 

Spokesman Graham Smith 
said, “Justice is being reduced 
to a lottery, it’s not clear which 
officer is going to tum up to 

ive evidence. Justice is not 

ing served by the CPS hid- 
ing a discredited officer.” 

Operation Jackpot originated 
in April 1991 following allega- 
tions by Pearl Cameron, a self- 
confessed drug dealer, that she 
was being supplied with Class 
A drogs by a serving police 
officer referred to in court, dur- 
ing her trial, as officer X. 

An assistant commissioner 
at Scotland Yard has said the 
scandal is “the worst case of 
corruption in the Met for a 
decade,” 


e, 
The investigation is con- 
cemed with accusations that 
Stoke Newington police 
officers were involved in drug 
dealing, theft and conspiracy 
to pervert the course of justice, 
and in patticular accusations 
that the officers in question 
regulariy planted people with 
drugs in order to gain convic- 
tions are being looked into. 
Supt Russell, of Scotland 
Yard’s Complaints 
Investigation Bureau, the 
Met's anti-corruption squad, 
was expected to report in June 
however, he is now likely to 
conclude this Autumn. 
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ethics 


Duncan Campbelt 
Crime Correspondent 


HE POLICE are to have 
a code of cthics for the 





first time in their 
istory. 

The “tablets of stone,” in- 
tended as an equivalent to the 
medical profession's hippo- 
cratic oath, will set ethical 
guidelines and assure officers 
that they necd not obcy unlaw. 
ful commands from their 
superiors. 

The code, which the Guard- 
ian understands is likely to be 
ready by December, will'set out 
principles for serving officers. 
Although officers swear an 
oath of allegiance when they 
Join, there has never been a 
code of ethics as such. 

An Association of Chief 
Police Officers ethics workin 
patty, chaired by Michae 

irst, the Chief Constable of 
Leicestershire, and consisting 
of representatives of the Super. 
intendents Association, the 
Police Federation, Bramshill 
pce Stalf college and the 

ome Office, has already had 
four mectings on the subject, 

The code is likely to have 
about 10 pects and Is bej 
partiy modelled on the Counci 
of Europe's Declaration on the 
Police and the United Nations 
Code of Conduct for law en: 
forcement officials, It will em- 
brace such issues as the honest 
reporting of incidents, acting 
justly, avoiding force where 
possible and more recent dilem- 
mas such as the acceptance of 
sponsorship. 

Mr Hirst told the Guardian 
that there were two main 
reasons for introducing the 
code: the Birmingham Six, 
Guildford Four and other high- 
profile cases in the Court of Ap- 
peal had raised the question of 
police integrity; and the “per. 
formance indicators" embodied 
in the Citizen's Charter put 
pressure on officers to achieve 
speedy results, which could 
lead to @ temptation to cut 
corners. 

“it was felt we ought to have 
some system of ethically based 

rinciples,” said Mr Hirst, “tab- 
els of stone which will not be 
broken.” 

He said that in the past there 

d been a tendericy amon 

lice to believe that the en 
ustified the means. The code 


Police to get | 
unbreakable 








code 


THEY CALL FOR THE CHISEL 
oF AN ANDERTON 4. 
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would spell out the mora} 
guidelines by which an officer 
would work. 

There is already a Statement 
of Common Purpose and Val- 
ues, which originated at the 
Metropolitan police but is now 
adopted in essence by most 
forces. The new code will go 
into greater detail and protect 
officers who feel they are being 
asked to act wrongly, said Mr 
Hirst. lt wiil seek to fill a gap in 
the policing model and Jet offi- 
cers know that they should not 
oney an unlawful order, he 
sald, "We have to find a way to 
assist officers to make a moral 
stand.” 

Because the police were so 
often in contact with the vic. 
tims of horrific crime or had to 
deal with hardened criminals, 
there was a tendency for them 
to become jaundiced. The code 
will draw the bounds beyond 
which they cannat go. 

“Those bounds have been 
broken for quite understand- 
able but unprofessional reasons 
by senior police officers,” he 
said. Sometimes they felt they 
would be ictting the victim 
down if they did not secure a 
conviction. “It's a very complex 
issue but a very real one.” 

The final code should be 
ready for a meeting at Bram- 
shill staff college on December 
§ which the Home Secretary, 
Kenneth Clarke, will attend. Sir 
John Woodcock, the Chief In- 
Spector of the police, is likely to 
Outline the issue at the Interna- 
tional Police Conference in Lon- 
don in October. 
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Police play host to 
top German cops 


GERMANS may be fa- 
mous for being the first to 

rab all the sunbeds on ho- 
liday, but all they grabbed 
was attention when 10 
cops launched a week- 
long blitzkrieg on the 
streets of Hackney. 

The cope, all senior offi- 
cers from the German city 
of Witten, were in the bor- 
ough to see how the Met’s 
ipotcne by consent be 

cy 1s put into practice on 
the mean streets of Stoke 
Newington. 


They accompanied the 
Lespgamstr bore rs 
tou ie in 
thelr armoured vans and 
then wound down with 2 
Visit to the traffic division. 
The visiting also 
toured Barking and Dagen- 
ham and spent a day at 
New Scotland Yard and 
the Police Staff College. 
The visit was organised 
by ex-Stoke Newington 
ae oe agra and 
ropean liaison cer 
Peter Twist, who said: 
“They told us that our offi- 
cers are very much more 
disciplined their Ger- 
man counterparts. They 
also paid tribute to the 


HC 


team work they 
witnessed,” 
@ A Spani was also 
in the pape bac 
holiday, Traffic officer 
Santiago H . from 
Zaragoza, has just spent 
two weeks at Bow Traffic 
Garage — and was filmed 
by BBC for a film 
about work exchanges. 
Two hundred police offi- 
cers from Hackney, Stoke 
Newington, City Road and 
other stations have comple- 
ted lessons in French, 
Spanish and German in 
teadiness for when the 
Euro barriers come down. 
Chief Supt Twist added: 
“You cannot hope to fully 
understand the customs 


try. 
“It is through these vi- 
sits that we increase our 
knowledge of the ways 
and culture of eae 
opean colleagues an 
the foundaiiens that will 
enable us to work more 
closely together in the fu- 
ture.” 
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Hopson’s cnoice tor name 
after special baby delivery 


BABY Daniel is now in the custody of his [oa 
own home after his brush with the law 
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The station foyer was transformed into a makeshih 
delivery room an Pe Andrew Hoteon, 23, and Inzpec- 
tox Allen Milne, 45, reshed from behind the front coun- 
ter Lo deliver the bouncing baby boy, of 4.]0am on 
Thursday lant week. 

Mother and baby were then whitked off to Hame- 
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parton Loebelia-sch 
being Kindergarten 
And this week with the proud mam and her new son 
back a1 home in Pembury Close on Lower Clapecn‘s 
Pombury Estate, there was move news Jor Pe 
even art ‘a second game it Andrew alle 
“| wanted to name the baby afictr when I got outside Hackney police | 
pry egal ly on 7 fnew ihe’ toby cerinly WAS 
i . new the certain 
yeae-cld son, Martin. as CAROL DYCE ready to he bom. 
“Everything happened very “And whal a start to life = being 
quickly ua nry waters had broken : aie _ bern ina police station! 
and the baby's bead was already admitted: “I felt a tal sick! But ic Instesd of getting bail, the beby 
showing when I walked imothe sta- happened very quichly and Jeckie geve a lusty wail as a midwife and 
Gor. was Amat asta eee team of seid ralene: = 
"Andrew 5 ing that kt Cuddling -hai everything wa aln ore tak: 
sa acest Ghd tee ote leas Soz bundle of joy, Jeckic ex- ing mother and son to Homerton 


daing, a1 he'd never seen a beby plained: “I went lo hospital at Hospiul. 
: : Baspertor Mane as See 
Rut a doctor examined me, aid the gen at my own son's binh, so I did 


i squad ‘t ready and sent me i ful lo da. And ionic ; 
sae pep llam east ra real a 7 npiente eae pmol of © Paramedics belp baby Denlel and mum Jochle after the birth on the police 
floor, 


*] started walking home and night duryi” statlon floor. 


Anarchist 
rally is set 
for police 
showdown 





ANARCHIST group Class War 
has pledged to go ahead with a 
mass rally = just 200 yards from 
Hackney police station. 

Tha intentional! 


Saturday aftermoon when hundreds of 
thopper crowd the street. 
pereambities say the - has pera spores 
rie police & 
the rally. Any saempt to arrest the rin- 
piaden or Al ota the mass mecting la 
ely to lead to violence, mising the a 
thal innocent mothers and children could 
get hurt. 
The controversial rally was s 
to take place Jast aeuney os wet 
Clapton's Pembury Estate, but serapped 
becauve Claas Wor felt it waa wo eaty 
for police to seal off all the exiut. 
how next Saturday (Augua 29) has 
been fisted a4 the Larget date intiead, giv- 
ing tune for the anarchists to prepare se- 
curity plans. 
residents = every Mat on 
siate hat received a of Class 
War's propaganda sheet, exanplete with 
tkull-and-crotabonea logo and “Bath the 
Rich” slogans. 


Cas War c Tim Scargill 
says: The police vl try and mop our ral- 
ly, we're quite convinced of that. That's 
why we're holding our rally in an open 
space, tha Narroway. 


"If the police uy an , it will net 
only be a pri rll ah led belee 
for the public.” 

Hockney police have already called in 

ial Branch for advice on how to deal 
with ihe mecting, which is part of the 
anatchista’ "Summer of Disoontent™ tour 
of national i 
sips ea ape sore 
a er Irom t 
evlume i coud with tales fF the re- 
cent riots there. Thousands of people 
took part in an orgy of looting and vio- 
ience after four white police officers 
wert So ee 


Detailed do-it-yourself instructions 
will also be available atthe nly on how 
ta make Molotov cocktails, grenades, 
bombe and coher weapons. 

y police tution, hat elfeidy pledged: 
ney tiation, has elre : 
“We will take whatever sailor iy mre 
sry to protect the people of Hackney.” 

Now police end anarchists seem act 
for a Hhowdown. 


TSG hits streets in 
crackdown 


AN AVERAGE of six vice girls or their punters are being nicked every night as Sioke New- 
ington cops, backed up by the Territorial Support Group, continue the war on kerb-crawling 
in the Amburst Park red-light zone in Stamford Hill 


by Stoke Newmngton's sence to deg keob-oewien aod = Amhernt u 
ief Som Roy Clark, to Lob erectile is ld lores Todd, of Sas Newington police 
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"Ai the moment 12 officers per Genes we do erveat ceceieener™ 
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David Pailister 


HE Crown Prosecution 

Service yesterday offered 

no evidence in a second 
drugs case involving Stoke 
Newington police station in 
east London after admitting 
that the officer in charge “‘can- 
not be relied upon as a witness 
of truth.” 

The station has been under 
investigation by Scotland 
Yard's anti-corruption branch 
for 18 months following allega- 
tions of fabricating and plant- 
ing evidence and other serious 
charges. 

At Snaresbrook crown court 
Tony Wood, aged 26, was for- 
mally acquitted of possessing 
two kilos of cannabis with in- 
tent to supply. 

The trial started two weeks 
ago when prosecuting counsel 
told Judge Halnan that Pc Ron- 
ald Palumbo would not be of- 
fered as a prosecution witness 
because of the unreliability of 
his evidence. 

Pe Palumbo, who was one of 
eight officers transferred from 
the station last year, was sus- 
pended in June after being 
named by MPs. 

The prosecution service of- 
fered no evidence in another 
case in June and admitted for 
the first time in a series of col- 
lapsed cases from Stoke New- 
ington that the reason related 


Second drugs 
case collapses 





to the credibility of prosecu- 
tion, that is police, witnesses. 

Mr Wood was arrested on the 
street last November and 
charged with having the canna- 
bis, worth more that £10,000, in 
a bag. He claimed the drugs 
were planted. His defence was 
that he was looking for a squat 
and carrying a lock in the bag. 
He was bailed after two weeks. 

Lawyers decided that the 
case should go ahead without 
Pe Palumbo. But they did 
promise his attendance at the 
trial two weeks ago when the 
judge or the defence could have 
called him to the witness box. 

He did not attend, claiming 
he was sick with depression. 
Another officer failed to appear 
claiming he had a torn 
ligament. 

The judge ordered senior CPS 
lawyers to review the casc and 
yesterday they decided not to 
proceed, 

Mr Wood said he was very 
happy with the result but he 
was concerned that only one of- 
ficer involved in his arrest and 
interrogation had been identi- 
fied as unreliable. 

“I have had to endure a cur- 
few from 7pm to 7am, except 
Fridays and Sundays, for the 
past nine months,” he said. 
“Living a normal life again will 
not be easy. I will have to watch 
over my shoulder ail the time 
after this. That is what it is like 
living round here.” 


CuURRO IMA 
25°78 -12 


5 


Police run into wall ig 
of silence over 
club shooting 


A MAN was shot in the chest and his attacker was 
smashed over the head with a bottle in a crowded 
drinking club, but police are having trouble track- 
ing down anyone who saw the incicent. 


basement disco of Mak- 
by MARK 
GOULD 


sim’s in Kingsland High 

Street, Dalston, 
appeal for more people 
pi forward. Onc 


woman 
who did come forward gave a 
false address to the police. 
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@ The cub where a fight broke out at three In the 
morning. 


“A cat was seen speeding 


no suggestion of any drug 
finks. We think is was simply 
an 


We haven't been able to 


away from Maksim‘s after the 
shooting. Tt was a silver Ford 
Escort and we are ansious to 
trace that vehicle.” 


sicat the incident should 
one O7 1-488 5212 and ask 
Hynda at Stcke 


Northwold Estate, Upper 
. died in ia] two 

a after be was was shot 
twice in the back and legs 


people who 
Li sa ie 


Makzim 


after intervening in a fight at 
"t. 


Battered wives 
deserve justice 


AVE lem fe)iy 


THE murder of Vandana Patel in 
Stoke Newington police station, 
the killing of Trisha Newton in a 
wanen's refuge in Doncaster and 
the appeal casea of Kiranjit Ahlu- 
walia, Amelia Rossiter and Sara 
Thornton have brought the isrue of 
ee eae 
iol ¢ is being done 
to address the F em. The police 
tll do not like to get involved 
with “domestic matters” and there 
are 1oo few women's refuges to 
deal with the problem. 
The stereotype of a victim of 
domestic violence is often that of 
an il-educated, working-class wo- 
man. But this is not uue. She may 
be a doctor's wife, or a lawyer's 
wife. She may come from a middle- 


_. wealthy. Domestic violence is not 
class-bound, it transcends social 
barriers. 


Many women have endured 
theig partner’s ill-trearment for 
years, sometimes in the hope that 
they will change. And if they have 
children sometimes women will 
fag Ao ore oto Snrent 
kids’ lives. Some women fear they 
will not be able to cope financial- 
ly. So, it is very difficult for them 
to just up and go. 


violence. Bur those who do are 
scarred by the experience Jor the 
rest of lives. 

A lot of people ask why 2 wo- 


wa" 


they deserve the treatment they re- 
ccive. And, even though they real- 
ise that the situation is wrong, they 


live in the that there will be a 
change for better. But there 
rarely is. A man who bits his pan- 
ney ance is likely to do so again. 
Domestic violence beg vith the 
first blow, or sci of intimidation. 

I do not dismisa the fact that 
men also suffer at the hends of part- 
ners who abuse them physically 
and ically, But there are 
telanvely few. 

Many men would never hit their 

v3, or even think of doing s0. 

ut there are many who do hit 

thei¢ partnera and sce nothing 
wrong wilh doing sa. 

Women like Sara Thomton and 
Kiranjit Ahluwalia who suffered 
yeart of beatings and finally rctalia- 
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ted now find = themselves 


long cn: 
= prison 
"Phe fact that they have been bea- 
ten, sometimes until they are un- 
conscious, have lost teeth and been 
bruised beyond recognition docs 
TKK seem to muatler. 
Don’t get me wrong, there is lit- 
Ue justification for uking another 
‘s life. But after years of 
Eeing provoked it is understand- 
able that a person will retaliate. 
‘The fight for justice for Varda- 
na Patel and Trisha Newton will 
eantinuc, And so it should. 


ieee 
hbk 


LE 8 Ae 


11G 


STOREYCOKE 





in nick in north 
toneens Geoff had 
proved himself to be a 
top markeman when he 
put his pistol in his ¢ 


mouth and pulled the 
trigger. 


| Amazingly ¢ enough he : 


 icin't mise his tiny brain 
: rb he killed himself At 
the time we sald that 
| Geall had done the — 
‘sensible 


| F reeernre eye in 
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created our problems. 


him...epart from uel ‘This 8o- 
called “Officer x" is 


tities ek 
| How he mighty rears 


USE much! 


thoshitwasjustaboutto ™ 


hit the fan aay 





read it first...and there's 
morel 


[The latest revelalions 
cohcerned ‘aomysteriols 





cops wore ‘the ones whe 








_ that this has come out as ihe 
open. with... sal these 








rlehit eh tang do the Carroll | 
wer'll da ie oes 
thing Lee 
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Helping the victims 


of domestic violence 
WHILE I agree with Hackney North MP Diane Abbou 
that muck needs to be done to and help the vic: 
tims of domestic violence aking Point, Au 

the is wiielof the muck G0" tas ee Pesta gales 


‘The Domestic Violence Unit at Stoke Newi 
lice station opened in May, 1958, and since thea ka 
helped 2,464 victims, the vast majority of them women. 
So far this year, 440 victims have tumed w us for help 
and have found we are willing to lirten, offer a renge of 
contacts with other agencies and have a positive attitude 
to arrest and prosecution. 

Hundreds of people, mostly men, have been convic- 
ted in con uence. Gur willingness to help doce on 
lt for s To ae SOK’ AS an ever-teady help 
rai pete service long after the initial trauma has 

Almost all of London's police divisi - 
mitar units and all will have them in the near fetes 1s 


ria tab nal haa violence know 
ace Os certain arrest and probable icti 
once we became involved. ray rae 


Those who are sware of the 
death of Vendana Patel (end MARMOL 
will know that it was our willingness to become in 
ing hend 


murder. The messages of at that ti those 
agencies and from victims helped pelea anya 


as testi to their efforts. ~ ROY CLARK, CH 
SUPERINTENDENT, STOKE NEWINGTON Po. 


Full-time task for 


six police officers 


THE issue of domestic violence 
my officers and I are fully 
VICWE i 


if the aggression has merely amounted to verbal aggres- 
sion. But let us not mince words about this, It is mainly 
in hed : 
Men must lear or be taught to control their aggressich 
arresie:), 


one of my most cx Sa bart-working end skilful 
tions of domestic rape in = s si — 


Investigation of this type of allegation j 
and very [abour aitenaive: hip beri ae 


Fite. Ome 


cers dealing with domestic violence ar: diverted from 


dealing with robbery and burglary. 
Of the five cases of domeaie ci 


full prs and submission of case 


mentioned, after 


: were not proceeded with by the Crown re 
bittee al tat; Only one has gone to tial. The trial was 


bitter and a i 
Were, in my view, diabolical, 


hh is frustrating enough ff 

this job without the addition) In 
ficert are not doing enou 
CHIEF SUPERINTEND 


ROAD POLICE STATIONS. 


Police try new ideas 


ALISON BENJAMIN 


| k 
THE police recognise there is 
a major drugs problem in 
Hackney. Carinabis, heroin 
and crack cocaine are all sold 
openly in different parts of the 
borough. 

118 spaces were 
possessing crack, and 
141 for possessing other drugs such 
as Ecstasy and amphetamines. This 
is more than ope. the number just 
two years ago. this year, for the 
first time, young people under 17 
have bean iced up for crack. 

It is not fost drugs possession and 
supply that are causing concem. 
Drug-related crime Is also believed to 
bu jar and robbery ery $0 toed habits 

an fo 
harcas costae mucn as £100 a day. 
One police officer has attributed 
r cent of street crime to drugs. 
agencies think this is an over- 
estimate, but # may partly explain 
strat robberies rosa by almost 
50 per cent last year to 1,496 repor- 
ted cas 


O6. 

So what are the police doing to 
tackia the drugs problem? Or is it just 
a matter of time before we cee dea- 
lers on every street comer? 

Hackney's top policeman, Chief 

t Bomard Taifs, says 68 dealers 
were arrested on his patch last year, 
and he points to closer links wi 
community and st sor- 
vices as examples of the many initia- 
tives being taken by the police. 

Community lialson officer, Insp 
Mark Ricketts, reg attends meal- 
ings with local community groups to 
hear what police action they want. 
Out of this has come two police 
ep one on the Haggerston Estate 
and another in Sandringham Road. 

Despite accusations that police pre- 
sance simply moves tha problem to 
another area, Insp Ricketts says: “Dis- 


circumstances of 


the rape 


; et the j 

five misutes to renin a verdict of not guilty, pias 
officers trying to do 
fibe from our MP that of- 
- BERNARD T. 

, HACKNEY & CITy 


placing dealers, even if it Is nearby, is 
r the community and prevents 
dealer from being Kdentfied with a 
lar area.” 


Last year, an area drugs squad 
was set up to tackle the big-time drug 
daalars operating in the area, It has 
its oye en 100 dealers and now not a 
week goes by withou! a raid, seizures 
wal Hho police's pri le 

‘S primary ro 
is jaw en orcements Sey realise lock- 
ing up users wil fail to stop the habit 
and the crime that goes with it. In 
1969, the polica wera directed to take 
a more fenient line with cannabis 
users and only charge dealers. 

Now they are saying that in “suit- 
able canes oe polica will not prose- 
cute drug-taking youngstare 
with more serious sfeccoa they 
agree to atiend a drop-in centre for 
counselling. 

This thinking, which was also be- 
hind tha Probation Service's first-ever 
eight-week drug-counselling session 
for cliants — is in line with the naw Cri- 
minal Justica Act which comes into 
force from October. One of its condi- 
tions is that offenders can be ordered 
to attend a drug service while on pro- 
bation instaad of going to prison. 

lice preventative action in- 
cludes the youth and community sec- 
tion formulating a drugs rammme 


the With the education authori , and pro- 


ducing a drugs information leaflet 
woe al offenders will receive on ar- 
res 

On the enforcement side, the po- 
lice are hoping to introduce sactor po- 
licing in January. A 
personalised n fo law 
ment, it breaks the divisions into smat- 
ler patches, creatas more locali 
statons and puts every officer on the 


Chief ao Tatts says he is confi. | 


dent that these measures will help 
crack Hackney’s drug problems. 


HC 
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reports on the methods 
being adopted to tackle 
Hackney’s drug problem 


ee 


Worsfold — fighting the war sgalnst drugs. 
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Swoop on garages nets half a million in fake notes 


Cops nab fortune |zz<c=: 







were es a 
Police at Stcke Newington believe or- 
ganisedd ermne could be behind en cxtor- 


in funny money === 


attistant, Twan Trian, at their Oricrual wit wes Ine afternoon and a busy sime 


PS investi weapons Was scized, including saporis, birth certificates, as 
OPS investigating oa Sgirpowered_ is, exponves svg ince, forged MOT ce TETRA wy car in the pangs | Stent gore i Kinsad Hish Set So oe 
ered £500,000 in Te ptachion re vet: Rep Saepeton snake ag cabal elerng pence ng, Desecsives have isoued descriptions of 
ounterfeit £50 notes in an iguon by regional crime squad "Efmrincs txy the benknotes The 60 garages are avaliable | (atbed locmeer Guess tee OS hlood ibs two moan: Ba ere eee 
nderground lock-up gar- ives in the Hame were cuiremely good forgeries for rent from Council to : This wekaes: eae 
Counties, Dorset, Devon and the and would have been sald for 0 = anyone for £3 a mot jarst ber F 4 _ The one who aabbed the tecnager and 
ge on a London Fields yore: Valky. each on the black market. rants on the estate The taifemen, who were also Vietat- ie cf ina geenwny car is aged 25,58 
Guncil estate on Tuesday. EPCUYIEY axe take £50“ Tesante living chore the under. "Nineteen people aut of a total | Mes, bad demeola’ SONY TEES waa ins tall, of media build, with black 
The dawn raid on the fit notes found in the lock-up, detec- garage were stunned to of 27 held by police, st | Stabbed in the chest, while Mr Hoang rv- hair end weerng a black punt. 
Se Etceaam Odie cote ore tine aaa roghieeewed poe rp erhiat ects Sani Werdnesdsy Sead sik eos sa yl : Ga erie ace ohare 
ed with swoops at addresses 5 rea “] was gobsemacked when I offences “including firearm en blood guain fren his chest ""ibyean stio bes: wry ieticcmnson om 
ver London and the Horse Coun- of other falee docu- saw it on the TV news,” said mot- charges, countcrfeiting, COmspir | ihe brave teenager Some of the Ei: the stabbings should contact Sinke Sue New. 
‘e6 in which a deadly arenal of ments were also foond, inckading or spire pans manager, Bob acy and bandling stolen property. | fermen as he rast off along Bentley Road fngion CID, on OT 488 7271. 
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Pub meeting on 
human rights 


suanstotev acces. qensegyuacooUvaasuuoradsndUGHezOversavonesnentuiiére 
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Poibeyncis ental of tiie abate, Stephen : 
tur liciaey = symapr Cont sed te Hay F 
to is -_ 
Me TE ate Gaica eal Gocet tel E 
on E scuse F = 
d and bei role in monitoring and tt terre | ee ee ei ee ae 12 
~ ig Si Neway Beng swe by bal a 4 ee re ok ea hirer pee a sahil Fatt pee Co = 
Comtcl's. Gikforkayt ont Anne Owens direc- a di posed sll car after it mounted a traffic island and hit a tamp- 2 TUM MM 
Gil Macrae of Charter Partie: also be 
examples of both alleged Breryne is welcomes Emergency police car skids 
and actual a au- i ee et ee es) 
ai at 
1 Gee is penis en the comece of ‘Siske ‘to avoid mother lace mes siite, 

larly pertinent in I Newinglon High =| 









2A POLICE driver on en emer- 
gency call steered Into a tamp- 
= post to avold a young mum snd 

18-month-old daughter who | -f 
=hed just steeper off a pavement 1 
ain  beggers mn on Wednesday 


EPs, Tovar lesa Road pais | | 
Ll m ea 
ate cation: ware drting down the 

ng ulde ol Kingsland Road at 


wro 
1.40pm towards a disturbance in 
the City, when the incident oo | 
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Heli 


curred. 

Quick-thinking Pc lisence 

swerved onto the central reserva | 

car hs n with Nut- 
= tall Street when he saw the 
= women step into the road. 

Later, Marle Contea, eped 3 
and her daughter, Ann-Marie, o 
Merkdan House on the nearby 
Whitmore Eateie, In Enilee 
Street, wore described aa sha- 
ken but unhurt by police. 


Tralfic wae delsyed In the area 
for 15 to 20 minutes. 


Insp Martin Mitcholt, of Cliy 
= Road police station sald: “There 


SUUSEYEQAUDUEOAUOUASETOS ACTORS AUS ES TOCTU EE 


po 
=vers are trained to deal rep 
= them, and the driver Is made to ork 

= understand he is responsible for @ Mun pate Contea, shaken but 
= hie actions.” fter her ordeal. 


= Labs ee Rg ene nhac eee 
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Policeman puts his 
ordeal behind him 


STABBED rookie cop, 
Pc Ian Slaney, hasn't let 
his nightmare ordeal 
shake his confidence. 


As soon as he was pro- 
nounced medically fit for duty 
again he was back at work. 

“I was on light duties in the 
office for a month, so I could be 
eased back in gradually,” he 
said. 

“T went out on the strects ac- 
companied by an officer and 


cet ‘oO 


have to admit I backed down on 
a couple of occasions when 
things got a bit dodgy, but I’ve 
got over it quite well. 

“I received special counsel- 
ling from a pg Se enerany. 
cers, a3 as physi A 
but I never thought of leaving 
the job for one minute. I scaly 
enjoy it and hope to do my 


30 as 
. who has been back 


Slan 
patrolling Hackney’s streets for 


the past year, says the place is 


a 


not as bad as people outside the 
borough make out. 

t happened to me makes 
you much more aware of the 
dangers, but Hackney has got s 
reputation it doesn’t really de- 
serve,” he said. 

“At police training school 
when the postings are an- 
nounced there is a groan and an 
‘oh, nol’ If you're sent to Hack- 
ney, but it really isn't as bad as 

¢ make out.” 
ring the knife attack the 21- 






year-old Pe was slashed across 
the forehead, stabbed under the 
left arm and suffered five stab 
wounds to his side and back. 

“The injuries were not as ser- 
ious as first thought,” he added. 
“When I staggered beck to Hack- 
ney police station and collapsed 
on the floor of the foyer I could 
hear my colleagues radicing for 
me to be air-lifted by helicopter 
to the London Chest Hospital 
and I thought ‘blimey, I must be 
in a bad way’.” 


Pc Slancy is now in line to re- 
ceive a commissioner's 
cammendation after the Old Ba- 
ley judge praised him for trying 
to disarm crazed schizophrenic 
David Moss, despite having al- 

been stabbed, 


“You could say I stopped the 
right person, but the wrong pet- 
son that day. He was armed with 
a knife and out to to do some- 
thing that day and I may well 
have prevented him harming a 
civilian.” 
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"F AN OLD Balley judge pratsed a teen- 
age rookie policeman who was stabbed 
eight or nine times as he tackled a schi- 
kg zophrentc knifeman. 
: ‘It must have been a very frighten- 
' ing experience for a young inexper- 
fenced officer on his own,” said Judge 
Graham Laughiand QC of Pc Ian Sia- 
© ney who is statloned at Hackney. 
*. “] think he deserves the highest com- 
' mendation and I hope It’s brought to 
the attention of the Commissioner,” 
aa~ the judge added. 
, The brave 19-year-old Pc was re- 
-=f4 peatedly stabbed with a Gurkha knife 
~ by David Moss, 25, of Anderson Road, 
=ai Wyke Estate, Homerton, on June 26 
last year when he stepped him on sus- 
picion of theft near St John’s church- 
fa only yards from Hackney police 
Sta 


Pe Slaney was on his first day of 


@ Pc Ian Slaney, back at work. street patrol alone. 
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wa-" Judge praises rookie 
se4 Copper who faced a 
crazed knife thug 


Judge Laughland accepted Moss's 
plea of guilty to unlawful wounding 
after reading reports that Moss was a 
paranoid schizophrenk. 

On the original charge of attempted 
murder, Moss was found not guilty 
and the judge ordered that a charge of 
ore with intent should lie on the 

e, 


The court heard that Pc Slancy saw 
Moss acting suspiciously and was at- 
tacked when he tried to search him. 

Mess took out a Kukri knife, a wea- 
pon used by the famous Gurkha regi- 
ment, and screamed: “Right, that’s it 
I'm going to kill you.” 

Three witnesses, including an 11- 
year-old schoolboy, watched “in abso- 
tute horror’ as Pc Slaney was stabbed 
in the head and back. 


At an earlicr hearing, the young cop 
told the court how he feared he 


, was going to die as the 
blade repeatedly 
plunged into him. 


“He was very aggres- 
sive. He was shouting 
that he was golng to kill 
me. He was really hyped 
up and I could see in his 
eyes that he meant it,” 
said Pc Slaney. 

“T knew that I had to 
get the knife off him 
there and then or I 
would be killed.” 

Finally, Pe Slaney 
managed to free himself 
and ran the 150 yards to 
Hackney police station 
while calling for assis- 
tance on his radio. He 
ran in through the back 
door of the station and 
collapsed. 

Asa result of his injur- 
jes, the officer was off 
work for two-and-a-half 
months. 

In a police interview, 
Moss seemed surprised 
that Pc Slaney had sur- 
vived the attack and was 
sald to have added: “The 
officer got what he de- 


served.” 10 








Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


mm THIRD officer from the 

London police station at 

the centre of a corrup- 

tion inquiry has been sus- 

pended from duty, it was con- 
firmed yesterday. 

Scotland Yard did not name 
the officer, but it is understood 
that he is Detective Constable 
Barry Lyons. 

Mr Lyons was an arresting 
officers in the case of Dennis 
Tulloch, who was jailed for four 
years last September for posses- 
sion with intent to supply crack 
cocaine. Mr Tulloch, who is 
preparing an appeal against his 
conviction, claims that officers 
from Stoke Newington police 
station in east London planted 
the drugs with him. 

He is one of many who have 
made allegations that police 
from the station have planted 
drugs and fabricated evidence. 

Officers from the Metropoli- 
tan Police anti-corruption 
branch, under Superintendent 
Ian Russell, have interviewed 
him in Operation Jackpot, 
which has been examining alle- 
gations of police involvement in 
drugs since April last year. 

Two constables from Stoke 
Newington, Ronald Palumbo 
and Bruce Galbraith, were sus- 
pended in June. Another officer 
faces trial on serious charges. 
Eight officers were transferred 
from the station in January. 

It was PC Palumbo and Mr 
Lyons who arrested Mr Tulloch 
outside a Ladbrokes betting 
office in 1990. Mr Lyons was 








Police suspend 
third officer 





also involved in the case of Ida 
Oderinde, who has lodged 
grounds for appeal against her 
conviction for drug dealing in 
August last year. 

Scotland Yard confirmed last 
night that a third officer from 
Stoke Newington has been sus- 
pended, and that the officer was 
one of the eight transferred as a 
result of Operation Jackpot. 
The inquiry, scheduled to finish 
in June, is said to be “ongoing.” 

Last month the Crown Prose- 
cution Service offered no evi- 
dence in the case of Tony Wood, 
who was formally acquitted at 


Snaresbrook crown court of 


possession of cannabis with in- 
tent to supply. 

Prosecuting counsel told the 
trial judge that PC ‘Palumbo 
would not be giving evidence 
because he could not be relied 
on as a “witness of truth.” PC 
Palumbo did not attend court 
because he was said to be ill 
with depression. 

In June the prosecution 


dropped a case of possession of 


the drug diamorphine against 
Dennis Bramble of Shadwell, 
east London, because of con- 
cern over the credibility of the 
prosecution witnesses, who 
were officers from Stoke New- 
ington station. 

The latest suspension is 
likely to bring moves for fur- 
ther appeals in connected cases. 
Defence lawyers have asked the 
CPS not to proceed with cases 
involving suspended officers. 

Officers at Stoke Newington 
station say the majority of alle- 
gations have been made by 
people with convictions for 
drugs offences. 
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Justice in the dock 


in an exclusive interview from Holloway Prison, Ida 
Oderinde tells how she was ‘fitted up’ by Stoke Newington 
policemen now under suspicion of drug dealing. The police 
have launched an inquiry into the case, but Oderinde 
remains behind bars. Denis Campbell reports. 


























ficers who claimed during Qder- 
inde's trial that they found heroin in 
a disused fridge in her home in 
Hackney — days after she threat- 
ened to expose police drug dealing. 
Galbraith was also involved in the 


a = | Ronald Palumbo and PC Bruce Gal- 

is fete | braith for alleged perjury; last week, 

te ere PC Barry Lyons was suspended too. 

e : ne ccinornormacrne @ Palumbo and Lyons were the of- 
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Oderinde told her trial in August 
1991 how a year before she had seen 
her friend Pearl Cameron — a big: 
time crack dealer on Sandringham 
Road, Hackney’s ‘Front Line’ — re- 
ceive a bag full of ‘rocks’ of crack 
from two police officers. She also 
insisted that although she used her- 
oin, she did not sell it and it had 
been planted on her. Fhe jury re- 
fused to believe either story. 

Two years after her arrest, how- 
ever, Oderinde's first claim has been 
vindicated. When Pearl Cameron 
was sentenced in July, her counsel, 


Ee al 





aici ¥ as F 1? ie , " 
ae oy : Fro me i ee ae 
SS, en a Ee, : a 
pa ee of ig fae 


‘Why have they | inde, Russell began investigating 
still got me locked | her claims of drug dealing and sys- 
up?’, Ida Oderinde | tematic drug planting by a large 
demands angrily. ‘I | group of officers at the north Lon- 






wouldn't mind be- 
ing in jail if € had 
committed a crime. 
But fm being punished for having 





don police station. 
The Superintendent took her seri- 
ously enough to ask if, in the event 


spoken out, for exposing corruption | 


among police officers.’ 

Oderinde is furious about the ‘in- 
justice’ of her continuing incarcera- 
tion in Holloway Prison. When she 
made allegations of drug dealing 
and planting by police in Stoke 
Newington, Scotland Yard deemed 
them credible enough to launch Op: 
eration Jackpot, its biggest anti-cor- 
ruption inquiry for years. 

But when Oderinde says she was 
‘fitted up’ by some of the same po- 
lice officers now under suspicion, 
the authorities won't believe her. 

Oderinde is serving four years for 
alleged heroin dealing, a crime she 
denies. She said: ‘I'm good enough 
to be a witness against corrupt po- 
lice officers yet my word isn't good 
enough to get me out on to the 
streets’. 

Her hands lay on table 19 in the 
busy, smokey interview room of 
Holloway women's jail, her voice 
rising and falling with the intensity 
of feeling she expressed. 

It would be easy to dismiss as 
malicious fantasy the sensational 
tales of police involvement in organ: 
ised crime told by the 33-year-old, 
Nigerian-born mother-of-three. Yet 
her allegations — made last No: 
vember during a ay one interview 
in prison with Detective Superinten- 
dent lan Russell, the officer leading 
Operation Jackpot — led Scotland 
Yard to broaden the inquiry. Before 
then, Jackpot had concentrated on 
the criminal activities of just one 
Stoke Newington officer, After tak- 
ing a detailed statement from Oder- 


on to the streets’. 


| ‘I'm good enough 
| to be a witness 


against corrupt 
police officers yet 
my word isn't 
good enough to 
get me back out 


of police officers facing criminal 
charges, she would give evidence. 
She said ‘yes’. 

Since then the Stoke Newington 
police and drugs scandal has grown 
into what, as Tine Out revealed in 
June, an assistant commissioner at 
the Yard has called ‘the worst case 
of corruption in the Met for a de- 
cade’. So far: 
® One officer, said to have earned 
up to £2,000 a week from drug deal- 
ing, has been charged with theft and 
VAT fraud. 

@ Eight drugs squad officers have 
been transferred to other stations, 

@ ‘Three of the eight have been sus- 
pended from duty. In June, Tune 
Out revealed the suspension of DC 


TIME ovr 


Robin Grey QC — in a statement 
agreed with Crown counsel — told 
Snaresbrook Crown Court that in- 
formation received from Ida Oder- 
inde had led to Operation Jackpot 
being widened. 

Her second claim, that she was 
‘planted’ by bent police officers who 
were desperate to shut her up, is 
harder to prove. It is her word 
against theirs. 

This week Oderinde expects to 
learn if she will be granted leave to 
appeal against her conviction for 
conspiracy to supply heroin, and be 
given bail. 

If she is granted leave to appeal, 
Oderinde will be the first of dozens 
of ‘victims’ of alleged drug planting 
by Stoke Newington police to have 
her case reviewed. Others — nota- 
bly Dennis Tulloch and Rennie 
Kingsley — are also seeking to ap- 
peal. If Oderinde does walk free, the 
embarrassment to the police will be 
massive and the lid will be lifted on 
Britain's biggest police corruption 
scandal for years. 

In the meantime, her main con- 
cern is rebuilding her relationship 
with her three children. There is 
also the threatened repossession of 
her house by Hackney Council for 
rent arrears — another part of the 
trauma of being in prison for some- 
thing she insists she did not do. 

The suspension last week of PC 
Lyons can only help QOderinde’s 
case. But she is annoyed that he, 
and the other officers suspended or 
transferred, receive a different stan- 
dard of justice to her. ‘Those that 
have done wrong are out there, free. 
They're still getting paid as well. 
I'm in here suffering. | don’t see the 
justice in that. 
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DENNIS TULLOCH, a black man from 
Stoke Newington, north London, is reading Eye 
articles on the police force in his area with 
more than cursory Interest. 

Tulloch is in prison for four years after being 
convicted of possession of crack cocaine with 
intent to supply it. Three police officers gave 
evidence that they were “on observation duty” in 
Sandringham Road on 1! September 1990, when 
they saw two black men “engaged in what 
appeared to be an exchange” outside the Ladbroke 
betting shop, 

They rushed up to arrest the men, but one 
escaped and the other, Mr Tulloch, mshed into the 
betling shop, Two of the officers follawed him, 
grabbed him and took him back into the strect. Mr 
Tulloch was searched and cight wraps of cocaine 
were found on him. 

Mr Tulloch said this was all nonsense. He said 
he never had drugs on him; that the police arrested 
him inside the betting shop, which they raided; and 
that they then blatantly planted the drugs. It was a 
straight case of the word of three police offtcers 
against one black man. Even so, there were 
difficulties with the police case. 

All three officers insisted in court that the 
distance at which they saw the “exchange” was 30 
lo 50 fect. The prosecution, however, was forced 
to admit that the distance was 175 feet — and the 
evidence of the “exchange” was withdrawn. 
Nevertheless, the officers were adamant that the 
drugs were found on Mr Tulloch and the jury 
convicted him by a majority of 10 to 2. 

What interests Mr Tuiloch is the subsequent 
career of the police who convicted him, in 
purticulur PC Ronald Palumbo. He is one of eight 
police officers recently transferred from Stoke 
Newington in order to “facilitate” the inquiry 
being conducted by Det Supt lan Russell of 
Scotland Yard into allegations of a protection 
racket and drug planting at Stoke Newington 
police station. On 17 June, PC Palumbo was 
suspended from duty. 

The manner of his suspension is further 
teslimony to the tremendous efficiency and 
prompiness of the Crown Prosecution Service. 

In December last year at Snaresbrook Crown 
Court, PC Palumbo gave evidence against a man 
called Paul Noe}. When a fellow officer pave 
almost identical evidence in rather curious 
circumstances, Judec Pitman recalled Palumbo and 
suggested to him that he had colluded with the 
other officer after giving his evidence — despite 
knowing tat he should not do so. 

Palumbo denied the allegation, which as the 
case proceeded became clearer and clearer, Finally 
Judge Pitman recalied Palumbo and again put the 
collusion to him. When Palumbo denied it once 
more, the judge was furious. It was, he said, 
“perfectly plain” that Palumbo was lying on oath, 
and he toid him in no uncertain terms that if that 
were proved Io be so, it was a “very, very serious” 
matter. 

The judge promptly sent the papers to the 
Crown Prosecution Service. Seven months fater 
the CPS leapt into action and PC Paiumbeo was 
suspended, Mr Tulloch — and who knows how 
many others in prison at least partly because of 
what PC Palumbo said in court — is wondering 
how long he must wait to find if the transferred 
tid suspended officer is to be charged with the 
perjury of which he was accused by a judge in 
open court, 
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Shot robbery 
suspect faces 


A SUSPECTED bank robber who was shot 
twice in a gun battle with police is under 
armed guard in Homerton Hospital this 





weck, a. 
with machine gusts surrounded s Hackncy pub DS eee 
test toured evening, after a tip-off that the injured a Bear atielian ae, 
beni was holed up there. a oe ae hia | 
The stake-out, ot the Flying Scud pub in Hackney . police markzman 
Roed, followed a dramatic chase 30 misntes caslier im Mis) crouches behind « car 


with his sub-machine gun 
trained on the door of the 


Firing Scud pub as 
armed officers in bullet 
A proof vests wail for the 
suspect to ¢ 
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managed 10 Te one, 
but a¢ Pe John Benson, 25, j ped = car driven by a third man. Hospital, Whitechapel. : 
from the car to chase the ether sus- egal lets, aH icemarks- =A. 35-year-old council worker ap- 
the uy and’s crack red at Thames Magistrates” 
Tactical Firearms Group ringed the rt on Saturday, charged with 
But the brave bobby continued to Flymg Scud pob 30 minutes later. conspirscy to rob. Two other men 
give chase and shot the fleeing ban- The suspect who had been thot wat arrested by police a1 the pub have 
dit twice in the arm. The wounded  errestedd as he left the pub. been released on police bail, aloa 
robber managed io escape, however, The shot Pe was in a stable condi - Sphiancahes fat ato wasianence 


by jumping into a wailing getaway tion this week at the Royal London in Stepney at the weekend. 





police searched the pub 
for a pum 
thoigur and a tive gun. 
The green BMW getaway 
car uted was found the 
following day in Roman 
B Road, Bethnal Green. 
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Judge frees 


man jailed 





in drugs case 


Andrew Harrold 


Rinne 
MAN convicted of 
drugs offences on the 
basis of evidence 
secured by London 


police officers at the centre of a 
corruption inquiry was last 
night freed by the High Court. 

Dennis Tulloch, jailed for 
four years last September for 
possessing crack cocaine with 
intent to supply, was granted 
bail and permission to apply for 
leave to appeal against his con- 
viction after a two-hour private 
hearing before Lord Justice 
McEwan. The application was 
not opposed by the Crown Pros- 
ecution Service. 

Mr Tulloch, aged 43, has been 
in Mount Prison, Hertfordshire, 
since being convicted. He was 
expected home in Hackney, east 
London, !ast night. 

Rod Novy, a solicitor acting 
for Mr Tulloch, said he ex- 
pected a flood of appeal cases 
involving other convictions 
secured by officers from Stoke 
Newington police station, in 
north London. 

“This is tantamount to an 
admission by the Crown Prose- 
cution Service that my client’s 
conviction was unsafe and un- 
satisfactory. This case will be 
used by others to support their 
appeals.” 

Mr Tulloch is one of a num- 
ber of people who have alleged 
that officers from Stoke New- 







ington planted drugs on them 
and fabricated evidence. 

He was arrested outside a bet- 
ting office in 1990 by Detective 
Constable Barry Lyons, who 
has since been suspended and 
questioned by officers from the 
Metropolitan Police anti-cor- 
ruption branch. 

Mr Lyons was also involved 
in the case of Ida Oderinde, who 
has lodged grounds for appeal 
against her conviction for drug 
dealing in April last year. 

Scotland Yard's anti-corrup- 


tion branch, under Superinten- | 


dent Jan Russell, has been ex- 
amining allegations of police 
involvement in drugs since 
April last year. Eight officers 
have been transferred from 
Stoke Newington. Another 
faces trial on serious charges. 

Mr Novy said last night Mr 
Tulloch’s legal team hoped to 
complete work on the grounds 
for appeal once the inquiry had 
ended. 

His hearing would not be 
heard until then. “But given 
what has happened today, I can 
not imagine that it will be op- 
posed by the Crown,’ he added. 

Graham Smith, of the Hack- 
ney Families Defence Associa- 
tion, which has been campaign- 
ing on behalf of alleged victims 
of planted drugs, said yester- 
day's ruling would trigger a 
number of similar applications. 
“Hopefully this will be the first 
of many cases which will reach 
the Court of Appeal.” 
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Clarke calls 
for sacking 
of lazy police 


who are simply unable to 

















Buncan Campbell achieve these standards,” he 

Crime Correspondent = said. ‘These people ought not, 

for their own sakes as well of 

AZY and incompetent | those of their colleagues and 

police officers can no | the public, to remain as police 
longer be allowed to put | officers.” 

their colleagues and| Mr Clarke said that he was 


working with other police 
associations to ensure that such 
officers were always dealt with 
fairly and sensitively. 

The Home Secretary said he 
was not convinced that a local 
involvement in police forces 
was best achieved by the cur- 
rent system of police authori- 
ties. While a local lay input was 
essential, he wanted to ensure 
that such structures helped 
rather than hindered change. 

He ruled out a national! police 
force and said he did not envis- 
age an operational arm for the 
newly formed National Crimi- 
nal Intelligence Service. 

The Home Secretary ex- 
pressed his reservations about 
the American-style side- 
handled baton, which the police 
would like. 

He promised action against 
New Age travellers and ravers. 
He also accepted that there was 
considerable public concern 
about persistent young offend- 
ers and promised new mea- 
sures to deal with them. 

Shadow home secretary Tony 
Blair later accused Mr Clarke 
of trying to shift the blame for 
the crime figures from the Gov- 
ernment to the police. 


members of the public at risk, 
the Home Secretary told senior 
officers yesterday. He also sug- 
gested that police authorities 
are unlikely to continue in their 
present form. 

Speaking at the Police Super- 
intendents Association annual 
conference in Blackpool, Ken- 
neth Clarke ruled out a 
national police force and prom- 
ised measures to deal with New 
Age travellers and persistent 
young offenders. 

He told delegates there was 
an understandable reluctance 
to deal with the shortcomings 
of colleagues in a way which 
might mean they lost their jobs. 

“But this nettle has to be 
erasped. It is quite simply not 
fair either to other police offi- 
cers or the public they serve to 
put them at risk by failing to 
deai with poor performance." 

He was not suggesting that 
the only way to deal with poor 
performers was to get rid of 
them. That would be a wasteful 


fied at an early stage so he or 
she could improve and develop. 
™ “We have to accept, however, 

. that there will be people 
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Victim of ‘corrupt’ police go 


Scandal-hit Steke 

Newington police suf. 

see a sh last 

week with the treeing 

Newnan of the first ‘victim’ of 

ndal alleged drug planting 

by ‘corrupt’ drugs 

squad officers at the north London 
Station. 

Dennis Tulloch was released last Fri- 
day after the High Court took the unusu- 
al step of granting him bail even before 
he has applied for leave to appeal 
against his conviction for crack dealing. 

Rod Novy, one of Tulloch’s solicitors, 
said: ‘Dennis Tulloch is out on bail and 
no longer serving a sentence for some- 
thing for which he ought not to have 
been convicted, I'm very optimistic that 
his conviction will now be quashed 
when it comes to the Appeal Court.’ 

The move is likely to lead to other 
convicted dealers, all of whom claim 
they were framed by police, taking simi: 
lar action — and may lead to criminal 
charges against certain officers. 
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Tulloch, who wag serving a four-year 
sentence for possession of crack with in- 
lent to supply, has always maintained 
that he was planted with nine ‘rocks’ of 
the drug by police. His case was first 
highlighted by Tinie Out in February, a 
week after eight officers were moved out 
of Stoke Newington for alleged corrup- 
tion involving drug dealing, planting 
drugs on suspects and theft. 

Scotland Yard Jaunched an urgent in 
quiry into the allegations, called Opera 
tion Jackpot, led by Detective Super- 
intendent Ian Russell of its Complaints 
Investigation Branch. 

Both the officers who claimed they 
found the drugs on Tulloch when he was 
arrested in September 1990 — DC Barry 
Lyons and PC Ronald Palumbo — have 
since been suspended from duty. 

Time Oul revealed in june that 
Palumbo had been suspended for alleged 
perjury at the trial last December of an: 
other alleged drug dealer, Paul Noel. The 
judge was so concerned at the quality of 
police evidence that he stopped the trial. 


Concern over Palumbo recently forced 
the Crown Prosecution Service to drop 
two further cascs where he was due to 
give evidence. Last month, in the case of 
Anthony Wood, prosccuting counsel it- 
self said the PC ‘cannot be relied upon as 
a witness of the truth’. 

DC Lyons was suspended from duty 
two weeks ago, Tune Oni can reveal that 
this was a direct result of Det Supt Rus- 
sell writing to the Home Office to tell 
them that he had found new evidence 
which casts doubt on the safety of 
Tulloch's conviction 

Rod Novy said: ‘Tulloch’'s conviction 
should not stand because grave doubts 
now exist about the evidence given at 
his trial by Palumbo and Lyons’ 

His freeing is especially significant 
because of the date of Tulloch's arrest, 
September 1990, Dozens of other arrests 
for drug dealing made by the two offi- 
cers after then could now be open to 
question — a horrendous prospect for 
the police. — 

Ida Oderinde, whose crucial role in the 
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launch of Operation Jackpot was de- 
tailed by Tinte Out last week, should be 
the next to gain her freedom pending an 
appeal. 

Tulloch, 44, is likely to sue the Metro- 
politan Police for malicious prosecution 
and false imprisonment. 

Denis Campbell and Catherine Pepinster 
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‘Up COD laslics ‘scurr city’ ; 
AUP Cop lusiies ‘scurrilous publicity’ on corruption _ Detectives frustrated as cases are thrown out of court 


Bribery probe Public’s attitude 
has attracted to marital rape 
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Battered wife who 
killed wins freedom 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


killing her violent hus- 

band by setting fire to 
him was yesterday freed at the 
Old Bailey after her plea of 
guilty to manslaughter on 
grounds of diminished respon- 
sibility was accepted. 

Kiranjit Ahluwalia, aged 36, 
had been jailed for life at 
Lewes, crown court, East Sus- 
sex, in 1989 for killing her hus- 
band, Deepak. She left court 
yesterday to cheers from her 
supporters and the embraces of 
both her own and her hus- 
band's families. She was 
granted a re-trial by the Court 
of Appeal in July and her case 
became a cause célebre in the 
debate on battered women who 
kill violent men. 

“I am very, very pleased,” 
she said. “I am still shocked." 
She was being reunited last 
night with her two young sons. 

Mr Justice Hobhouse ac- 
cepted her plea of guilty to 
manslaughter after hearing de- 
tails of the systematic violence 
she had suffered over 10 years 
of marriage to her husband, a 
post office worker, at their 
home in Crawley, West Sussex. 

“Justice does not require that 
you stay in prison any longer,” 
said the judge. He accepted that 
she had suifered violence and 
abuse throughout her marriage 
but told her that “the crime was 
a terrible crime... killing your 
husband by a means which 
caused terrible pain”. 

He sentenced her to three 
years imprisonment which 
meant her immediate release, a 
decision greeted by loud ap- 
plause from a packed public 
gallery. 

Her barrister, Geoffrey 
Robertson, QC, told the court 
that a plea of diminished res- 
ponsibility on the grounds of 
her mental state had not been 
entered at her original trial. 


Ainitizs jailed for life for 


“Her ill-treatment produced a 
post traumatic stress,” he said. 
"She has always accepted that 
what she did was a crime and a 
sin.” 

For the Crown, Robert Har- 
man, QC, accepted the defence's 
plea and said that fresh expert 
medical evidence pointed 
clearly to her diminished res- 
ponsibility at the time of 
killing. 

“The Crown does not con- 
sider it is in the public interest 
to proceed further with the 
charge of murder,” he said. 

Last night, Pragna Patel, of 
Southall Black Sisters, who led 
the campaign to free Mrs 
Ahluwalia, said: ‘‘Kiranjit’s ex- 
perience is an indictment of our 
society, our families and our 
legal system.” She called for an 
ending of the mandatory life 
sentence for murder and the 
reform of the homicide laws. 
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A force to be 
reckoned with 


When Duncan Campbell called the police 





he didn’t realise his name spelt trouble 





SINCE [ am a jourmalist who has occa- 
sionally braved the Official Secrets Act 
it would be untrue to say J have always 
been on the nght side of the law. But J 
had assumed that I could, when neces- 
sary, dial 999 with confidence. [ had 
reckoned without the dangers of living 
in Stoke Newington, north London. 

Farlier this year, the local police 
paid £67,000 in damages for violence 
against suspects and for false imprison- 
ment. Another group of officers alleg- 
edly supplied seized drugs to a network 
of dealers whom they protecied and 
controlled. A senior Scotland Yard of- 
ficer had spoken of “the most serious 
corruption allegations for 20 years". 

I was only dimly aware of these de- 
velopments and thought they had noth- 
ing to do with me. One evening last 
June, [ learnt differently. 

1 had returned home to hear a loud 
banging from the end wall of the house. 
Looking oul, I saw two men from a 
nearby building sile attacking the 
house foundations wilh some vigour. 
The boundaries of the house were in- 
convenient ta a neighbouring property 
developer. Six wecks previously, he had 
bulldozed a large section of the bound- 
ary wall; it had been re-built at consid- 
erable expense. 

I went out and politely asked the 
developer to call his men off. During 
our discussion, he gathered a pickaxe 
and swung it at the wall to emphasise 
his intentions. Perhaps foolishly, 1 
placed myself between him and the 
wall, He continued swinging the axe, | 
pushed him away, he aimed the axe at 
me twice. I jumped over the wall, ran 
into the house, locked myscif in an up- 
stairs room and dialled 999. 

Two police vehicles arrived within 12 
minutes. After I explained what had 
happened, they went in search of the 
developer. When they retumed it 
scemed they had lost interest in the 
eae its owner and the dents he had 
eft in the wall. They arrested me. 

At the police station, I was charged 
with causing actua! bodily harm. Fur- 
ther, in the officers’ view, | was too 
dangerous to be allowed out on the 
streets; for reasons of public safety, | 
would be kept in their cells overnight. 

By now, understanding was dawn- 
ing. | had given my profession as “jaur- 
nalist and TV producer". A young 
constable asked me: “Are you that 
journalist, Duncan Campbell?” 1 was 
flattered. Perhaps the constable re- 
membered my controversial series on 
The Secret Society, shown on BBC2 in 
1987. Perhaps he was even a New 
Statesman reader who remembered m 
exposés of phone-tapping in the intelli- 
pence services a decade ago. Yes, | 
said, I was that journalist. 

But which journalist? Later, another 
officer asked: “Are you the Duncan 
Campbell who's been writing all this 
stulf that’s given this station a bad 
name?” Yet another, taking my finger- 
prints, asked: “Have you been giving us 
all this grief?” Since I had never written 
about Stoke Newington police, I was 
baffMed and told them so. 

I should have guessed the truth ear- 
lier, but 1 had been out of England and 
had not been reading the London edi- 
tions of the pare I have a namesake 
— Duncan Campbell, crime correspan- 
dent of the Guardian. For more than 15 
years, we have suffered misrouted 
cheques and unwanted invitations. [ 


have been asked if I can arrange fa- 
yours from his partner, who is Julie 
Christie, the actress; he has been asked 
to lecture on the Official Secrets Act. 

Now things had taken a more scti- 
ous turn. Just four days earlier, my 
namesake had published the latest in a 
scnes of reports exposing the cormp- 
tion in Stoke Newington CID. And, in 
ihe same week, another journalist, 
called Denis Campbell, had reported 
further allegations in Time Out. Clear- 
ly, this was a bad moment for a journal- 
ist named D Campbell to call for police 
aid. Instantly jailing journalists is not, it 
is true, 2 conventional remedy for criti- 
cism in most parts of Britain. But this 
was Stoke Newington. 

The following morning, magistrates 
granted me unconditional bail. But the 
matter did not rest there. Officers visit- 
ed the pickaxe-wielding developer on 
several occasions, urging him, I was 
told, lo press his complaint. He claimed 





Double trouble: our writer (above) 
and bis Guardian namesake (below) 





that he had suffered a broken canine 
tooth but was “too busy” to submit to a 
dental examination. Two building 
workers had witnessed the incident. 
One, my solicitor was told, had been 
found and would give evidence in 


court. The police located the second 
witness the day before the case was duc 
for trial — unfortunately, they said, he 
was in Jersey, I realised, when I got to 
court, that they did not have the first 
witness either. The man they produced 
was another building worker who was 
on site but did not see the attack. 

At the Jast minute, the prosecution 
offered to drop charges if I would agree 
10 be bound over to keep the peace. I 
accepted. J already had a stack of law- 
yers’ bills and I was not confident thal 
the magistrates would spat that the wit: 
nesses had, in effect, been rigged. It all 
seemed very unfair. But this was Stoke 
Newington = where it is bad news to 
be a reporter called Campbell. 


Duncan Campbell now lives in Edin- 
burgh. 
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WATCHDOG to moni- 

tor judges’ perfor- 

mance and bring those 

who are lary, slow, or 
rude up to the mark was called 
for at the weekend by the 
leader of Be font barristers in 
England an 

Lord Williams oti of Mostyn. QC, 
chairman of the Bar, said thert 
was “no sufficient measuring of 
judicial qualities and expertise” 
once judges were appointed. 
This “topic of some delicacy” 
needed to be addressed. 

Opening the Bar Council's 
annual conference in London 
on Saturday, he proposed a 

ne] of lawyers, judges and 

aymen to investigate com- 
plaints about judges’ in-court 

behaviour. He told a press con- 
ference tater: “If a judge is ap- 
pointed, I don't think he ought 
to have a freehold for 15 years. 
There ought to be some mea- 
sure of his performance.” 

Other countries had judicial! 
Teview bodies “to point out that 
if a Judge is mide, slow, lary, 
discourteous or insensitive, 
there might be some remedies”. 

The panel could initially 


the advice was not ° 


Bar chairman urges 
watchdog for judges|* 


“there is no reason they 
shouldn't give advice to the 
Lord Chancellor saying this 
man isn't up to the job,” Lord 
Williams said. “in serious disci- 
poner matters, there may 
a recommendation 


ve to be 
for removal re suspension.” 
Lord Williams — Boner 
Gareth Williams — 


opening speech to ateek the 
Pachice of malas part-time 

judges 1 n the sldlou Court, 
ious and 


practising barristers siting #8 as 
part-time deputy High Court 
judges is a bones of contention 
between the Lord Chancellor 
and senior judges, who want 
more judges appoin 

“In mast weeks ag ihe Royal 
Courts of Justice, part-timers 
will be more num UMeTTUS than 
High Court judges," Lord 
Williams said. Bh devalues the 
system and ca enormous 
resentment Pri discontent 
among litigants.” 

Later he added: “It is com- 
pletely impossible to justify the 





High | was ear scanty” || 
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d be able to retire || 
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perusior.. 
Catling for a peavey | sar 
aay review body to 
udges' pay, Lord Willams sl 
“Tt is pointless and 1 believe 
dangerous to have an allegedly 
independent body, which is 
then overruled by politicians. 
This is particularty so with the 
increasing development of 
di review controlling the 
executive in the interests of the 
individual, a development 
which is entirely judge-made.™ 





Police ‘losing faith as law 
tilts balance to accused’ 


OLICE are losing confl-| The Police and Criminal Evi- 


dence in the criminal jus- 
tice system because mules 
to protect the innocent are pre- 
venting the guilty from being 
brought to justice, John Evans, 
Constable of Devon and 
Cornwall, told the conference. 
Mr Evans, who led the in- 
muy Lanier the cond oct bios 
rmingham. police 
eters said the pendu- 
jum had swung too far towards 
accused. 


de 
signed to preclude unfair dis- 
closure to a jury, have become 
a means of excluding what any 
ordinary and rati person — 
theoretically the very basis of 
the jury system — would 
regard as relevant and vital.” 


dence Act had become “‘a 
grossly bureaucratic and nega- 
tive code working as often as 
not ta conceal the truth and 
protect from investiga- 


tion”. The rules were “leading | j 


to the situation in which none 
but the dim-witted and genu- 


needed to be redrawn so police 
Hepatol doh ell oh 
te suspects. Defendants 


case in advance, and the Jury 

should be told of their previeus 
convictions and allowed to 
draw inferences from their 


examining judge 
pele irae with an inguisi- 


Tale, 
gine Stephen Mitchell, ac. 
who was prosecuting counsel in 
the frst Birmingham Six ap- 


peal, toid the workshop that the 
criminal a sistem was ‘“fa- 
tally fla *. The trial and in- 
re Pei foe while not so 
fawed, were not perfect. 






criminal Investigations and Resting bis case... Sir Thomas Bingham, the next Master of the Rolls. ‘Surely it is better to 
trials. get our dirty linen jaundered at home rather than at Strasbourg,’ PHOTOGRAPH: ALAN REEVELL 
Police should also be exposed - 


to judges’ thinking on the crimi- 
nal justice system. The sooncr | 


their | the shutters fly up and some” 


frank talking starts, the 
ee 


Boal, QC, chief pros- 
eculing counsel st the Gd Bal 


Defence lawyers should be 
required to outtine the issues in 
the trial at a ee 


and state w 
would contend were lying or 


taistaken, he said. 


| HE man who takes 
] over this week as Eng- 
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Bingham calls 
for bill of rights 


land's top civil judge 


yesterday called for a 


}i bl of rights. Slr Thomas 
|) Bingham, who succeeds Lord 
|] Donaldson on Thursday as 
|| Master of the Rolls, said: 


“There is nothing more fun- 
damental at the heart of any 


| | legal system, I suggest, than 


protection of human rights.” 

Lord Justice edgy 
regarded as a liberal, is the 
first senior judge to fe the 
adoption of a bill of rights in 


| | a public debate 


Oritaio sas: ratified the 
European Convention on 
Human RAlghts but has pot 
adopted it into domestic law. 
Therefore cases alleging 
breaches of rights, such as 
freedom of s guaran- 
teed by the convention, have 
to go to the European Court 

of Human Rights, in 
Strasbourg. 

The House of Lords has 
ruled that the convention 
can be taken into account in 


|| the British courts only where 


the law Is ambiguous 

Speaking In a bill of tights 
debate chaired by Sir Robin 
Day at the Bar conference In 
London, Sir Thomas said the 
Importance of human rights 
in Britaln was greater than 
ever. 

“Of course this country has 
never been the homogeneous 
state that the Natlonal Front 
would have us believe. There 
has always been a great mix 
of race, religion and so on, 
but never to the extent that 
there is today.” He sald dilf- 
ferent races, religions and 
cultures craved recognition 
and there were real problems 
concerning people's happi- 
ness and fulfliment 

Britain was a signatory to 
the European convention, 
had ratified it and was 
largely responsible for its 
drafting. Yet the British 
courts were unable, save in a 


marginal way, to pay any 
attention to it, and judges 
were “professionally igna- 
rant” of it. 

The present situation had 
undesirable results. [t weak- 
ened public confidence in the 
courts as a place to which 
they could go to get thelr 
rights protected. A common 
belief of everyone who lost in 
court was “I shall have te go 
off to Strasbourg to get my 
rights". 

It meant that findings 
against the Government 
were made in an Interna- 
tional tribunal rather than 
our own courts. “Surely it is 
better to get our dirty linen 
laundered at home rather 
than in the court at Stras- 
bourg,” Sir Thomas said. 

He criticised the “delay, 

expense and general hassle” 
involved in going to Stras- 
bourg, citing a current case 
of a boy whose complaint 
about physical punishment 
when aged seven had taken 
seven years to reach the 
European court. 

He said it was a case “with 
county court written all over 
it". Whether the boy was 
right or wrong, “nobody In 
their right mind would sug- 
gest that it requires a court 
of 16 judges, seven years’ de- 
lay and, I've no doubt, a 
great deal rhe es 

“] think that is a crazy way 
to resolve whether the boy 
had a complaint under the 
convention.” 

The motion — “This house 
7 ports the introduction of 

udicially-enforceable bill 
of rights" — was carried bya 
small majority. [t was sup- 
ported by Michael Zander, 
professor of law at the Lon- 
don School of Economics, Dr 
Conor Gearty, sence lec- 
turer in law at King’s Col- 
lege, London, and ni ip Nor- 
ton, professor of government 
ot Hull University, opposed 
t. 


DPP to get Yard corruption report 


Scotland Yard's long 
awauted report inte 
drug related corrup 
tion at Sloke Newing 
ton police statiun will 
be presented to the 
Director of Public 
Prosecutions within a fortnight 

The report, into sensational allega 
Hans that police officers at the north 
anion mek have been selling drugs 
wil planting suspects, could lead toa 
number of officers facing serious crum 
nal charges. 

It stems from Operation Jackpot, the 
Yard's internal inquiry inte whit one 
Assistant Conmussioner has called ‘the 
itust serious case of corruption in the 
Met for a decade’. Headed by Detective 
Superintendent lan Russell of the Yard's 
Complaints Investigation Branch, Jack: 
pot has been collecting evidence into the 





le 


claims since April 1, 

Several dagen curreet or dormer Stake 
Sewington oalficers have been ques- 
honed. some under caution, Russell has 
wlsa interviewed many peaple who alles 
edly either sald drugs for bent police or 
dain they were ‘fitted up” by having 
drugs, usually crack, planted on them. 

Jackpot Jed to eight officers being 
moved away from Stoke Newington sta- 
fonoain January amidst allegations of 
drug dealing, planting of suspects, brib- 
ery and theft, Three have since been sus 
pended from duty for allegedly con: 
UE perjury 

The response of Barbara Mills. the 
DPE. ta Det Supt Russell's report will be 
seen as atest of the thoroughness of the 
new regime she has established since be- 
ing brought in lo restore confidence in 
the Crown Prosecution Service ww April. 

The report will also be sent to the [o- 


hee Complaints Authonty, which has 
been supervising Operation Jickpot, and 
Sir Peter bnibert, the Met Commissioner 

Scotland Yard refused to comment on 
the freeing from prison last week of Ida 
Odermde, the convicted drug dealer 
whose detailed cams about corruption 
it Stoke Newington station led Russell 
te aviden his inquiry. She mpusts she was 
Hitec up’ by (woof the three suspended 
afficers, and has abso been granted leave 
to appeal 

Oderinde told Tae Out ‘Vr really 
happy to be free, but ws appathag to 
have hadave there for vera year fora 
crime ft never committed. The vear in 
prison has been hell. [ve suffered both 
physically and psychologically. Really, 
I'm just trying now to get my life back 
logether, especially petting to know my 
three children,’ 

The week before, Denar Tullach, in 


Time dvT 


So. 5 aces I 


uther alleged ‘victiny of drug planting 
was alse freed ov bit 

Meanwhile, Stoke Newingtoa'’s top 
cop. Clief Superintendent Roy Clark, has 
claimed that ‘because of the scurrilous 
pubhety given to the police investiga 
tion in some parts of the media, drug 
dealers are comune from far and wide’ to 
Stoke Newington. ‘Cocky’ dealers be 
heve police will be too cautious to arrest 
them, he said. 

In last weekend's dedepeneden? oe Suit 
dev, Duncan Campbell, the renowned in 
sestigalive journahst added to the Stoke 
Newrngten police corruption saga 
Campbell claimed he had been wrongly 
arrested and held ina cell overnight by 
officers from the station because they 
mistook him for his namesake, the 
Guardian's crime correspondent, who 
has written a series of articles about the 
scandal. Dems Campbell 


1ST: 


SCALLY WAC Oct/Nov a2 


= STOKE NI 
SCAI 


n the last edition of Scallywag - with a lengthy investigation 

we spotlighted in some graphic detail the growing cancer 
of unrest inside Hackney police - and especially at Stoke 
Newington police station. 





We cast the net back a full 21 years and detailed four deaths in 
police custody and countless assaults and beatings. We called 
the station’s paddy wagon the most violent vehicle in Britain. 
We named all 19 policemen against whom serious complaints 
had been made. 


We called for a proper judicial inquiry - on the grounds that 
many people who had evidence to give or had been abused were 
reluctant to be interviewed by police investigating police cor- 
ruption. 


We pointed out just how Nlawed the system was when the police 
were producing evidence against themselves and submitting it 
to a wary DPP who could only act on the police submissions, 


We named the ringleaders in this sordid affair. 


We were the first paper to name all the names and to tell the 
story from the beginning, putting many different strands into 
a proper perspective. The paper was a sell-out in North and 
East London. In one small newsagent the police themselves 
bought all ten copies on sale. 


More than anything else we called for a suspension of all those 
upcoming trials in which any of the19 had been the arresting 
officer - at Jeast until the inquiry was over. Many peuple were 
in jail based solely on the evidence of officers who were pres- 
ently themselves being investigated. 


The situation in Hackney has been deteriorating for a long time 
and had become a time bomb. Some kind of inquiry has to be 
made. It came eventually after allegations by a certain Pearl 
Cameron, when she was hauled before the courts for selling 
large amounts of crack, that the drug had in fact been supplied 
by the potice themselves. This was backed up by evidence from 
her son and by another witness Ida Oderine, whe saw such a 
transaction and was then arrested for dealing in heroin. She 
insists this was a plant. Her recent release would indicate that 
this was actually the case. 


The key to the issue was Roy Lowindowski, an ambitious CID 
officer who was at the very centre of the allegations. 


Lewindowski may never have been caught had it not been for 
a chance raid by H.M. Customs and Excise on a well-known 
gangsters’ gambling club in the borough. Customs work com- 
pletely autonomously and possess incredible powers of search 
and entry. They do not need a search warrant, for example, 
when they want to bust someone. 
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While they do often work in conjunction with other agencies, 
they do everything they can to make any operation ‘secure’, 
They had had their eye on the club because they knew it 
operated at least 100 machines which were VAT declarable, but 
had not been declared. 


Pe hey 
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Undercover, they had visited the club and had seen the ma- 
chines in operation. They did not know who he was, but they 


WINGTON POLICE 


DAL UPDATE 


had also seen Lowindowski there looking as if he owned the 
place, so he became a target. Not knowing he was a policeman, 
when they decided to raid, they liaised with Stoke Newington 
police station at Superintendent level - as a matter of courtesy. 


While raiding on such a venue it was sometimes wise to have 
police back-up which they soon obtained. But when they ratded, 
all the machines, except the four or five licensed ones, had been 
moved. Chargrinned, Customs retired to fight another day. 


This happened again - in exactly the same way with exactly the 
Same consequences. Customs then correctly surmised that 
someone in the police station had tipped the club off They had 
also found out that Lowindowski was living a very rich life. 
They originally thought he might be the boss man. 


They decided to raid without the police ‘co-operation’ and, low 
and behold, they found the full 100 or so machines in fuil 
operation and among others, they arrested Lowindowski. It 
was only then they found out he was a copper. 


He was subsequently charged with fraud 


At about the sametime the Pearl Cameron allegations had been 
made and now they had the same policemen on a criminal 
charge, they HAD to take the allegation seriously, 


Unable to face searching questions, Sergeant Gerald Carroll 
who had regularly been accused of abuse and was Lowindowski's 
direct superior, committed suicide. 


Out of thel19 we named, eight had been moved to other police 
stations as soon as the inquiry began. Three of these have now 
been suspended and could face charges. 


The ringleader of these three - 
after Lowindowski- was Ronald 
Palumbo, much feared on the 
streets where he was known ag 
Nathan. 


When Palumbo was called to 
give evidence against one of the 
people who made statements 
against him he asked the judge 
for a stay of caution - Britain's 
equivalent to the fifth amend- 
ment, in which a witness may 
refuse to give evidence on the 
grounds it may incriminate him. 
This is almost unheard of fram 
# police witness. He then an- 
swered questions which were 
directly conflicting with irrefu- 
table evidence which had aj- 
ready been given. The judge 
gave Palumbo three chances to 
withdraw his evidence which 
he did not do, The judge conse- 
quently threw the whole case 
out of the window. 


"You're nicked, sunshine” 





Palumbo had been one of the officers seen ‘socially’ at Pear] 
Cameron's shop, along with another officer, Bruce Galbraith, 
who has also been suspended and who have both been directly 
accused by Cameron and Oderine of supplying crack and taking 
up to £2000 a week for it. 


The key factor remains Lowindowski and our sources reveal 
that there has been a wide conspiracy at Stoke Newington to 
attempt to nobble the custom's case. Simply because, if he is 
convicted, Lowindowski could take half the station with him. 


“If he sings,” one police source told us, “a lot of heads will roll.” 


Had Customs not intervened at a crucial time, the whole thing 
could have been easily covered up by the police themselves. But 
like the mounties, customs had got their man and they weren't 
going to let go. 


With Ida Oderine's release, she could become a damning wit- 
ness in any future trials, and we can only hope that our 
campaign in recent editions contributed in some small way to 
justice eventually being done. 


No one disputes was dealing in drugs on almost a corner shop 
scale. Indeed she and her son are on extensive videos taken in 
Sandringham Road showing that she sold excellent crack from 
a front window, dispensing it almost like soap flakes. 


On the pick-up witnessed by Oderine several thousand pounds 
changed hands after Palumbo and Galbraith had made a 
delivery of drugs they had seized elsewhere. Ona later unofh- 
cial visit the video had been mysteriously switched off. But 
another policeman had been despatched to visit the premises on 
an excuse to obtain information on the layout of the building 
pending the raid. He was more 
than surprised to find the two 
officers there, relaxing in the 
front room. 


The third officer tobe suspended 
is P.C Barry Lyons. This means 
that the investigating officer, 
Det. Supt. Ian Russell, has al- 
ready collected enough evidence 
to suggest that - on top of 
Lowindowski - Palumbo, 
Braithwait and Lyons were also 
implicated. 


STOP PRESS ... 

At time of going to press, an- 
other person who claims he was 
planted, Everald Brown, has 
been granted a hearing by the 
Lord Chief Justice on his appli- 
cation for leave to appeal. An- 
other, Dennis Tulloch, has also 
been freed. Many more such 
applications are believed to be 
innoocent. But where is that 
judicial inquiry? 


{ 54- 


Senior officers denounce lack of funds and consultation 





Act to cut prisoners 





worries police chiefs 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


> 


ENIOR police officers 
say that parts of the 
Criminal Justice Act, 
which comes into force 
today, are unworkable and 
have not been discussed with 
the police. The Lord Chief Jus- 
tice, Lord Taylor, has already 
expressed misgivings about the 
act, which aims to cut the num- 
ber of prisoners. 

Brian Johnson, president of 
the Association of Chief Police 
Officers, told its autumn confer- 
ence in Preston that he was 
concerned about how the act 
will function. Albert Pacey, 
chairman of its crime commit- 
tee, said the association had not 
been consulted and there were 
not enough resources to make 
the act work. 

“We're a little concerned 
about the deterrent effect,” said 
Mr Johnson, Chief Constable of 
Lancashire. “Those sentenced 
to four years’ imprisonment are 
automatically released: after 
two years 

It was intended that the bole: 





vant force would be told when 
an offender was released on 
licence, but he was unaware of 
how or by whom. 

One clause suggested that 17- 
year-olds should not be held in 
police cells but in local author- 
ity secure accommodation, he 
said. But many areas did not 
have such accommodation. 

The act would place an addi- 
tional burden on the police, an 
there was not enough funding 
to deal with it. He was unaware 
of any Home Office: circulars 
explaining the machinery of the 
act to the police. — 

Mr Pacey,. Chief Constable of 
Gloucestérshire,: said he had 


‘put queries to the Home Office 


but had no reply. 
The police would not be able 


‘to provide the details of offend- 


ers’ previous convictions as 
required by the act. “It would 
be an enormous job, impossi- 
ble,” he said. 

Joan MacNaughton, A the 
Home Office criminal ee cy de- 
partment, told the conference 
that the association had been 
involved in consultations on all 
aspects of the act. ‘The pdlice 
would not be required to pro- 
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vide the additional information 
to the courts that they had 
feared. 

For the first time a compre- 
hensive sentencing policy had 
been enacted into law, she said. 
“We hope it will work smoothly 


and well but we are keeping an. 


eye on it.” There would ‘be a 
helpline to deal with any prob- 
lems in interpretation. 
‘@Mr Johnson attacked the 
BBC film Black and Blue, by 
G. F. Newman, ‘broadcast last 
Sunday,,. which “portrayed vio- 
lent, corrupt and racist police. 
“I was appalled by what I saw 
and switched off,” he said. “The 
reaction throughout the service 
is one of disgust.” 

He. also took a swipe at the 
speech by Kenneth Clarke, the 


‘Home Secretary, at the Super- 


intendents Association confer- 
ence last week in Blackpool. 

The subject of incapability 
‘which, when translated, 
Imeans getting rid of lazy or in- 
competent police officers” had 
been introduced by the associa- 
tion, he said, yet no fewer than 
four home secretaries had 
raised it at major police con- 
ferences. 
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Neighbourhood 
Watch was just 
about nosey 
neighbours peering 
from behind net 
curtains, then 
think again. 

RUSS 
LAWRENCE 
met a group of 
residents who've got 
together with the 
police to become 
crime-busters in 
their own area of 
Hackney. 

What's more, they 
made it work. 


ity policeman Andy Poinion. 


. -& 
An 





, semaine for an ormal grt-to her. Pictured from 
Weitnicorkoad Watch phoce ick Tediion and commuR- 


Far more than Just 





tea and sympathy 


A GROUP of Hackney 
residents have halted the 
exodus away from their 
neighbourhood by mnd- 
ding the streets of crime 
and making the area a 
safer and more pleasant 


ciation covering six atreela near 
Victoria Park achieved the re- 
markable feat when ne crimes 
were reported during August. 

And now their methods of 
tackling crime and i ing 
the fabric and quality of life tn 
their neig are bein 
held up by Hackney police an 
ark a mode] for tenants 

residents’ groups. 

The VADCH Residents’ As- 
accislion represems 1,400 resi- 
dents in some 500 properties in 
Victoria Park Road, Annis 
Road, Daneidale Road, Chrizt- 
je Road, Cassland Road and 
Harrowgate Road. 


Tt wag 3¢% up a year age io re- 


@ Vice-chair Doreen Barreit carries out her twice monthly check on on 


duce crime, petty vandalism 
and noise nuisance, 1o improve 
the condition and appearance 
of the neighbou and to 
meen Gey ane vel cared for. 

1 the same time il fet up a 
police Neighbourhood Watch 
scheme, which has hed great 
success in reducing crime. 

One of the biggest single rea- 
sons for that success js the asto- 
ciation’s unique system 
having as many a2 24 co-ordins- 
tore who are each responsible 
for 12 households in a treet 


Check on problems 
The co-ordinators visit inet 
oZen properties iwice a mon 
to check on Haonraies and find 

ont wheiher ve any 
blems. Aber be rclaied 10 
crime, to de with repairs or sim: 
ply a grievance about noisy 
neighbours who toot ther car 
horns, or fellow residents who 
allow their dogs to foul the pa- 
vernent. 


If a problem can be sorted 
ot on the spot, it is = but the 
complaint is still back 
to associalion's monthly 
meeting where they are discus: 
sed. Steps are taken lo resolve 







for ar a co-o vinalar, 


show crime is down by over 70 


them by contacting the 
jale ere deparument 
of agency responsible. 

What action taken is repor- 
ted back to the houscholder on 
the co-ordinator'’s next visit 
and the atsociation’s commil- 
tee checks to ensure the matier 
is dealt with. 

“As we became better orge- 
nised we have rec vie the 

rion rerponsible jis for get- 
a things done in the vases 
council departments,” says a850- 
oon chairperson Carol Har- 


“We have even invited some 
along to address our monthly 
mectingt, like the boss of the 
¢punci)'s cleansing and refuse 

rument, iran Malik.” 

e atsociation has also 
worked closely with the ce 
in establishing » Neighbour- 
hood Warch Scheme. 

When it was set ” last 
tember, the cnme figures for 
that month showed hen had 
been three muggings, five bur- 
giaties and 27 vehicle crimes in 
the six roads over thal penod 
Two months ago pot one crime 
wat reported and statistics 


oe) oh a 


H 


e of the 12 households she is responsible 


CAO? 72 


per amt, The success is duc in 
past io Neighbourhood Watth 
officer Nick Johnson and 


Two Neighbourhood Watch 

signa have been installed in 

street and a special proper- 

ty marking kit has been creula- 

ted. Free domestic security. 

surveys heave been undertaken 
by crime prevention officer. 


Regular sweeping 

The paurociallon aoek also 
pone a improving the ap- 
pearance of the area. 

Ih gets the streets swept regu- 
larly and ensures hedges and 
lawns are cut for old folk who 
cannot manage to do the garden- 
ing for themselves. 

of the six strects alto 

hes two Jarge plastic liter bins 

sry on the N iaaeg ni sip 

or by the Hackney Crime Pre- 

vention Panel, of which the as- 
bociation is a member. 

hh is also negotiating with 
Hackney Counc for hanging 
flower baskets to be fixed to 
lamp-posts to brighten up the 


% 


C 
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area even more. The active 
pelea ep of the residents 


crealed a t 
and a return lo whe old-foth: 
‘tioned good neighbourlinesa of 


 Vice-chalrperson Doreen 
Barrett explains: “It's the mp 
of sugar syndrome where every- 
one know’ their neighbour and 
can knock next door and bor- 
tow something if they nun ont. 

oy, of the residents are }- 
deri WE BT Sctng up an 
At Hisk register with social ser- 
vices” involvement, $0 co-ordi- 
maiora know who are 
vulnerable and in need of spe- 
cial altention. 

“We also assist in getting 
their homes draught-proofed 
free of charge.” 

The association is also peti- 
tioning the council's highways 
depertment to get road humps 
installed a Bese oae Road lo 

ect rom speeding 
Paific that utes it as a rat-nm 
between Catsland Roed and 
Victoria Park Road. 3 

Neighbourhood Watch offi- 
cet Nick Johnson praises the a1- 
sociation and says other Lerants 
and residents’ associations 
would do well io 

the echeme., 

ey should treat 
jt as a mode] because 
il clearly Paltel what 
you can you use 
the agencies available 
properly and seck co- 
operation from coun- 
cy) departments, the 
police and other agen- 
cies,” he 

And Home Beat 
bobby Andy Pointon 
echee: those senti- 


rents. 

“k's apni to 
sen people do some- 
thing for themselves,” 


he says. 
“It shows what can 
be achieved when 


people work together 

and te fal im- 
rove everybody's 

caky of Life." 





Inefficient police 
face dismissal 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


officers could have the 

docked, be demoted or face 
dismissal under proposals to be 
presented to the Home Office. 

A Home Office working par- 
ty's plans for dealing with offi- 
cers as part of an“incapability” 
procedure will be given to the 
Police Advisory Board in 
December. 


Patter: cous or lazy police 
pay 


Yesterday, Peter Ryan, Chief | dialo 


Constable of Norfolk and secre- 
tary of the Association of Chief 
Police Officers’ personnel and 
training committee, told AC 
PO's autumn conference in 
Preston that he believed such 
officers accounted for no more 
than a half or 1 per cent of the 
police. He did not envisage 
“wholesale dismissals”. 

Mr Ryan, a member of the 
working party, along with other 
police organisations, said that a 
five-stage procedure would only 
be implemented after 
sure informally that officers 
knew what was expected 0 
them. 

The five-part process would 
begin with an interview with a 
senior officer when problems 
would be outlined. A second in- 
terview would deliver “hard 
words of advice” and sanctions 
of a demotion, a pay cut or dis- 
missal would be explained. 

The next stage would be an 
incapability hearing chaired by 
a senior officer at which the of- 
ficer would be assisted by a 
friend and a decision would be 
taken. An appeal to the chief 
constable of a force could be 
lodged within two days, and the 





officer could finally go to an in- 
dustrial tribunal. 


Mr Ryan said that ACPO had 


been considering how to deal 
with such officers since 1987. 
The main intention was to give 
help, guidance and support. 


Dismissals would be a last 


resort. 
Mr Ryan said that it was felt 


that the existence of the proce- 


dure would improve perfor- 


mance all round. “We are try- 
ing to take it out of the area of 
discipline and make it a 

The Police Federation, which 
represents rank-and-file offi- 
cers, opposes the new 


proposals. 
® One in four front-line police 
officers will be women by the 
end of the century, the ACPO 
conference heard yesterday. 
Women and ethnic minority of- 
ficers are entering the service 
at higher levels than ever. 
Commander John Grieve, 
head of training of the Metro- 
politan Police, told the confer- 
ence that ways to improve the 
role of women in the police 


f | were being examined, including 


overcoming the problem of the 
maternity leave “pit stop.” 

@ John Burrow, the Chief 
Constable of Essex, takes over 
as president of ACPO today. A 
genial man who lists his hob- 
bies as walking, classical music 
and “lunching”’, Mr Burrow, 
aged 57, from Ulverston, Cum- 
bria, is seen as more open than 
some of his predecessors. 

Yesterday he said that the 
police could win back public 
confidence and that lessons had 
been learned on the issues of 
sexual and racial 
discrimination. 
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Fair cops at Stoke Newington 


DUNCAN CAMPBELL’S arti- 
cle, “A force to be reckoned with” 
(27 September), was selective in 
its use of facts. In addition, he has 
used his privileged position as a 
journalist to make public his side 
of a personal dispute. 

To present the opposing view 
of the incident he describes would 
require as many column inches as 
those permitted him. Suffice to 
say other people involved — citi- 
zens and police —~ insist his ver- 
sion of events is wrong. 

Having invested so much in se- 
curing legal representation, | am 
surprised Mr Campbell agreed to 
be bound over, if the circum- 


ivQehaneant ON 


stances were as described by him. 
His reason — that he was “not 
confident the magistrates would 
spot the witnesses had, in effect, 
been rigged” is not the stuff of 
which campaigning journalists are 
made. It certainly does not accord 
with my view of the man who 
“braved the Official Secrets Act”. 
All people brought to this po- 
lice station are treated fairly and 
equally. Nobody, not even a 
Campbell, has any reason to con- 
sider otherwise. 
Roy Clark 
Chief Superintendent 
Stoke Newington Police Station 
London N16 
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SPECIAL FEATURE 





‘MURKY TALE OF 





CRACK’ POLICEMEN 


Atop level Scotland Yard investiga- 
tion into allegations of corruption at 
a London police station threatens to 
open an embarrassing can of 
worms. Glen Munroereports 


were fitted up on drugs charges 
to unleash a wave of simi- 
lar allegations against officers at a north 
London police station. 

In an unpre ce move, Ida Oderinde and 
Dennis Tulloch, both from Hackney, north Lon- 
don, were granted bail and ion to epply 
for leave to appeal against their convictions by 
the High Court. 


he dramatic release from prison last 
month of two people who claim th 


Five days before her Spee ee. Dennis 
loch, 43, was granted bail in similar circum- 
all sentence for supplying crack. Both cases 
fines on the alleged corruption of police offi- 
cers from Stoke Newington police station. 

Solicitor Gareth Plerce, whe Is representin 
Ms Oderinde, said: “It is very unusual for indi- 
viduals to be given bail to appeal against a cus- 
todial sentence. Ninety nine per cent of a 
cases ins circumstances are successful.” 

To police watchdog groups, the releaso of the 
two testifies to well- claims that certain 
officer in Stoke Newington policestation have 

tematically planted drugs on [nnocent peo- 
¢, many of them Black. 

Both Oderinde and Mr Tulloch have 
always pleaded their innocence. Mr Tulloch 
claims that crack was planted on him while he 
was outside a beting shop, and Ms Oderinde 
has repeatedly said that her only offence was 
threatening ta expose two police officers from 
Stoke Newington station. claims to have 
witnessed the officers supplying her friend, 
Pear] Cameron, with a bag full of crack in 

ber 1990. 

A week Jater her house was raided and a Jarge 
renal rad propia ka a i tl e. 

e readily admitted to using heroin but denied 
selling it and said that it had bees planted in her 


house. 
She sald: “I'm really to be free. But it’s 
appalling to have been in for over a year 


Prison hes boon ell have ruford bts pe 
cally and psychologically. Now I'm irvine to 
se ew esr a a 
First 


A spokesman from Hackney Community 
Defence Association (HCDA), which has sup- 
ported the two in their campaigns for justice, 
taid: “We hope that they will be the first of 
many people who are or have been wrongly 
imprisoned fo have their convictions over- 
turned.” 

The Pollce Complaints Authority Is currently 
pavestipating aie eatiet exe Sire New- 

gton police officers expect the num- 
bera of complaints to increase. 

“We have had a lot of new complaints over 
the last few months and expect an increase as 
more aware of the complaints 
” gaid a spokesman. 


solieltor acting for Mr Tulloch. Commenting on 
his cHent's release, he sald: “This is tantamount 
to an admission by the Crown Prosecution Ser- 
vice that my client's conviction was unsafe and 
unsatlafactory. This case will be used by others 


to su their a , 
egations of police on have been 
rife since the police raid on Hackney’s notori- 
gham Road, in January 


ous frontline, Sandrin 
1991 in which Pearl Cameron wes arrested for 


This view is also shared by Rod Novy, a [7 


supplying crack. She backed the claims previ- 
ously made by Ms Oderinde that she bought 
crack from the police and used it to help supply 
wp to 100 people a day. 

Ms Cameron, 39, atid her son Marlon, 20, 
were subsequently Jailed for five years and two 
years respectively for conspiracy to supply 


During the court case in July she testified that 
the main iratot in her crack dealing was 
police officer at Stoke Newington police sta- 
tion, whom she frequently paid £1,000 a week 
for crack and on one occasion up to £2,000. 

Her accusations contributed to @ police 


inquiry, elas Jackpot, which was launched 
in April [991 


investigation into these allegations of 
drug dealing has been described by senior offi- 
cers at Scotland Yard as the mnost serfous for 20 
years. 


Suspended 


Since Operation Jackpot was launched, three 
officers have been suspended from duty and 
eight transferred io other stations. However, 
accusations apanss officers at the beleaguered 
poles station have continued unabated. 

Deak Se mapa a palpate palin 
WAS Acquilt une ‘or possessing hero- 
in after clalming he had been fitted up by lice, 
The don viewed the police c aS 
unreliable 

A HCDA spokesman sald: “We view such 
widespread accusations as symbolic of “system- 
atic police apes jesdbiel: wa 

¢ p is demanding a judic uiry 
into licing in Hackney. 

It is also planning to disclose the findings of 
its own investigations into these claims, which 
it says shows the same group of police officers’ 
names tedly cro Bp. 

“We demand that ings of on 
Jackpot are made puplie as soon as possible and 
that all those who have given evidence to Oper- 
ation Jackpot should have their cases referred to 
the Court Of Appeal immediately.“ 

Detective Superintendent Inn Russel), who is 
leading 


oe within a month to the Crown 

ervice who will decide whether to take action 
ornot.” 
af 
* 
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The latest ‘victim’ of 
alleged drug planting 
by detectives from 
the notorious Stoke 
Newington police 
drugs squad could be 
freed next week by 
the Lord Chief Justice. 

Lord Chief Justice Taylor, the top 
criminal judge in England and Wales, 
will hear the application both for bail 
and leave to appeal by counsel acting for 
Everald Brown on Tuesday, October 13. 

Time Ouf understands that in an un- 
usual development, the Lord Chief Jus- 
tice asked to hear the applications 
because of the potentially disastrous 
consequences for the criminal justice 
system of the growing corruption scan- 
dal involving police from the north Lon- 
don station. Dozens of people could be 
freed on appeal or have their convictions 
for drug dealing quashed retrospectively 


a 


Police ‘victim’ may go Tree 


— potentially the biggest British mis- 
carriage of justice ever. 

A bail hearing to decide if Brown 
should be freed was held at the High 
Court on Monday October 5, before Mr 
Justice Hobhoue, but adjourned until 
next Tuesday to enable the Lord Chief 
Justice to take the case. 

Brown's claim at his trial in June 1991 
at Snaresbrook Crown Court that he was 
‘planted’ was rejected by the jury, and he 


-was sentenced to six years for posses- 


sion of crack cocaine with intent to sup- 


y. 

The main evidence against him came 
from the two officers who arrested him 
in October 1990, DC Barry Lyons and PC 
Ronald Palumbo, who have both been 
suspended from duty. 

Serious doubts surrounding the credi- 
bility of the two officers has recently led 
to the freeing on bail of two other alleged 
‘victims’ of drug planting by Stoke New- 





ington officers, Dennis Tulloch and Ida 
Oderinde. 

Lyons and Palumbo arrested Brown 
and testified that they found seven 
wraps of crack cocaine in a matchbox on 
him. Brown has always insisted he was 
framed. 

Brown has twice before been refused 
leave to appeal, most recently on June 8 
this year — just nine days before the 
suspension of Palumbo and another offi: 
cer, PC Bruce Galbraith, for alleged 
perjury. * : 

David Janes, a solicitor acting for 
Brown, told Time Out ‘It’s understood 
that the Lord Chief Justice will consider 
the application for bail and at the same 
time decide whether there are sufficient 
grounds to reinstate Brown's leave to ap- 
peal against his conviction on the 
grounds of fresh evidence concerning 
these particular officers.’ 

Denis Campbell 


| 40 


Lukewarm welcome for bad apples 


CAMPAIGNERS against 
criminal injustice have given a 
lukewarm welcome to the 
announcement by Home 
Secretary Kenneth Clarke of 
new powers to allow chief 
constables to deal with “poor 
performers” in the force. 
Announcing the powers, Mr 
Clarke said: “There is still a 
quite understandable reluc- 
tance to deal with one’s col- 
league's shortcomings using 
ures which at the end of 
the day mean that they lose 
their jobs. But this nettle has to 


be prasped.” 

Campaigners said Mr Clarke 
was playing on the “bad 
apples” argument that corrup- 
tion in the police could be 
traced to individuals but owed 
nothing to saci aa prob- 
lems in police wor 

Tony Price, chair of the 
Hackney Community Defence 
Association, said the new pow- 
ers would at best make it easier 
for a police officer to complain 
about a colleague, but it barely 
nodded towards greater 
accountability to the public 


lyzenel 


* an internal 


outside the force. 

He said: “The bottom line is 
that police crime has to be seen 
as such - not as a ‘shortcom- 
ing’. If some police officers 
are drug dealers they must be 
treated as drug dealers.” 

A Home Office spokesman 
denied that Mr Clarke's 
announcement bore any direct 
relation to Operation Jackpot, 
i police inquiry into 
allegations of drug dealing and 
corruption at Stoke Newington 
police station, London. 

The inquiry, whose findings 


TOURNEAC 


g-10°42 


are likely to remain confiden- 
tial, has recently returned to 
media attention as drug cases 
have collapsed because judges 
ruled out evidence from offi- 
cers under investigation. 


@ Ida Oderinge, an inmate at 
Holloway prison, London, has 
given an interview protesting 
her innocence and asking why 
she is still behind bars. Ms 
Oderinge was one of the first 
to allege drug planting and 
dealing at Stoke Newington 
police station, 
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THE crack-dealing protection scandal at 
north London’s Stoke Newington “supernick” 
rumbles on, acquiring West Midlands serious 
crime squad-style proportions as Knacker’s 
victims are gradually released on buil pending 
appeal. 

Knacker admits that eight plods have been 
transferred to other stations and three suspended as 
a result of the investigation into his own dodgy 
dealings. But Hackney Community Defence 
Association, a local watchdog, points out that al 
least 14 former members of Stoke Newington 
drugs squad no longer serve at the station, and it 
has speculated that the whole squad may have 
been quietly disbanded some time before Scotland 
Yard began its inquiry. 

The Eye recently carried news of the release of 
Dennis Tulloch, one of those fitted up, and within 
a week Nigerian mother-of-two Ida Oderinde, was 
atso freed. She now awaits her appeal at home. 
Serving o long sentence for supposedly dealing 
crack cocaine, she was the source of the detailed 
allegations that originally sparked Knacker's 
inquiry, ludicrously called Operation Jackpot. 

Jackflop sources, who believe Ida to be 
innocent, say she was planted with drugs because 
she knew too much about bent local coppers. They 
atso say that the leader of the Crackpet inquiry, 
Supt fan “Jack” Russell, will present his report to 
the DPP within weeks. Russell and his six-strong 
team have taken hundreds of statements and 
catalogued allegations of corruption against more 
than a dozen plods from the station. 

Deciding what to do with the report is going to 
be an enormous headache for the CPS, which has 


already had to abandon a number of trials because 


the integrity of police jrocecution witnesses was in 


doubt. Meanwhile K uscker is bracing himself for 
another unwelcome splurge of media attention 
later this month when the trial of the mysterious 


Officer X — the cepper at the heart of the scandal 
—- begins. 
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person may have a knife or be seriously mentally 
disturbed. Those who returned Conservative Members of 
Parliament and elected a Conservative Government did so 
primarily because Conservatives believe in security and the 
rule of law. The rights of my constituents to wandcr 
central London during the pre-Christmas shopping scason 
are being gravely diminished by the present state of affairs. 
I should be grateful for a specific reply from my hon. 
Friend the Minister on this issue. 1 warn him that there is 
a silent accumulation of disgust at the inhumane situation 
that has been tolerated and a growing outrage that the ruic 
of law has been suspended and dispensed with in a way 
that seems, on the face of it, unconstitutional. 


1.42 pm 


Ms. Diane Abbott (Hackney, North and Stoke 
Newington): I wish to describe two serious problems 
affecting my constituency—street prostitution and the 
scourge of drugs. 

It is impossible for the majority of hon. Members whose 
constituencies may not contain the problem of street 
prostitution to appreciate the concern and outrage felt by 
those living in residential districts suffering from it. The 
resulting difficulties include the harassment of women 
walking along, who are taken to be prostitutes. There are 
a number of small schools in Stamford hill, an area where 
the problem of street prostitution exists, and prostitutes 
ply their trade night and day. Women bring their children 
to school and find that there are prostitutes outside. 

At night, there is noise nuisance when sometimes as 
many as half a dozen prostitutes congregate at street 
corners, squabbling and disturbing residents. In the 
Stamford hill district there are a number of blocks of flats, 
some of which are sheltered accommodation for the 
elderly. Elderly people sometimes wake up in the morning 
and emerge from their doorways to find the corridors 
littered with used condoms and broken syringes—signs of 
the prostitutes’ activities. We experience all the problems 
of crime related to the prostitutes, such as drugs and 
violence. : 


At any given time only a handful of hon. Members 
suffer from that problem in their constituencies and, as a 
consequence, the House does not take the matter seriously 
enough. The residents in Stamford hill and those in the 
northern part of my constituency, around the Seven Sisters 
road and Amhurst park, have had enough of the problem. 
It causes them misery, is an environmental nuisance, and 
it gives rise to crime and related activities. My constituents 
want more resources devoted to the police, and by the 
police, to taking prostitution off the streets, and they urge 
a serious review of the law. More could be done to 
strengthen the law not necessarily on prostitution but kerb 
crawling. It takes two to create a nuisance, and the men 
who kerb crawl all night are just as much to blame as the 
prostitutes. People throughout the country share that 
concern. It is hardly fair that prostitutes can be charged 
and imprisoned while their male customers, who are just as 
culpable, get off scot free. 1 am sure that Members in all 
parts of the House take that matter seriously. 

Surprise has been expressed at the scale of the drugs 
problem in inner London, but those of us born and 
brought up there have scen that transformation, with the 
introduction of hard drugs on to inner city streets— 
particularly crack cocaine. Drug abuse is itself an illegal 
activity, but it also creates violence. Many of the shootings 
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and killings which occur in London are directly connected 
with the drugs trade, and crimes are committed by addicts 
trying to get money to pay for their daily fix. That is the 
motive behind many of the mindless and vicious. assaults 
that we read about in the London newspapers. 


Drug abuse is not, unfortunately, a crime that is 
committed behind closed doors. Housing estates are 
ruined when flats are taken over and used as retail outlets 
for drugs. Even in Clissold park, in which I walk my baby 
most days when I am not in the House, the sandpit cannot 
be used because it is full of crushed syringes. The drug 
menace is a sword at the heart of the inner city. Those of 
us familiar with the changing nature of that threat want 
the Metropolitan police to devise a serious strategy against 
drugs. In some parts of London, the belief is that their 
strategy is one of containment—but [or the citizens of 
Hackney, that is not enough. We want the drug menace 
taken off our streets altogether. 


The specific issue that I want to raise concerns serious 
allegations made against officers at Stoke Newington 
police station, which has developed an unfortunate 
reputation over the years. Earlier this year, thousands of 
pounds had to be paid to people who had been falsely 
arrested, harassed, or been subjected to violence by Stoke 
Newington police. I refer to a particular allegation—now 
the subject of an internal inquiry—that over the years, 
police at Stoke Newington netted tens of thousands of 
pounds by running their own drug dealers, planted drugs 
on people who were not drug dealers, solicited bribes, 
offered drugs to people if they would testify, and assaulted 
and racially abused suspects, almost all of them black. 


Conservative Members, and perhaps even some of my 
own colleagues, may comment, “People would say that, 
wouldn’t they?” However, the current major investigation 
into alleged corruption at Stoke Newington was triggered 
not by the fantasies of drug dealers of the complaints of 
local people, but in another way. Time and again when 
Customs and Excise officials planned VAT raids in Stoke 
Newington jointly with the local police, they arrived only 
to find that the suspects had gone. Customs and Excise 
began to believe that Stoke Newington police were on the 
take, as when they planned raids without involving the 
police, the supects would be there when they arrived. As a 
result of the notion that so long as they did not involve the 
police they would hit the jackpot, the investigation into 
corruption at Stoke Newington was dubbed “operation 
jackpot”. These may sound like the kind of allegations that 
suspected drug dealers would be bound to make, but the 
investigation arose not because of complaints from my 
constituents but because Customs and Excise belteved that 
the police must be “on the take”. 


In April 1991, the Russell inquiry into operation 
jackpot began. Since then, PC Roy Lewendowski, a 
policeman at Stoke Newington, has been arrested and 
charged with theft and VAT fraud. Another Stoke 
Newington policeman, PC Palumbo, was heavily censured 
by Judge Pitman in the case of Crown v. Noel. Eight police 
officers have been transferred from Stoke Newington 
police station. Another Stoke Newington policeman, 
Sergeant Gerry Carroll, shot himself in a cell at 
Barkingside police station. PCs Palumbo and Galbraithe 
have been suspended from operational duties. In a case 
involving Stoke Newington police—the case of Dennis 
Bramble—the prosecution offered no evidence because of 
“the unreliability of police evidence”. 
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in July this year, Pearl Cameron, a Hackney resident, 
vas sentenced to five years imprisonment in relation to 
jrug dealing, but the judge commented: 

“TI sentence you on the basis that your dealing stemmed 
rom the advances of a corrupt police officer.” 
The police officer involved is at Stoke Newington police 
itation. Since the inquiry began, 27 officers at Stoke 
Newington police station have been served with regulation 
7 notices in respect of allegations that they have been 
avolved in drug trafficking. 


The inquiry is not based simply on rumour, or on 
illegations made by suspect sources. This is one of the 
most serious allegations of corruption involving the 
Metropolitan police for many years. Senior officers within 
the Metropolitan police have said that the level of 
corruption suggested by the inquiry rivals that discovered 
in the West Midlands police force. 


I remind the Home Secretary that the Russell inquiry 
has been in progress for nearly two years. It is a matter of 
urgency for the inquiry to report, so that the shadow 
hanging over Stoke Newington police station can be 
dispelled. Until it reports, no one will know the truth of the 
allegations, and the trust and co-operation that Stoke 
Newington ought to receive from the community will 
remain in jeopardy. We were promised that the inqutry 
would report in the autumn. Where is the report? These are 
grave allegations, and it is not fair either to the Stoke 
Newington community or to honest policemen to dejay the 
process in this way. 


According to the allegations, there appears to have 
been a ring of corrupt policemen at Stoke Newington 
police station. A number of people have been convicted 
and have served sentences on the basis of evidence from 
officers at Stoke Newington who are now being 
investigated by the police. What steps are being taken to 
establish how many cases may be involved? What steps are 
being taken to inform the solicitors of the people 
concerned? A number of cases are currently going through 
the courts on the basis of evidence from Stoke Newington 
officers who are now under investigation. What steps are 
being taken to ascertain how many such cases there are? 


As I have said, these are grave allegations, and I do not 
repeat them in the House lightly. I put it to the Minister, 
however, that if we are to succeed in a crusade against 
drugs on the streets of London, the police must have the 
co-operation of the community. Such allegations, 
constantly repeated, cannot help that co-operation. The 
Russell report is long overdue. We in Stoke Newington 
—and everyone who trusts in the Metropolitan police— 
must urge the Minister to encourage the Metropolitan 
police to produce that report speedily. 


It has been a common ploy of Conservative politicians 
over the years to accuse Labour Members of Parliament 
and Labour councillors of being soft on crime. It is an easy 
charge to make and it is often made, but there is no way 
in which any genuine representative of the people of inner 
London could be soft on crime. If there is any group of 
people who suffer from crime, be it street violence, crimes 
against property or the terrible menace of drugs, it is our 
constituents. During the five years that 1 have been a 
Member of Parliament one of the issues that has caused 
most concern to my constituents has been the effects of 
crime, and their perception in some cases either that police 
strategy is not appropriate or that it is difficult to 
understand. 
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No one suffers more from crime than the people th 
Opposition Members seck to represent. If we rai 
allegations of malpractice and complaints about ti 
incidence of corruption, it is only in the long run 
increase the chance of improving confidence in the poli 
and co-operation with the police. That will be the basis fi 
a successful war against crime in the Metropolitan polt 
area. 
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Watchdog group to get clued up on sector system 





THE borough’s police watch- 
dog group will ect clued up 
later this month on radical 
new plans for the way Hack- 
ney will be policed in the fu- 


ture. 

The Police Community Consulta- 
tive Group is devoting October's 
mecting to & special presentation on 
sector policmg. 


Biggest change 


Its introduction next year will 
mark the biggest change in the style 
of policing for over 100 years. 

Areas of Hackney will, in cffect, 
become mini-constabulasics, with 
their own police force. 

The two divisions which current- 
ly cover the borough will be divided 
up into smaller sectors, cach with its 
own inspector and a team of officers 





by RUSS 
LAWRENCE 


who will be responsible for round- 
the-clock policing of their patch. 

The Me iten Police wants to 
replace the outdated shift system it 

es, which it says is wasteful 
manpower. 

Currently, teams of police work 
eight-hour shifts covering the whole 
division, with one “relief ing 
over to- another at the end of their 
tint. 

li means up to a quarter of offi- 
cers can be on duty at times like the 
eatly moming, when fewer officers 
are needed. The rigid shift patiem 
also means police can‘t react to de- 
mands when large numbers are de- 
speralely needed at short notice. 





Policing faces 
huge changes 





Police in both of Hackncy’s po- 
lice divisions are still bury drawing 
up their sector boundaries with the 
aurt of ensuring that they have suffi- 
cient officer: to cover « sector 24 

aday 

They also will have to provide 
emergency cover for other sectors, 
while taking into account officers’ 
leave, sickness, court appearances 
and training. 

Views and opinions 

“The special presentation is part 
of the consultative process and will 
inform our members and provide 
the police with our views and opi- 
nions,” said consultative group” 
chair, Betty Blomfield. 

The mecting will take place at 
Hackney Town Elail on Thursday, 
October 22, at 7.30pm and is open 
10 the public. 
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@ Chief Supt Bernard Taffs, council leader John McCafferty, Chief Supt R 
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and Richard Cohen of Hackney Taskforce at the launch of the study. 


HACKNEY businessmen are to be 
ques by police as part of s Hackney 

ouncil-backed crime prevention 
scheme. 

The borough's two top cops, Chief 
Supt Bernard Taffs from Hackney po- 
Hee station and Chief Supt Roy Clark 
from Stoke Newington police station 
joined Hackney Council leader, Clir 
John McCafferty, In the Narrowa 
shopping precinct this week to launc 
the Business Crime Preveniion Study. 

The special project alms to reduce 
break-ins and criminal damage to 
shop and factory premises by getting 
the business community to improve se- 


crime prevention. 

Over 4,000 businesses In the bor- 
ough are to receive the police question- 
nalres over the next three months. 

Funding for the project is being 
made available by Hackney Task 
Force, a government agency set up to 
improve and regenerate deprived in- 
ner-city areas, 

It will be co-ordinated by the coun- 
cil*s own police unit, which will use the 
feedback and information galned from 
local businesses io produce a special 
crime report and advice booklet on 
crime prevention which will then be 
distributed arowpd all Hackney busi- 


curity and make them more aware of = nesvex 


Policeman on tax evasion charge 


Criterion Mews, Upper Holloway, each conducted 


A SUSPENDED detective constable, formerly ans- 
ched to Sioke Newington police station, was amon 
15 men remanded by City of London Magisirates 
Coun following the seizure of 300 poker gaming ma- 
chines in London and the Home Counties. 

Custems and Excise officers assisted police in 


Operation Janus and arrested the 14 who are all 
charged with evading VAT between November 19, 
1988, and November 17, 1991. Among those before 
the court was ie policeman Roy Lewandows- 


ki, 31, of Masefieid Road, Romford. 


All the defendants face the identical charge, that at 


the VAT Act, 1983, 


himself in such a way that his conduct must have in- 
volved the commission of one or more offences under 


All were remanded on bail unud Monday, October 
19, for a five-week, old-style committal hearing. 





Bribery and drug dealing allegations are investigated 


Police corruption 
probe concluded 


THE long-awaited report 
of the Scotland Yard in- 
vestigation into allegations 
of bribery and drug deal- 
ing by cight Stoke Newing- 


ton policemen, will be jus 


presented to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions 
within the next seven days. 
Operation Jackpot, the 58- 
month long inquiry into what se- 
nior Scotland Yard officers say 
are the most serious allegations to 
have faced the Met in the last 20 
ears, has cesulied in the officers 
seing teansferred to other sta- 


tions. 
Two of the officers, Det Con 
Ronald Palumbo and Pe Broce 


by MARK GOULD 


Galbraith, were later su ed 
from duty over claims that they at- 
lempted to pervert the courte of 


cz. 
Evidence given by them which 
led to the conviction of Ide Oder- 
inde and Denis Telloch, both 
from Stoke Newington, on drug- 
dealing charges, has been brought 
into doubt since the defendants 
were freed on bail pending an ap- 


Using the protection of parlia- 
menta ivilege, Hackney MP 
Brian Sedgemore accused senior 

licemen of acting like Mafia 

athers, while a core of cor- 
rupt officers pocketed thousands 


from organised crime. 

He also pointed an accusing 
finger at Sgt Gerrard Carroll, 
former slg Rarhorpy at Stoke 
Newington, who died after shoot- 
ing himself in the head. 

Stoke Newington'’s top cop, 
Chief Supt Roy Ciark, has always 
defended his officers and sayz 
most of the evidence against 
them has been provided by can- 
victed criminals. He accused Mr 
Sedgemore of trying to stnear the 
name of a man who could not de- 
fend himself, 

And he says the investigation 
and subsequent shadow the publi- 
city has ceused in the national 


HC 


press and on TV has hampered 
working officers in their fight 
against dng dealers. 

In last week's Gazette he re- 
vealed that drug dealers* were 
coming to Stoke Newington from 
other arcas and had become 
cocky, believing officers will 
think twice about arresting them. 
ee hina preeriet who made 

orig ations against 
lice, had returned to ed aeabAg 
and had been arrested in front of 
witnesses while in possession of 
twe ounces of drugs. 

The investigation is being led 
by Det Supt Ian Russell, who will 

0 be sending his to Bar- 
bara Mills, the Director of Public 
Prosecutions and to the Police 
Complaints Authonity. 
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police will be passed to the DPP this week. Nine months 
after Time Out exposed the scandal, Denis Campbell 
investigates how the war against drugs went wrong. 


- Five o'clock last 
Wednesday after. 
noon outside the 
Jerk Chicken fake: 


ham Road, tack- 
ney, and il was 
business as usual for a couple ot the 
area's dozens of drug dealers, Bulky 
black guys, in leather jackets and 
trainers, carrying mobile phones, 
they slowly paced argund on the 
pavement, patiently waiting for cus: 
tomers. Mums with shoppuy watk- 
ed by without batting an evelia. 
Kicks in school uniform took no ne- 
tice either, Ao police Mint Metro 
passed with two uniformed officers 
inside, but didn’t stop. 
Sandringham Road, 8, i one of 
London's most notarious and most 
visible dru dealing centres. On The 
Front Line’, trading in drugs oes 
on around the clock: some cunnabts, 
but nan erack’, the highly addic 
live cocaone derivative, With erick 


Th 


away on Sandring 


addicts smoking between £50 and 
£200 a day of the stuff, its tittle 
wonder the police blame 90 per cent 
of local street crime on addicts des: 
perate for cash tu buy another 
‘rock’, 

The police -— some stationed just 
1h yards away in a 24-hour Police 
Shop -- know the score, but can do 
little about such blatant defiance of 
the law. Wher the Shop opened m 
Apri, the fleckney Gazelle said it 
was ‘designed to provide a round: 
the-clock police presence to deter 
drug addicts and deaters (ram using 
Sandringham Road aml to stamp 
Gut ils reputation as a haven for 
drug abuse,’ 

Ht deterred dealers for a few 
weeks, but soon they were back. Lo- 
cal people say that iPanything, the 
existence of the Police Shop has 
spread the problem avert drug deal 
Ing is now justas rile in nearby 
Shacklewell Lame toe 

Sandringham Road, directly ap 
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posite Dalsten’s Ria cinema, has 
been major centre of drug deaiing 
for as long as anyone cin reMme@n- 
ber. ftused to be niginly cannabis; 
hese days there is seuch crack an 
the streets that EX has canned the 
dubiaus distinction af beri [rit 
ain's unofficial crack capital, where 
the “Yardies’, Janiuican drag eanes 
whe arereed ta tie aed i the: ire: 
lOSOs, pie (be gest, 

Responsiluliny for pedicunge this 
cuiticult, deprived. hiehscrime, cth- 
meal iver aren has abwiivs Pes 
ed with the palive ai Stoke Sewing: 
ton, Thew Iyer usecl tele a sini 
police station a few luidredh yards 
north af Saaleumchian Keyl sine 
Shacklewell Lane. up tally 
Kineskingd Piel Street aul tite 
Stoke Newington Reged, towels the 
part oof AH which his become 
vuppified i recent cears. Wisely, it 
Jesued Flewoel echt: cue cleaabales-g# vane, 
fist U cilee ral (eotstyle winch 
Theres cnet. Was 
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In 1987, overcrowding led to the 
demolition cf the ofd station, Three 
years later, the current Stoke New: 
ington ‘supernick” — the biggest pu- 
lice station in London, and 
reputedly the most modern and 
best-equnipped in Britain — opened 
on the same site. The new wick was 
meant to svinbolise a fresh start in 
the troubled history of police-com- 
munity relations. This time its @x- 
lensive use of ghies had another 
purpose: the police wanted the pub: 
lic to be able ti lewik in and see that 
they had nothing to hoe 

Since then, thaugh, Stoke ew: 
ington police, expecially the busy 
drugs squad, have been at the cen 
ine of a oimassive scandal, which 
Scotland Yard accepts ainounts ta 


the worst case of corruplion in the: 


Met for a clecade’ (see box rurht). 

Mine montis alter Prane Ce be: 
gin making inquiries, Where tern 
seers ltthe chad that a sugniteant 
tumber of officers, currently: or for: 
mery based at Stoke Newington, 
are as bent asa nine-bhel mete, Our 
anor iInvestigaitian Shaws that it 
lest a doven officers have braken 
ee Law on mUIMeEradts GCIs: 
eome lov selling cleats, bet rest Ly 
FU tiner cap Seep acces uch Clues Lv nage te 
cover tein (racks, 

Detective Supermitendent Lan 
Rimssell, the officer esting (qper 
ti eeckpet, Seed Vaures abet 
dtl ine, tole Fra Cie this week 
he is barsy atin the fing facies: 
Ww bis repr. In bath its jpysiredl 
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thoroughness and the seriousness of 
the allegations It covers, it is expect- 
ed to show that the Stoke Newing- 
ton police and drugs scandal is 
potentially as big a disaster for Brit: 
ish policing as the Birmingham Six, 
Guildford Four and West Midlands 
Serious Crimes Squad fiascos. 

Within days, the Jackpot findings 
will land on the desk of Barbara 
Mills, the Director of Public Prose- 
cuuions, and Sir Peter Imbert, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner, 
creating a massive headache for 
both, The action — or lack of it — 
which follows will provide a crucial 
indication of the willingness of the 
criminal justice system in general, 
and the police in particular, ta own 
up to major failures and then put 
them mht. 

Lleawy did it come to this? Por seme 
officers, the fitting-up of suspects 
stemmed from frustration at their 
inability to stem the tide of drug: 
dealing in the area. Others had less 
noble motives, these shared by the 
drug. dealers themselves 
proltt 

‘The authorities have already ad- 
mitled that one detective. identified 
only as Officer X, wits making 
Ct 000-£2.000--week byi supplying 
crack to Pearl Cameron |who, with 
up to 125 customers al day, was 
probably the busiest dealer on “Uhe 
Ling’ until she was busted in Janu. 
ary Tost year. Hone officer was ait it, 
local people rensen, dhere must hive 
bean others teu, 
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One dealer told Tone Out: ‘Te was 
fairly common knowledge that 
some of the Stoke Newington drugs 
squad were actually supplying 
drugs — about five or six officers at 
most.’ 

Crucially, this account tallies 
with that given by a well-placed po- 
lice source last week — that a core 
of five CID officers, including one 
who has since risen to the rank of 
Inspector, were pocketing thou- 
sands of pounds by operating as ‘a 
firm within a firm’ — supplying 
drugs, taking bribes to ‘fix things’, 
stealing dealers’ illegal earnings 
and operaling extortion rackets. 

The threat of legal actton, and a 
nending court case involving one of 
the five, prevents us naming this 
quintet. However, they are well- 
known to us, to many of the lawyers 
who are investigating the scandal 
and, of course, lo Det Supt Russell. 

[:xtensive inquiries by Time Ont 
have established that, in addition, at 
least seven other officers regularly 
planted drugs on suspects to gain 
convictions and occasionally also 
took advantage of the money-mak- 
ing ‘opportunities’ thrown up by 
Hackney’s booming drugs trade. 

In July, Home Secretary Kenneth 
Clarke told London MPs that 27 
Stoke Newington officers had been 
put on notice that serious allega- 
lions had been made against them. 

As far as all the corrupt offtcers 
were concerned — the five involved 
in drug dealing and this other seven 
— the beauty of their misdemea- 


=: THE STORY SO: FAR ©: 


The Stoke Newington police scan- 
dal involves allegations that sonie 
officers have: 

@ made thousands of pounds by 

supplying drugs to local dealers 

@ ‘fitted up’ dozens of suspects 

by planting drugs on them 

® solicited and accepted bribes in 

return for favourable treatment of 

certain dealers 

®@ stolen cash from drug dealers 
| @ lined their pockets by extorting | 

the area's numerous pubs, clubs | 
and shebeens through protectton- 
from-prosecution rackets 

As one local police officer cyni- 
cally puts it: ‘Tf T wanted to make 
money round here, { could think of 
ascam for every day of the week, 

Time Out has reported regular- 
Ix on the growing scandal since 
eight officers were transferred out 
af dw area in late January, ‘te 
maintain confidence in the station, 
beenuse of the alleyations. Re- | 
muarkably, Scotland Yard acted | 
even thouwh the sensational 
chums enme from convicted drug 
dealers and well-known villains. 
Since January, three ef the eight 
have been suspended. 

Faced with collapsing morale | 
amon his officers, Chief Supern: 
tendent Ray Clark, the officer in 
charge at Stoke Newiuton, has 
maimtined that the cieht trans: 
ferred detectives should be. pre- 
sumed tnnacent pending the 
autcame of Operation Jackpot, the 
—YVard's 18-nronth-long titernal im- 
quiry into the affair. None, he 
stresses, av ever be proved: te 
havegacted improperly. Clark has | 
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MEWS: SCANDAL IN STOKE NEWINGTON 





nours was that they were unlikely | 


ever to be uncovered. Complaints 
from drug dealers, fearful of getting 
busted, were pretty unlikely. And 
even if they did complain, who 
would believe those with long crimi- 
nal records? 

Take the case of ‘Clive’, a dealer. 
Arrested by two of the officers, he 
was relieved of £1,000 in cash. 
Don't worry, (hey said, we'll make 
sure you get bail. Clive, anxious te 
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fibove: Sandringham Road, the centre ot 
the tocal drugs trade. Afain pic and 
below: Drug deafers and grafittt on 
Shacklewell Lane. 


avoid a spell in prison, agreed. But 
when the officers reneged on their 
promise, Clive, furious at having 
been double-crossed, could scarcely 
filea complaint alleging theft. How, 
after all, could an ‘unemployed’ man 
explain having £1,000 in cash on 
hin? 

‘The main reason the scandal has 
come to light is the unusually high 
number of alleged drug dealers in 
Hackney, usually Jamaican-born, 
who have been acquitted after 
daiming they were planted. ‘Fit-up’ 
is a common defence by villains, but 
the astonishing number of cases 
where Stoke Newington police have 
apparently been disbelieved by ju- 
ries raised suspicians — among 
lawyers, in the media and at Scot: 
land Yard, 

One ex-dealer says it is little sur: 
prise that, since crack first arrived 
in the mid-1980s, the police in Hack: 
ney have often felt forcecl to break 
the rules in order to gain convic: 
tions; catching dealers by legitimate 
means, he explains, ts not easy, 

‘[c’s an impossible task for the po- 


lice, even though the dealing is so | 


public. Dealers keep about stx 
“stones” (small £20 pieces of crack 
cocaine wrapped tn foil) in’ their 
mouth: if thev're busted, they just 
swallow them and, bang, the police 
have gol no hard evidence to arrest 
them. The rest of thew gear is se- 
creled about Sandringham Road, 
sometimes within yards of the Po- 
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lee Shop, but everyone knews not 
tu touch it or they'll be in trouble.’ 





Th increasing number of girls | 


and young women acting as strecl 


dealers is also causing the police 


problems: any search of a ‘:male 
suspect has to be carried out by that 


tou-mire creature in the drugs squad, | 


a woman officer, Plus, getting wit- 
nesses lo testify against criminals 


| who happily shoot or knife oppo- 
/ nents 1s another obvious deterrent. 


| 
| 
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‘nearby Dalston station wile the | 
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attitude of senior officers towards 


/ ruption scandal ‘has destroyed the 


| Finally, discreet observation by po- 


lice to rather evidence is hampered 
by the fact that most of the drugs 


squad officers are well-known to the 


dealers. 
The dealers run rings round the 
pulice, says one local man. 


The ex-dealer says: ‘Drugs squad | 
| officers quickly discovered that | 


methods of arrest they had learned 
at training school were no use. | sus- 
pect thew inability to make arrests 
led their superiors to regard them as 
incompetent, so they had to start 


| fetting results. They eventually 
started to break the rules, and that’s | 
the cause of so much of the bother | 


today.’ 
Our well-placed police source be- 
lieves the ‘scams and rackets’ now 


being uncovered began in the three | 


years — 1987-90 — when Stoke 
Newington police were all moved to 


‘supernick’ was built. ‘You had 400 
officers in a smnall station, no super- 
vision and a lot of young, mexpert- 
enced officers being put straight 
away into a very difficult area. 


Some of these young boys are very | 


susceptible: they saw how other 
people made a bit of money and 


said, “E want some of that.” Most of- | 


ficers usually don’t go along with it, 
but a small number of greedy, inex: 
perienced officers did.’ 

The ‘don't-bother-me-with-that’ 


suspicions about the activities of 
certain officers didn't help cither, he 
SAYS. 

He is now concerned that the cor- 


confidence of all those officers at 
Stuke Newington who are working 
honestly, who think “what's the 
point?” 

“fhe CID have given up, they've 
thrown in the towel. They"re gutted 
because everyone's tarring them 
with the same brush, because a few 
have spotled things for the majority. 

‘Just because you've got a few 
bent police officers doesn’t mean 


they’re all bent. @ 
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Martin Linton 


OLICE have given up 
hope of controlling 
drug markets in many 


areas because of con- 
cern at being seen as heavy- 
handed and alienating the com- 
munity, a senior police officer 
claimed yesterday. 

Instead of trying to catch an 
often fictitious “Mr Big” they 
should concentrate more efforts 
on arresting drug dealers in the 
market place and driving away 
users, David Phillips, the dep- 
uty chief constable of Devon 
and Cornwall told the Interna- 
tional Police Conference at Lon- 
don’s Barbican Centre. 

The police saw themselves as 
“surviving in a tough environ- 
ment without any hope of 
changing the pattern of 
events,” he told the conference. 

The tactics of the drug deal- 
ers were to use ethnic propa- 
ganda, complaints against the 
police and provocation of police 
reaction to “create enough 
problems for police command- 
ers that they will be reticent 
about a constant enforcement 
policy,” Mr Phillips said. 

It was because a constant en- 
forcement policy could be so di- 
sastrous for the profits of the 
drugs market that there was so 
much antagonism towards the 
police, he said. 

“A policing style based on 
community cnthusiasm and 


urged 


to hit local 
drug markets 





bland patrolling, whatever else 
it will do, will do nothing to 
damage the criminal fabric of 
the market.” 

Mr Phillips said the drugs 
market was divided into terriio- 
ries, each dominated by a small 
group consisting of look-outs, 
street dealers, suppliers based 
in a betting shop or a pub and 
runners who carried money 
and drugs between the suppli- 
ers and the holding centre. 

Typically it would be in an 
inner-city area with a high level 
of unemployment, persistent 
street prostitution, illegal 
drinking clubs or shebeens and 
a concentration of vicious 
street robberies, mainly on 
punters and often unreported. 

The main misconception of 
the police was the presumed 
distinction between users and 
dealers. Users were also deal- 
ers, prostitutes were also ad- 
dicts, street robbers were also 
drug dealers and shebeens were 
also drug markets. 

Many officers believed that if 
only “Mr Big” could be brought 
to book, the haemorrhage of 
narcotics would be staunched, 
but the evidence was that the 
removal of key suppliers did 
not make any long-term differ- 
ence to the level of supplies. 

A far more effective approach 
would be to search out and de- 
stroy the market places where 
drugs are bought and sold, ar- 
resting the dealers and driving 
away the punters, he said. 
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Service with a smile 








rbd Supt Bemard Taffs and (right) John Hyde — specia 
HACKNEY Council and the police get thelr falr share of 
criticism from the public, but often the good service 
they provide aces unnoticed. 

So 1,200 Vidtorla Park residents decided to acknow- 


ledge the help thoy have received in the past year by 
giving police and council workers a pat on the back. 


The VADCH (Victorla Park-Annis- |/1) .™ Celt 
Danesdale-Christle-Cassiand-Har- jt a 
rowgate Roads) Residents’ Asso- 
clation presented speclal scrolis 
to Hackney's top cop, Chief Supt 
Bernard Tafis, and to council boss 
John Hyde, head of the borough’s 
directorate of technical services, 
at their annual meeting last week. 

They also made a special presen- 
tation to thelr home beat bobby, 
Pe Andy Pointon, who is leaving 
the area after 10 years. They gave 
him a luxury pen and a sig let- 
ter of thanks. 
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Corrupt cops 
‘still active’ 


DRUG DEALING 
and fitting-up sus 
pects by some police 
officers is still rife in 
scandai-hit Stoke 
Newington, despite 
maves by Scotlind 
Yard to stamp out corrupt practices, a 
report out this week claims, 

The pamphiet, Fighting The Latenien, 
is the result of a nine-month investiga: 
tion into the police and drugs scandal iy 
the Hackney Comnunity Defence Asso- 
ciation. HICDA, a local pelice watchdog 
Rroup, has played a key role in exposing 
the scandal since eight officers were 
nwved out of Stoke Newington at the 
end of January. : 

It has collected evidence showing: that 
a core af 12-15 police officers have been 
mvolved in organised crime in the area 
since 1989, including supplying drugs 
and pranllag them on suspects hen 

HCDA spokesman Graham Smith 
said: “We have evidence that despite Op 
eration Jackpot [Scotland Yard's interna! 
inquiry into the scandal]. a's stil going 
on today. This is nal a question of a few 
police criminals; it’s organised crime 
@ crime ring orpantsed ‘i police officers. 
Uhifferent generations of police officers 
have been involved." 

Graham Smith repeated HCDA's fear 
that Operation Jackpot will result ina 
cover-up. The report claims: ‘Irrespec- 
ive of how thorough and well-inten- 
tioned. Det Supt Russell's inquiry might 
be. the altitudes of Stoke Newington offi- 
cers, the police establishment, the Direc: 
tor af Public Prosecutions office, the 
Crown Prosecution Service and the judi. 
cary are likely to ensure that police offi- 
cers are not convicted of criminal] 
offences.’ 

The pamphiet includes pes writlen 
by three alleged victims of planting and 
the girlfriend af a fourth. 

Meanwhile, Everald Brown, the al- 
leged druyz dealer whose claim that he 
was fitted up was highlighted in Tre 
Ort two weeks ago, was freed on bail 
and granied leave ta appeal following a 
hearing before the Lord Chief Justice, 
Lord Justice Taylor, last week. 

* fighting The Latemen is available for 
£2 finct, P&P) from HCDA, 10A Brad: 
bury Street, NIG 7JN. 
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of a Kent farmer, took | beneficial effect on rape 
over as Commissioner of the | in 0S, 


inqu * 
Metropolitan Police in 1987, the |" He has been the most open of 


trackfrom | 
the Chunnel 3 









omy a 








AUL Condon, who 

takes over the hottest 

, povene job on main- 

and Britain at the age 

of 45, is part of the new breed of 

articulate, fast-track, graduate 

officers who cmerged in the 

Metropolitan Police in the 
970s. 


1 

He joined the force in 1967 
and won accelerated promotion 
through the ranks. After work- 
ing at the Bethnal Green station 
in east London he won a 
scholarship to St Peter's Col- 
jege, Oxford, where he gradu- 
ated in law. 

He returned to the Albany 
Strect station in central London 
as a uniformed officer and was 
promoted to Scotland Yard's 
community relations branch in 
1978. The following year he as- 
sisted in the inquiry into the 
Southall riots. 

As staff officer to Sir Kenneth 
Newman during the latter's ten- 
ure as commissioner, he has 
had an opportunity to sce the 
job at first hand. Whether he 
will follow Sir Kenneth’s rather 
cerebral approach or the {m- 
bert school of closer relations 
with the public remains to be 
seen. 

After a spell as assistant chicf 
constable in Kent, Mr Condon 
took charge of the west London 
police area at a time of tension 
over the Notting Hill carnival 
before promotion to assistant 
commissioner in 1988. Some of 
the West Indian community 
there were jess than impressed 
with his work and expressed 
concern at what they saw as a 
heavy-handed approach to the 
area when he was first mooted 
for the top job. 

His move back to Kent as 
Chief Constable was a smart 
one. With 3,000 officers under 
his control, rather than the 
28,000 at the Met, he has been 
able to push through changes 
and establish decentralised 
legen more smoothly than if 

e had been in a larger metro- 
politan force. 





The 1992 annual report on his 
force by the inspectorate Was 
glowing: “Under the able lead- 
ership of an active chief officer, 
the force is well managed, giv- 
ing excellent service and in the 
vanguard of change . . . the reg- 
ular monitoring of public atti- 
tudes and tions all as- 
ah the quality of service 


c. 
Sickness levels in his force — 
often seen as an indicator of 
morale —~— are among the lowest 
in the country. 
He has an occupational 


heaith unit and ee through 
the use of psychiatric treatment 


and physiotherapy at a time 
when some of his contemporar- 
ies in other forces still regard 
them as optional extras. 

But he had little success 
tn recruiting ethnic minorities 
to the force. 

At present there are only 10 
such officers, 0.3 per cent of the 
force, and the number of appli- 
cants from ethnic communities 
has dropped compared with the 
previous ycar. 

The Kent job has thrown Mr 
Condon into the limelight be 
cause he has had policing res- 
ponsibility for the English end 
of the Channel tunnel. Some of 
his officers now have experi- 
ence working in France. He has 
encouraged members of his 
force to learn French and has 
worked with Wolfson College, 
Cambridge, to produce an 
English/French police Jexicon. 
With the European boundaries 
going down next year, the 
chance to have as senlor 
English police officer a man 
with a knowledge of and 
relationship with colleagues on 
the continent is clearly scon as 
desirabie. 

Married, with a daughter and 
two sons, he looks very much 
the traditional senior police- 
man — tall, straight-backed and 
rather serious. For relaxation, 
for which he will now have lit- 
Ey time, he swims, reads and 
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Paul Condon 
(above) is to 

be the new 
head of the 
Metropolitan 
Police. Duncan 
Campbell looks 
at his track 
record and 
that of his 
predecessor, 
Sir Peter 
Imbert (right) 
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force was widely seen as uncer- 
tain of its role and its relation- 
ship with the public. 

His priority has been to make 
his officers realise that they can 
achleve little without convine- 
ing Londoners that they are a 
police service rather than a 
police force, 

But the success or otherwise 
of his policies, often pushed 
through despite cynicism 
among some senior officers, 
will not be apparent for a few 
years yet. By then it wil] have 

ccome clear whether the 
ideals of the Plus progranune — 
greater accountability and will- 
ingness to change — have 
reached the heart of the service 
as well as its head. 

Down to earth, less of a theo- 
rist than his predecessor, Sir 
Kenneth Newman, and with a 
reputation for eine straight- 
forward to his officers, Sir 
Peter faced having his tenure 
cut short when he suffered a 
heart attack in 1990, But al- 
though he has sometimes 





Above all, he 
recognised that 
he needed the 
public’s consent 





looked weary, he recovered 
well enough to push through 
many of his reforms. 

He had briefly toyed with the 
idea of a career in the church, 
but after Harvey grammar 
school in Folkestone and 
National Service in the RAF he 
joined the police in 1953. On 
duty at Bow Street, he made his 
first arrest to be od by the 
offender with the immortal 
words: “It’s a fair cop, guv.” 

Years later Sir Peter would 
repeat this tale with some 
regret that the days when a 
police officer would automati- 
cally be believed had gone. 

He rose through the ranks to 
become deputy operational 
chlef in the Antl-Terrorist 
Squad and achieved what was 
then the highest profile of his 
career as the chief negotiator 
during the Balcombe Street 
sicge of four IRA men holed up 
With hostage in a Dat in central 
London in 1975. But his later 
dealings with the Guildford 
Four, two of whom he ques 
tioned about the Gulldford and 
Woolwich pub bombings, 
returned his role in terrorism 
investigations to public 
scrutiny. 

He moved on to become 
Thames Valley Chicf Constable, 
when he took the then revolu- 
tionary step of allowing televi- 
sion cameras to film his team at 
work. Roger Graef's series, 
Police, became a classic of the 
genre, offering a warts-and-ail 
portrait of the service. In par: 
ticwar its screening of a rape 
inquiry, in which the victim 
was subjected to insensitive in- 
terviews, Jed to changes in pro- 
cedure. Sir Peter did not regret 










the commissioners at the Met, 
allowing camera crews full 
rein: director Robert Te 
now working on a fly-on- 
wall series on the Yard Itself. 
Sir Peter moved back to the 
Met as deputy to Sir Kenneth 
and took over the top job in 1987 
when confidence in the police 
was not at its highest. He com- 
missioned a £150,000 report 
from the corporate consultants 
Wolff Olins entitled A Force for 
Change which looked at ways 
in which the normally defen- 
sive service could acknowledge 
AbUGE Alle resented eet 
ve all, 
needed the consent of the Lon- 
don public to police effectively. 
The report showed a force un- 
certain of tts role, and it was 
this uncertainty that Sir Peter 
tried to deal with in the Plus 
programme, which set the force 
the goal of being ‘‘compassion- 
ate, courteous and patient, act- 
ing without fear or favour or 
prejudice to the rights of 
others.” 


He has a black son-in-law and 
made it clear that he would not 
tolerate racism among his 
officers. 

He stuck his neck out earlier 
this year — and angered the 
Police Federation — when he 
suggested that the punishment 
of loss of a day's pay for two 
officers who had racially 
abused a prisoner was too 
lenient. 

He had hoped to see 1,000 eth- 
nlc minority officers in the 
force by the end of his tenure 
and is disappointed that he is 
still far from that mark, at 563 
officers. ; 

Never a freemason himself, 
Sir Peter made it clear that it 
wouid be best if senior officers 
relinquished their membership 
so that the public need have no 
suspicions. Some of his senlor 
officers resigned from the order 
but others ignored him. 

In dealings with the media, 
he made himself accessible but 
often felt slightly aggrieved 
when criticism of force 
continued. 

The IRA had him in its sights. 
He was due to speak at a 
Rescarch Institute for the Study 
of Conflict and Terrorism con- 
ference at the Royal Overseas 
League in London in September 
two years ago when a bomb was 
found under the speaker's Ice: 
tern. He joked at the time that if 
he had known they were aim- 
ing to blow him up he would 
have worn an old suit 

Sir Peter tried to take the 
Metropolitan Police into the 
1990s, to demystify the uniform 
and to build the bridges be- 
tween police and public that he 
sensed were essential if order 
in the capital was not to break 
down irreparably. 

He was often portrayed as a 
Gorbachev figure, preaching 
glasnost but having to watch 
his back for the hard-line 
“thicf-takers" who did not take 
the Plus stuff too seriously. He 
survived to complete his full 
term but he knows that the job 


he started is far from complete. 
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police car which crashed into the garden wall in Dalston Lane lasi Friday. 


Delay fuels fears of 
police corruption 
inquiry whitewash 


FEARS arc growing that 
Operation Jackpot, Scat- 
land Yard's biggest inter- 
fal affairs investigation 
into allegations of drug 
dealing, bribery and car- 
Tuplion al Stoke Newing- 
ton police station, may 
never see the light of day. 


For {6 months officers 
under Det Supt Ian Rus- 
sell have been investiga- 
ting allegations of 
coruplion at London's 
“supemick.” 

The was exnec- 
ted to be delivered ihe 
Director of Public Prosecu- 
tions last week, but it has 
been delayed and solici- 
tors are worried it may be 
a whitewash. 


Rife 


Police watchdog group 
the Hackney Community 
Defence Association say 
corupuon is still rife. 

Graham = Smith, of 
HCDA, says whatever the 
best intentions of Det ei 
Russell the police esta 
lishment will iry lo ensure 
ne officers are convicted 
of criminal offences. 

Eight cops have been 
transietred, three of whom 
arc suspended — Pcs Ro- 
nald Palumbo, Bs 
Lyons and James Gal. 
braith are suspended. 

Neat week another 
Stoke Newington officer 
Det Set Roy Lewandows- 
Ki will be in court charged 
with VAT fraud and theft 


Ida Oderinde, Everald 
Brown and Dennis Tul- 
loch, convicted of drug 
dealing on the evidence of 
suspended officers, have 
been freed on bail pending 
appeal. 


Ata public meeting or- 
anised by HCDA at the 
amue] Beckett pub in 

Stoke Newingion Church 
Street on Tuesday, the 
Fighting the Lawmen 
pam was lamched = 
det ing he eases of Ida 
Oderinds, Rennie King- 
aley, Hugh Prince and Den- 
sas Tulloch’s girlfriend, 


ynne. 
Eighteen Stoke Newing - 
ton police officers were 
named and the JIome Se- 
crelary was aiked to 
launch « full judicial in- 
ey into policing in 
ackney. 


“We are looking at orga- 
nised crime. These is # sys- 
tem when one officer goes 
away there is another to 
take his place,” said Mr 
Smith 


“They cal) it Jackpot be- 
cause it ja bigger than any 
of them know, because 
tome of the people are in 
ne pleces,” Ms Oderinde 


Stoke Newington’s top 
cop, Chief Sup Roy 
Clark, would not comment 
on specific allegations, but 
said Be ea ane 
Teport ha ela 
for a few weeks because 
new evidence had had to 
be included. 








Pcs hurt in patrol car crash 








A POLICE car answering an emergenc 
call crashed Inio a wall in Datstan Lane 
last Friday. 

The driver, Pe Slmon Hobson and his 
pee ae ers Pe Bruce Garside, from Stoke 

ewington pollce station, suffered whl- 
plash Injorles, No-one else was hurt. 

The patrol car was travelling along Dal- 
ston Lane towards the Amhurst Road junc- 
ton when ft hit the wall on the corner of 
Wayland Avenue at a pb ON gushed 
out onlo the pevement and road and a 10 
feet tong crack appeared In the concrete 


wall. Tyre skid marks ran for at least 30) lenym 


feet behind the car. 


Mick Harvey, who ives in Dalston Lane, 
saw the car hit the walt from his upstaics 


Pcs nominated for 
a bravery award 





Y window, “The police were motorin 


TWO brve Hackney cops who wrested with a 13- 
slong pede as she tried to throw herself off the fifth 
floor of a Jiernerion tower block have been nominated 


for top awards for gallantry. 


Pes Clive Ingram and Kevin Sh 
Buaaes sloiae tn Homerstan High 


rd were called to 
after residents 


spotted the woman sitting os window ledge. 


Their boss, Chief In 


for the Royal [umme 


ron eo ras dea 


iety Award. “They 


assure her, but she became agitated and pullect herself 
funher out onto the ledge,” he says. 

“Both officers thought she was going to jump and 
grabbed her, She must have weighed 13 stones, s0 they 


pat themselves in considerable danger 


leaning over the 


; Len Hutton and Les Crowhurst, from 
Gee Wah x Homerton, put up a ladder and threw a 
rope dawn to the window,” 
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down 
Dalsion Lane with the blue light rolon and 
then crathed Into the watt," he sald, 

Maureen Taylor, Mr Harvey's neigh- 
bour, sald: “I heard a big bang While ] was 
doing my ironing. Thankfully, no-one was 
there. 


“It's such » busy corner. A lot of the 
kids who go to Am School round the 
comer live on the Samuel Lewis Trost Es- 
tate and walk over that corner.” 

Chief Sopt Roy Clark, of Stoke Delali 
ton polite, sald: “Pollce drivers have a di- 
x 

“They recelve 999 calls from people In 
great danger, who require them to get to 


the scene quickly, 

“Frequently, by get- 
ting fo ithe seene 
quickiy, we're able to 
save Eves. 

“We do drive thou- 
sends of miles a day 
In the borough with- 
out anything Jike an 
acddent” 

Chief Supt Clark 
added that an Inrest- 


Igatlon had been Jaun- 
ched into the 
accident 


Se 





Clare Dyer 
Legal Correspondent 


LANS for a fundamen- 
tal shake-up of the 
legal aid system to 
curb spiralling costs 
were outlined at the weekend 
by Lord Mackay, the Lord 
Chancellor. 

Solicitors at the Law Soci- 
ety’s conference in Birming- 
ham were told of a far-reaching 
strategy which the society's 
leaders said would restrict ac- 
cess to legal aid for those least 
able to afford it and concentrate 
it in the hands of larger, urban 
legal firms 


The proposals are certain to 
intensify the row between Lord 
Mackay and the profession — 
at loggerheads for the last two 
years over Lord Mackay’'s plan 
to replace hourly rates for solic- 
itors in magistrates’ courts 
with a system of standard fees. 

The Lord Chancellor said 
legal aid spending had more 
than doubled over the last four 
years, and would cost the tax- 
payer more than £1 billion this 
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year. If the trend continued, the 
figure would be nearly £2 
billion by the middle of the 
decade. 

In 1991/92, legal aid rates rose 
by 7 per cent, nearly double the 
inflation rate, but the overall 
bill for legal aid increased by 
33% per cent, he said. “This rate 
of growth cannot be allowed to 
continue. Every extra pound for 
legal aid means a pound less for 


the NHS, for schools, for social | vin 


security, or for the infrastruc- 
ture of the economy.” 

No aspect of the present 
scheme was sacrosanct, Lord 
Mackay said. Legal aid must be 
aimed at those with the greatest 
need and at areas of work 
where it provided the most cost- 
effective service. 

Legal aid should also be sub- 
ject to a stricter means test, he 
said. Lawyers said this would 
hit families and those with 
mortgages hardest. 

Lord Mackay added that 
those who got aid subject to a 
contribution should pay a 
larger share of the cost, contrib- 
uting throughout the case in- 
stead of for the first year only. 


Announcing firmer controls 
over ane Coal ek courts oe 
granting or crimi 
cases, he said aid must be 
granted only where it was justi- 

ed under present legislation. 
New regulations would detail 
the requirements to be met and 
the means-test information 
required from defendants. 

Lord Mackay said he was 
becoming “increasingly con- 

ced that there are areas 
where the traditional methods 
of solving disputes by recourse 
to the courts are not the best 
methods”, 

He signalled a move away 
from court battles in divorce 
cases and towards wider use of 
mediation to help couples 
resolve disputes. Lawyers inter- 
preted this as a possible 
requirement on divorcing cou- 
ples to try mediation before 
ene allowed to apply for legal 


Moving on to controversial 
plans for the legal aid board to 
hive off legal aid work to firms 
on favourable terms, Lord 
Mackay said it seemed likely 
that much of the work would be 
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Legal aid shake-up outlined 


concentrated in firms with 
franchises. For some types of 
work in some regions, he won- 
dered “whether it is really un- 
thinkable”’ that clients on legal 
aid should have to go to firms 
with franchises. 

He reiterated his determina- 
tion to press ahead with stan- 
dard fees in magistrates’ courts 
by the end of the year, and said 
he would extend the existing 
standard fee scheme in crown 
courts to cover more cases. 

Controls would be introduced 
on fees for civil cases, now paid 
at higher hourly rates than 
criminal cases. In the longer 
term, standard payments were 
likely for each stage of work. 
He would like to see competi- 
tive tendering by firms to 
undertake blocks of cases, both 
civil and criminal. 

Henry Hodge, of the Law Soci- 
ety's legal aid committee, said: 
“If many of these things come to 
pass, we will see a radically al- 
ean oe a oe rene 
people getting help, cer- 
tainly in relation to civil legal 
aid, and points of access will be 
substantially reduced.” 
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Murder case detective ‘stole sacred books from victim’s flat’ 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 





DETECTIVE investigating 

a murder stole books worth 
thousands of pounds from the 
victim’s home, a north London 
court heard yesterday. The 
policeman abused his trust and 
lied to cover his tracks, the 
court was told. 

Detective Constable Roy 
Lewandowski, aged 31, of Horn- 
church, Essex, is charged with 
misbehaviour in a public office 
and six counts of theft. He 
pleads not guilty to all charges. 


a es =, 


David Spens, prosecuting, 
told Harrow crown court that 
Mr Lewandowski had commen- 
dations for his “wonderful de- 
tective work" and his bravery. 

The detective was part of an 
investigation into the death of 
David Leo Berman, an eccen- 
tric recluse, the court was told. 
Mr Berman died in June 1988 
after being tied up and left by 
burglars. 

He was unable to free him- 
self, and his decomposing body 
was found four weeks after his 
death. In 1990 two men were 
convicted of his manslaughter. 

Mr Berman had no friends or 


relatives who could say what 
was missing from his flat in 
east London, his most valuable 
possessions being Jewish 
sacred texts. Mr Lewandow- 
ski’s job was to ascertain what 
had been removed. 

It became clear that the detec- 
tive was obstructing Mr Ber- 
man’s executors, Lloyds Bank 
Financial Services, by fabricat- 
ing excuses for not letting them 
view the flat, Mr Spens said. 

Mr Lewandowski then 
claimed the value of the prop- 
erty was not more than £50 and 
stats to have the flat cleared 
ou 
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In fact, said Mr Spens, it was 
worth around £3,000. He had 
stolen hundreds of books in- 
cluding the sacred Shass texts, 
worth £1,000, volumes of the 
Waverley novels, encyclopae- 
dias, and other items. 

In 1991, detectives found a 
number of items from Mr Ber- 
man’s flat at Mr Lewandowski’s 
home, then in Romford, Essex. 
His ex-wife, Laura, told the offi- 
cers that he had claimed to 
have been given them, but she 
later heard him tell a valuer 
they were part of his family 
estate 


The case continues. 
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Phone call set a deadly trap 


A RINGING phone fn 2 call baz ca 
Lpabarres peta sealed the fate of 
Mark extey — and who knows 
how many ether children who fell 
lnia the clutches of the evil gang. 

Reading Crown Court heard ihe 
call bor was Lennle Smith's 
“office” Sralth was told lo get to 
Wohin He recriiied Balley 
to drive, they met Cooke, who 
made the call, and the trap wat set. 

Perk scoffed rausage and a 
and, eager to get to the funfair, 
shovied: “Don't worry mom. | 
won't be late.” They were the iast 
words she heard her son 207. 

He io the falrground ut 
about 50pm on Jone 1, 1984, and 
headed straight for the dod_ecias. A 
panty (ores siranger gol inte 

ark‘s dodges car and Hipped a 
protective hand around bis back. 

The man's were full of 
peecis bought at the Candy shop in 
Wokingham. A shop arsistan! no- 
ilced the scruff’s wawashed emeil 
and the court heard Nive other 


eopte recalled seeing and snelling 
ke the day Mark disappeared. 
Mark and the stranger left the 
falrground hand-in-band. Bailey 
told the court he walted mearby In 
a white Triumph 2000 cor with 
Selth la ihe front passenger seat. 
Cooke and Mark got in the buck, 
but cely afier the terrified boy 
tried ta struggle free, They drove 


we town 
fourth man, “Oddbod”, walted. 
Mark had Just minutes to lve. 

Lavinia and Joha Ti er 

hie home at 7.30pm. Whea 

« dita't arrive, they went looking 
for him. His bike was found psd- 
joched te the fairground gates. 

Stx months later, detectives were 
no choeer to solving the case, Afler 
ihe d raace of Jason Swift tn 
July, 1985, and Barry Lewis two 
months ister and ihe discovery of 
thelr drugged and suffocsied bo- 
dies, police realised they were hun- 
tng rethless child kilers. 


Catweazle’s ¢ 
catalogue of 


LESLIE “Catweazic™ 
Railey has been given 
two fife sentences for 
the “wicked and inhu- 
man” manslaughter of 
funfair boy Mark Til- 
desley during an evil 
child sex orgy. 
Feeble-minded Bailey, 37, 
fron Ashmesd House an the 
Kingsmead Eatsic, Homerton, 
ja already in jail for life for 
panegee} six-year-old Barry 
Lewis ty serving 15 hha 
for the manslaughter of - 
rent boy Jason Swift, 
at a £5-a-head orgy ina 
flat on the Kingam He 
will never be allowed cut af 
ML 





with 
muscle relasani, di 


The hunt goes on 
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Detectives 
ask: Why 
were other 


child 
killers not 
eyaelerspenance) 

trial? 


yers w bring charges ageintt 
then 


Ex Chie! Rogers Stand- 
key. who aly retired 44 
head of Operstion 


have the evidence. Let a jury 
ft the 
A spokerperson for 
P a be LJ 


rown 
aaid they had the 
evidence and found it "inaulfi- 
cient,” adding: “It is always 
ihe care that decisions nol Lo 


considered 


can be reviewed: 


arrpam, 
and sexually estaulled by 
a gang of pecdophile 
fiends 


He said Smith, 36, from 





and § = {belew) 


Jason Swift 
Mark 





OPERATION Orchid de- Bailey's twisted bragging 
SERA ong ie being wher they thared «cell Grecia’ Mead, Kingsmead 
cose om aos nt mre Netra Esute, and a fourth man, 
sponsible for deaths on, where he wad sery- inc = i 
Cops collect Jason, Barry and Mark say ing 15 years for the killing ely the ireicbodanigiral 
the investigation goa on of Jason Swift, character in comedy film 
£120 for because of vital evidence Theit information Jed 10 Carry On Screaming, 
provided by two sex offen- Hailey being sentenced lO were iogether in a lace-cur- auiiiietae aaa 
mugged ders. Life for the murder of Bat- tained caravan in 8 Be- 
Se a fat! end Mark's mansisugh- cighire field where Mark 
= inat ter. ; tertifi 
pensioner ie safely for nape Next mon a. : result allt his lest ied 
silempicd rape = were of their investigeucns, # *s body has never 
pide diary q egies so disgusted with Bailey's Hackney man — who can- been found. The naked bo- 
hand 10 an B9-yeaf old vile boasts that they not be named = will 3? dies of Barty and Jason 
mugging victim. agreed 10 act 93 police pear at the Old Beiley were discovered within & 
Big-hearted cops at spies, risking their own charged with conspincy few miles of each athet in 
Stoke Newingion police lives lotrapthe pervert. = to commit buggery andin- shallow graves in Essex at 
station had 3 whip-round During their secret ine decent assault om ® JHYC" the end of L985. 
for the woman pensi vestigutions, The Fox, 38, mie Sentencing Hailey ten 
from Geldeston Roed, Up- come. dossier in And in December, a9: Thursday, Mt lustice Hid: 
Fl aher ihe wae which he says between 25) other Hackney man 8p den suid: “What and 
Taacked in the street and sad 0 children were mur pears charged with the chery did to that poor 
had her handbeg contain- dered by a 20-man gang of buggery and assault On * defenceless boy was Lota): 
ing £65 stolen. pectophiles ___ Lé-year-ald when the vic" ty horrifying, wicked and 
“The was oF« The moles grew sick of tim wat aged just tin. inburnan.” 
anited by the hame beat , 
Soles offic end re mar Estate could hold the final clues 


taed to raise £120 thanks 
to the generosity of uni- 


THE Kingsmead Estate may stilt! bold 
the key to unravelling the full story of 


The Orchhd team moved to Thame 
Valley Potice headquarters la Read- 








ae a me Sa the sad Lives and deaths of a3 bes bag. pptientrs Inddent room at a hy : 
jg 30 inissing kids and beinging to Justice Arbour squave ¥: i P that” nee ot * 
air their gang of killers. pot Some Mike Shoet sald: “We | cer Andy Condy ae hetacoe was donated by the potice unlon 
Former Operatton Orchid boss, knew ena fe not the only pervert re | over @ £300 Saag An Lea e the Pollce Federation, Mr Burtc Me 
Chief Supt Roger Stoodley, told the sponsible for Mark's death. Others { Burton, chale of the A ny sald: “It's very nice that the local 
Gazetie between siz and eight men were Involved = and at feast one Of | Estate Community Centre ied home best officer has notleed 
were present when Jasch Swift died. them may be reading this. i nants’ Aseocisiion, Te our work and nominated us for 
“Olver, 3B ae ren Park eke pained tgs Cine | | The money wae awarded In re ouer ney. Ka nice to get any 
; ¥ ¢ Fram ' r 
i Este, and sier Barrel 32, from ashe ree ies Forty, sees ald work tn aeting Up katale sory bot, é a 2 and we've had 
agenham = were of a of you : and b| ° ere planning to s 
| @2. gears for manslaughter, If you can help. phone 0734 536740. | dents in gaara real teenage youth es 2 <a ri a 
Brougham Read, Datston. wary and the money may go to- 


i Welcoming the cheque, which for thet hed some equipment 


St nea A DOCT ETT PRENATAL 
Leelee ieeeidilealllletou iis ii tT 
POE Herre PRT Eeetehein 
AFRTPtaneDeO EE 


~~. Canvasser clubbed over the head 
iY 4 \ ' A MAN was clubbed over the ony cyick ward by-election, 
jhe 


head as be canvassed for votes e atlack happened [ast walch, the would-be thief — who 


had a red-and-white ted 
bankerhe pale ver fc | 
- m three 
wooden club, Bours 
The assalisnt thea ran off 


par = rang 

3 af Bett grb the leader 
Whea Mr Bartlett refused ts ackney's Liberal Demo- 
hand over his money or his rib dae tata it az a “vidlous 


in a street where residents have Thoraday even 
ca Peale By paties for help- Road, Victorta en aot 
Ba ire a €. six streets which come under 5 
afler the attack} ceeate pl ath dae ae 
Oe, j thea [n head wounds after he VADCH Resid eat Nase 
me) was bit with a lump of wood ton, apie ane 
while canvassing for the Liber- 
al Democrats ia the forthcom- 





A DETECTIVE sceuted of the theft of thousands of 
pounds of dunng & murder investi tion told 
rade es atthe was nothing of any rela vee 
ties | man‘s flat, Harrow Crown Coun heard 
vid Berman, an eccentric recluse, war found 

dead in the flat in Lower Cla 
hy, 19 pion Road, Lower Clap- 

e the vicim of « burgls d 

= subsequently jailed for a of 24 vere afier 
mig convene of his manslaughter 
t week's hearing was told that az Mir Berman 
had no relatives who could say what was missing fol- 


Detective denies stealing 
from murdered man’s flat 


lowing the burglary, it was the job of Det Con R orehurch 
: i Le t cf * 
Lewandowski, 31, to ascertain what had been oes Pisgah eh fibitoogy rte po cg ‘weal 


In L991, police of fi fi j 
fram the fat at Lewandowali's home, aid Mr David. dered executors | TviY te fnudaleaty hin 


Spens, prosecuting. @ The trial continues, 
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rolice run mercy 


urips 


to Romanian orphans 


CARING cop Sgt Mike Stratton has : 
just returned from a mercy mission to by RUSS LAWRENCE 


orphan kids in Romania with the char- 
ity he himself set up. children over to England. Among the treats in 
The officer a1 Stoke Newington police sta- store for them will be visits to famous London 
ran # Youth and Community Section took » 40- landmarks, including Buckingham Palace. 
ggemaut loaded with desperaicly-nceded = was Sgt Siratton’s sixth trip to the strife- 
woplet oe the ci cami at part of te L Lifeline tom eastem European country since the revolu: 
tion 10 overthrow Communist dictator President 
ere De Becenke be plans to bring 51 of the §=Nicholae Ceaucescu. 

He organised the mercy tnp, which 
was funded by the Metropolitan Police 
and the Tate and Lyle sugar company, 
= also provided the juggernaut and dri- 


The Irniler was loaded with food, cloth- 
ing, children’s bikes and toys as well as 
= supplies, toilet rolls and disinfec- 


= destination was an orphange for 

153 children in Tanrere, a town difficule 
to reach by roed tame 50 miles west of 

the Russian border in nonh-casiem Ro- 

mania. 

Sgt Stration ect up the charity afer the 
Romanian police invited! him to visit the 

MtantdddstacestencaucutnneaE rea = a rugby a is 
made some derogatory remarks 
about their living conditions and they 











Z 

= If th = took me to sec children orphaned by war 

= e = or abandoned by their parents,” he said. 

= Ca Ss = “After secing the hardship they were 

= p: = suffering, ] thought ‘what can 1 do to 

= fit. = help?’ and sei up the charity.” 

= OT Valuable 

For = He took six other police staff with him 

SSTOKE Newing-= on the latest trip, including Chief Insp 

=lon's top cop made= Peter Snow and civilian employee 

Sthe ultimate -= pues both from City Roed vol police sta- 

= fire when a party of = 

= visiting German poll. = mere things we wouldn't think twice ‘ 

ec parrot ahi ih four = about tike a couple of boxes of broken ; 

eae pare caps chalk are of immense value to the kids 

= pont exchange = there and kept them occupied for hours,” 

z= ble’ kets = tish bab. = said Sgt Stratton. 

= = “The children are not as under- 

= Chief Supt Roy = dill aint sagt Ak re a asl 
=Ciark and his men = major problem and that is why we took 

= could only lay their= - lane supply of vitamin tabicts. 

= hands on a couple.= : “What sre urgently needed arc “th 

250, Chief Supts . ingest, cially insulin syringes w 

=Clark did the hon-= needles. If anybody san seep me with 

=ourable thing and = sufficient rma I'm seady to fly out 

= titown cap = Anyone should contact 

= The 15 police off-= Set Sronee on O71 AES te Fie 

=cera were am = 

=group of Sere 


= mans from Hack-= 
=ney's tela town we L 


ilos Lappurtlogz 
Telnn 


a, sftstttqrntnensvct meer etd arta ea 
7 A MAN who admitted shootin 


over parking, walked free from 
d Bailey on Wednesday. 
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Oo 


+m, a Tiles a knife and a friend min- 


Davis produced 

death. the knife, Crane opened 

The trial was stopped at his jacket to reveal the gun 
the end of the protecuticn 
cave end the pidge direc- 
y, ted the jury io find Crane 
not guilty. He bad aden 
ted Ube firearms offence, 
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The court heard that the 
row ttarted afier Crane 


Medenonsuusunnecasnnngogue songs seven vested at ocarvuceacncaragaousugeMenceAQsUHEOLUOEALgEHeOUOONOevesOzngeuesoneangtguaseenUE 


= Ee cale senior Clare (right) revel ves a.souvesie fveia Sei Gastar Gans” 


parked his car outside the 
saravgansecveaneaenacvesuocnuaavencctavtussvaucueaucavauacaugecznctntc PUTAUAEGOOOUADESESOGDOTHAQLACUASTONSINIIONENEMNEING: second-hand car lot where 
Mr Davis worked. 


The two men ex- 


drinks later a healed arEu- 


Wpc 
accuses 
police 
of bias 


A WOMAN police officer 
has alleged she was 
texually haratacd while 
serving at Sloke Newing- 
Ton police sialon. 

Pe Julia Parish, now 
based at West Ham, hat 
started an action for sex- 
ual discrimination against 
the Metropolitan Police. 

A preliminary hearing 
to decide whether she has 

rounds for a case went be- 
ore an Industrial Tribunal 
panel on Tuesday. 

ahaha laints relate to 


lon aie stalion. 

At the time of the al- 
leged incidents, Pe Parish, 
31, waa working in plain 
clothes in the Hackney 
child protection unit 

The complaints of har- 
astrent relate io her being 
passed over for promotion 
or given adverse reports. 

A Scotland Yard spokes- 
person confirmed an alle- 
gstion cf sexual 
hazasament had been 
made. 


“We do have our own 


woman police officer 
chose to go io an indut- 
trial tnibunal,” he said. 
“We are, however, hold- 
ing our own intemal in- 
nant Ay into the allegation,” 


===! Trial halted as car dealer 
wiccomes 1S Cleared 
Sorin of murder 


at his waist. “Davis rushed and were ripping up 4 


ode hen ins Mr Davis backed oway. 


fendant But witness 
Fast 


ISG 


New sector policing 
scheme Is unveiled 


HACKNEY’S cops have unh- 
veiled a blueprint for the future 


policing of the borough with a were given a presentation on radical new 
lans for sector policing which comes 


February. 


special talk and slide show. 
The borough's police waichdog group into operation nexl 
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your money 


BIG-HEARTED cabbles and coppers headed off 
In 12 biack cabs for Hun ary aiming to clock 
up miles and cash for the ploneering Peto 
Trust, which offers the last chance of help and 
ee for many disabled children, 
ey sat off on the special Jang fare, a 1,250- 
mile round trip, from Hackney’ Victoria Park 
on Wednesday of Jast week bound for Budap- 
eat, where the world-famous Peto Centre olives 
hope to both disabled children and adults — 
afien regarded aa beyond help by conventional 
7 * freatment, 
Now the 
wants fo ralsee money 


io spread thelr Ideas 
In Gritaln. 


And Hackney nick 
community cop Pc 
Rod Surman used his 
long arm of the law to 


swap pounding the { 


beat for being a ape 
clal cabbie, 
“Someone had a 
sense of humour — be- 
cause | come from 
Hackney they decided 
lo throw me inte a 
Hackney carriage!” 
quipped Pe Surman. 


“But | em very keen 
10 heip the Trust” 





Trust | 
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by RUSS LAWRENCE 





Budapest... Hackney cop Rod Surman. a 


Hackney's Police Community Consultative 
Group were first to see the new sector boun- 
daries which cover the borough's two police 
divisions of Hackney and Stoke Newington. 

They have been divided into smaller sec- 
lors, each with its own inspecior and a team of 

see Te et for 
round-the cing 
of its 


And the M i 
Police's out-da shift 

lem is also being re- 

aced because it is waste- 
ul of manpower. 

“Sector icing will 
— pice mor Sst nmi 

¢ to the community,” 
explained Stoke Newing- 
ton’s Chief Supt Roy 
Clark. 


At the moment, an offi- 
cer might come on duly 
and race off to Dalston io 
deal with a road accident. 

“No sooner has he dore 


gency call to Woodberry 
on the 
the division, then he's im- 


mediately off again to deal 
with something else. 


Problems 
“He can really only of- 
fer a sticking plaster on 
the problem, but with a 
team of officers policing 
one stmal] sector they will 
get to know the peorlc 
and their problema. 
Hackney and City Road 
police division has been di- 
in into Ace pgs 
azlon — ing west 
of Kingaland Road: 
Queensbridge — every- 
thing cast of Kingsland 
Road; Clapton = every- 
thing north of Homerton 
High Sueet; and Victoria 
= everything sowh of 
Homerton High Street. 
Stoke Newington divi- 
sion has been divided into 
three sectors:i— West—- 
everything west of 
Kingsland Rosd; Easi— 
everything cast of King- 
ie tee 
g sou ack- 
lewell Lane and Downs 
Park Road down to Engle- 
field Road and Richmond 


St 





TS BACK,AND ITS BAD 


* After almost a year the 
Hackney Heckler is back. 
Now produced by members of 
the Colin Roach Centre, it will 
continue as a hard-hitting, funny 
and practical broadsheet. We 
aim to encourage people to or- 
ganise and to take direct action 
nbout situations that affect their 
lives, as its obvious that we can’t 
rely on the government, the 
council, etc, to take the neces- 
sary action for us: we can only 
rely on ourselves! 


TWO-FACED 


%* On the recent huge miners' 
demonstration Hackney Lab-our 
Group marched with their ban- 
ner, Yet these same hypocrites 
support the council when it cuts 
jobs and services. 


COLIN ROACH CENTRE 


%* Hackney has a new centre set 
up with the aim of assisting peo- 
ple struggling together for a bet- 
ter future. Its been named the 
Colin Roach Centre in memory 
of the young black man who 
was murdered in Stoke Newing- 
ton Police Station in 1983, 

A number of groups and in- 
dividuals are already involved 
with the centre, including the 
workers and some of the man- 
agement committee of the Hack- 
ney Trade Union Support Unit 
(phone 071-249 8086), Hackney 
Community Defence Associa- 
tion (071-249 0193), and the 
Turkish and Kurdish community 
group Halkder, and the centre is 
developing a membership, sup- 
portive of those groups, but in- 
dependant of them. 

For more information phone 
either of the numbers above. 


WE REMEMBER 

The official opening of the 
Colin Roach Centre is to take 
place on January 12th 1993, the 
tenth anniversary of Colin's 
death. A plaque will be unveiled 
at the centre, followed by the 
H.C.D.A. ’We Remember’ 
Commemoration March to 
Stoke Newington Police Station, 
where wreaths will be faid in 
memory of all those who have 
died at the hands of Hackney 
Police. Assemble 6.30pm in 
Bradbury Street on Tuesday 
12th January. Bring your 
friends,.* 
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MY MATE’S A DRUG DEALER 


Did you hear the one about the police officer who was earning as much as 
£2000 per week from drug dealing? His name is Roy Lewandowski, a.k.a. Of- 


ficer X, a one-time detective consta- 
ble with Stoke Newington Drug 
Squad. Although not charged with 
drugs offences as yet, he’s just been 
in court on a theft charge, and is also 
facing charges of VAT fraud. 


In Policespeak, this man is not a crimi- 
nal, he’s "a rotten apple.” And he’s been 
taken out of the barrel - temporarily at least 
- because he’s been suspended from duty. 
Poor old Scotland Yard, hard pressed to 
deal with the booming drugs trade, had a 
problem choosing who to investigate 
Lewandowski and his mates. So they de- 
cided it should be an inside man - not just 
another officer from the Met., but an offi- 
cer who knew both the area and the people 
involved. Who better than Superintendant 
Tan Russell who used to work in Hackney. 

So long as the police investigate them- 
selves, so long as Stoke Newington Drug 
Squad is investigated by Scotland Yard, so 
long as they appoint officers “familiar with 
the territory", they treat our community 
with contempt. 

So long as they insist that it’s just a 
matter of a few rotten apples, and refuse 
to look at the opportunities for police 
crime and take away some of the po- 
lice’s powers, our community will be the 
victims of crime - whether by ordinary 
decent criminals or police officers. 


= 
— 
‘hen 
i 


Sieliige! s 
.2t TUESDAY 19TH JANUARY 
elare| 


FIRST & THIRD TUESDAYS | - 
OF EACH MONTH | 


thisisotelits! | 


6.30 - 8.30 pm 
at the 
COLIN ROACH CENTRE 
10a Bradbury St, Dalston, N16 
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STRIKING OUT 


‘Lhe council always tnes to make its work- 
ers out to be the enemy, blaming them for lack 
of repairs, poor services, delayed benefit 
claims, whatever. As usual, they’re lying. 
Most council workers aim to do their best 
while being attacked by their management. 

The workers in Housing Benefits have 
shown a way forward; faced with a mounting 
workload, a management proposed staff re- 
duction and a cut in wages they decided that 
enough was enough and walked out on strike. 

Four weeks strike got management to see 
the error of their ways. The workers didn’t get 
everything they wanted - but they certainly got 
a lot more than if they had just passively sat by 
while the council shat on them from a great 
height. It just shows: if you want something, 
you've got to fight for it...and there’s no use in 
complaining if you’re not willing to fight. 
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Corruption at Stoke Newington 


Aseta Simms, Michael Ferreira, Colin Roach 
.+. the names speak of the long association 
which north London’s Stoke Newington 
police station has with allegations of racism, 
violence and malpractice. 

Hackney Community Defence 
Association statistics show that Stoke 
Newington's reputation hasnotchanged. 
In 1990, 141 cases alleging police 
malpractice were reported to the 
organisation. Out of the 76 it dealt with, 
95 were from black people. In 30 cases, 
people were injured, in 11 cases seriously 
enough to go to hospital. 

Thelocalcommunity’s fears over Stoke 
Newington police station have been 
borne out byrecent developments. Earlier 
this year, eight officers from the station 
were moved to new duties elsewhere 
following allegations of drug dealing. The 
complaints, which are being investigated 
by the anti-corruption squad at Scotland 
Yard as partof ‘Operation Jackpot’, relate 
to the reselling of drugs seized by police 
on the street, the fabrication of evidence. 
and the beating of suspects. A ninth 
policeman had already beenmovedtrom 
the station, and a tenth, Gerrard Carroll, 
killed himself with his service revolver. 

In June, two of the policemen, DC 
Ronaid Palumboand PC Bruce Galbraith, 
were suspended after being named in 
the House of Commons. A third officer 
was suspended in September. 

90 far, about 10 appeal cases andfive 
civilactions involve allegations of criminal 
activity by Stoke Newington police. In 
June, a Shadwell man had charges of 
Possessing drugs withdrawn becauseof 
prosecution concern about the credibility 
of police evidence. 
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prosecutions might be tainted by the 
involvement of discredited policemen. 
Twelve firms of solicitors and 19 barristers 
have written to the Director of Public 
Prosecutions, Barbara Mills, complaining 
that the Crown Prosecution Service, which 
she heads, was not disclosing information 
revealed by the Scotland Yard 
investigation. Without the information it is 
impossible to tell which prosecutions are 
unreliable. 

The investigation into racism and 
corruption at Stoke Newington is long 
overdue. But we should remember 
previous efforts to clean up the 
Metropolitan Police, like Operation 
Countryman in the 1970s, which, while 
achieving a few prosecutions of ‘small 
fish’, failed utterly to root out corruption 
and completely ignored police racism. 

Hackney Community Defence 
Association has produced a pamphiet 
on police crime in Hackney and Stoke 
Newington, A crime is a crime is a crime, 
and is preparing another report, Fighting 
the lawman, on some of the cases under 
investigation in ‘Operation Jackpot’, 
which will be available shortly. & 

HCDA can be contacted at. Colin Roach Centre, 


104 Bradbury Street, London N16 QJN. Tel. 071- 
249 0193 
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In Class War 56’s [~~ 


Stokey Cokey 
article we put the 
finger on PCs | 
Carroll and 
Lewandowski who | 
were involved with | 
“organised crime”. | 

These bastards 
were planting the | 
coke drug, crack, on 
people, selling the 
stuff, making loads § 
of cash, and the f 
results? Filthy rich | 
filth, and more 
misery for the 
working class of 
London's Stoke 
Newington. 

Luckily, Carrol] topped 
himself, ridden with guilt 
for his sick crimes. 


ROUND TWO 


The second stage inthe 
Stokey scandal has come 
to light with Judge Francis 
Aglionby, at the centre of 
drugstrials at Snaresbrook 
crown court, dropping a 
£5,000 crack trial against 
Ray Simpson, due tototally 
misleading and falsified 
evidence from none other 
than Stoke Newington 


pes FE 





cops. 
Looks ike the cops in 
question have been raiding 


peoples’ houses, planting 


drugs, fitting them up and 
totally cocking up their 
‘evidence’. 

And who's the chief 
witness against Simpson? 
PC Terence Chitty. Now 
Terry just happens to be 
right up to his neck in finest 
police horse manure with 
the top brass at Scotland 
Yard . He's being 
investigated for: “trying to 


organise a police 
drugs ring, planting 
drugs on a suspect, 
fabricating 
evidence and lying 
on oath’. 


Terry's not 
alone: there's 
| another 50 cops, 
past and present 
from the same 
| Stoke Newington 
nick, under inves- 
tigation forthe same 
profiteering, nasty 
anti-social crimes. 


COVER UP 
| At the time of 
writing, only a poxy 
3 cops have been found 
guilty, with the police 
internal enquiry doing its 
best, as usual to protect its 
own, even when they bring 
shit and danger onto our 
streets, and making their 
filthy profit in the bargain. 
The evidence speaks 
for itself, m’lud - string 
the bastards up. 


Cisne Wee 


No 


Sr. 


Nov Fr 


ICO 


——S— 


London boroughs want police 
pay determined by efficiency 


Duncan Campbell 
Crime Correspondent 


be paid according to their 

efficiency without having 
to seek promotion, the Associa- 
tion of London Authorities is to 
suggest to the Sheehy inquiry 
on the role of the police. 

An ombudsman should 
replace the Police Complaints 
Authority and officers facing 
disciplinary p ings should 
no longer be able to escape 
them by retiring on medical 
grounds. 

All written evidence to the in- 
quity has to be submitted by 


y. 

The Association of Chief 
Police Officers will unveil its 
recommendations later today 
and the Police Federation will 
announce its tomorrow after it 
has informed members of its 


proposals. 

The main aim of the inquiry, 
chaired by Sir Patrick Sheehy, 
chairman of BAT Industries, is 
to produce recommendations 
which will allow more effective 
use to be made of police 
resources. It will examine the 
rank structure and pay of offi- 


Pte oa constables should 


cers and report by. next May. 
The submission from the 
Association of London Authori- 
ties suggests: 

@® Fixed term and performance 
related contracts for senior 
officers. 

@ Enhanced salaries for more 
competent constables. 

@ Equal opportunities action to 
become a central feature of 
police performance, with tar- 
gets set for each force. 

@® The establishment of an 
Office of Criminal Justice om- 
budsman to take over the role 
of the Police Complaints Au- 
thority, to form an independent 
complaints investigations pro- 
cedure apart from the police 
and “‘to fully overhaul existing 
complaints practices and re- 
establish public confidence”. 

@ Power to dismiss officers for 
incompetence. 

@ The ending of open-ended 
sick pay entitlements. 

@ A stop to the avoidance of 
disciplinary investigations by 
retirement on medical grounds. 
@ Creation of an elected police 
authority for London. 

Derek Sawyer, police spokes- 
man for the association, said: 
“We are in no doubt about the 
urgency and importance of this 


Cl Umip fan 
Piet eras i le 


inquiry. It is unlikely we will 
have another such. investiga- 
tion this century." 

The association is anxious to 
promote the plan whereby con- 
stables who are not interested 
in promotion but do a good job 
are properly rewarded, even to 
the extent of earning more than 
officers of a higher rank. 

A submission last month 
from the Association of County 
Councils and the Association of 
Metropolitan Authorities has 
already urged the inquiry to 
reform the ranking structure 
and scrap the sick leave 
arrangements. 

These associations also sug- 
gested fixed term contracts for 
senior officers, longer holidays 
and pay rises in line with equiv- 
alent workers. 

Although the inquiry has six 
months to make its recommen- 
dations, it seems that the end- 
ing of some ranks, such as chief 
superintendent and chief in- 
spector, an agreed procedure 
for dismissal of inefficient offi- 
cers and additional 
performance are all more than 
possible. Overtime could be 
abolished, as it has already 
been in the prison service, and 
replaced with salary increases. 
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Senior police 
urge faster 
promotions 


Duncan Gemnebet 
Crime Correspondent 


ALENTED police offi- 
cers should be able to 
skip ranks, chief offi- 
cers could be offered 
fixed-term contracts and effi- 
saaagl bonuses, and overtime 
ei ar oe ee ie 
nau ry into police 
aera and a aaa 
was told yesterda 
But the Aasoclation of Chief 
Police Officers, in its written 
submission to the inquiry 
chaired by Sir Sheehy, 
Pnlcagresd (a igi : 
an ann pay review 
should be retained. 
Recommendations by the 
ACPO, which represents the 
250 most senior officers in Eng- 
land and Wales, include: 
@ The abolition of the police 
housing allowance with suit- 
able compensation. 
@ An end to open-ended sick 


pay. 

@ A rationalisation of overtime 
arrangements for constables 
and sergeants and the removal 
of entitlement to overtime pay 
for chief inspectors and inspec- 
tors, giving them the same 
status as superintendent ranks, 
who are paid according to their 
24-hour operational 
responsibility. 

@ The introduction of fixed 
term contracts for chief police 
officers, for periods between 
three and five years. 

@ A more flexible approach to 
the pay structure so that good 
constables and those, such as 
custody officers, with major 
responsibilities could be 
rewarded without promotion. 
@ Guidance on how officers 
could rise two ranks at a time, 





for ust en snatecie by- 
passing inspector 

come superintendent. 

@ Pay and conditions to be 
written into a statutory code. 

John Burrow, ‘president of 
the ACPO and chief constable 
of Essex, said it was essential 
nat pace officers were at- 
tra and kent in the service. 

The police could not strike or 
take industrial action and their 

annual pay review had to be 
BrCtBctod: But he saw the need 
* reward good junior officers. 
Police authorities should also 
be able to pay chief officers 
above the agreed minimum in 
the way that local authorities 
could reward senior local gov- 
ernment officers. 

Eifion Pritchard, assistant 

chief constable of Dyfed-Powys, 
said that pay for foreseeable 
overtime should remain, but 
unforeseeable overtime should 
be reviewed and possibly rolled 
into a salary. 
Sick leave should not con- 
tinue after six months without 
a chief constable’s agreement, 
unless it was the result of in- 
jury or disease directly result- 
ing from an officer’s work, say 
the proposals. 

Paul Whitehouse, deputy 
chief constable of West York- 
shire, argued against recent 
suggestions that a number of 
ranks could be scrapped: “The 
retention of a rank structure is 
essential.” In the event of disas- 
ters and major public disorders 
the person in charge had to be 
easily identifiable. 

The Police Federation, which 
represents rank and file offi- 
cers, reveals its proposals 
today. It is likely to have reser- 
vations about the ACPO’s sug- 
gestions on housing, overtime 
and sick pay. 
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POLICE university 
which would issue 
degrees and diplomas 


should be set up, the 
Police Federation has told the 
Sheehy inquiry into the ser- 
vice’s roles and responsibilities, 

The university, which would 
incorporate the present police 
training centres, could operate 
in a similar way to the Open 
University, the federation sug- 
gests. It would allow officers to 

qualifications recognised 
outside the service, 

Other proposals from the fed- 
eration, which represents 
126,000 officers in England and 
Wales up to the rank of superin- 
tendent, include: 

O Annual pay bonuses for offi- 
cers who have performed well, 
to be awarded after a proper ap- 
praisal by immediate superiors; 
1) A flattening of the rank 
structure, with initial removal 
of the rank of chief inspector 
and eventual removal of that of 
chief superintendent; 

O Retention of the annual in- 
dex-linked pay award; 

{! Full constable’s salary to be 
paid only after a probationer 
has completed foundation train- 
ing and is able to patrol unac- 
companied: the saving could 
fund the appraisal-related pay. 

Alan Eastwood, national 
chairman of the federation, said 










Federation 


police 


university 


yesterday that most officers 
remained constables through- 
out their careers, and it was 
essential that those who chose 
not to seek promotion should be 
properly rewarded. “For too 
long the police service has been 
designed just for those seeking 
promotion,” he sald. “We want 
to move away from those days.” 

However, those carrying out 
appraisals would have to be 
properly trained, he said. At 
present, few officers respected 
appraisals as they were felt to 
be affected by favouritism. 

Vee Neild, secretary of the 
federation, said that although a 
police university would be ex- 
pensive in the short term it 
would save money eventually 
by incorporating training col- 
leges such as Hendon and 
Bramshill. 

The university would train 
police and civilian personnel 
and would include awareness 
training and equal 
opportunities. 

The proposals were an- 
nounced to a meeting of 2,000 
federation members in central 
London on Monday night. 

The federation criticised sev- 
eral of the proposals to the in- 
quiry made on Monday by the 
Association of Chief Police Offi- 
cers, which represents the most 
senior ranks. The suggested ab- 
olition of open-ended sick leave 
indicated that ACPO believed 
officers were malingering, Mr 
Eastwood said. 
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News: STOKE NEWINGTON SAGA 


Dealing the dirt 


A policeman at 
scandal-hit Stoke 
Newington police 
station tried to 
organise a drug- 
dealing ring, and 
twice fitted up a 
man who refused to help him, a 
court was told last week. 

The officer, PC Terence Chitty, 
planted drugs on Michael Thomp- 
son to force him to supply the 
names of big-time ‘crack’ dealers 
with whom corrupt police officers 
could do business, Snaresbrook 
Crown Court was told. 

Peter Hall, counsel for ‘Thomp- 
son, claimed in court that certain of- 
ficers needed to find a replacement 
for Pear] Cameron, a major local 
dealer who was being supplied by 
at least one policeman, named only 
as Officer X, who was making 
£1,000 a week from the deal. 

Hall said that officers, aware that 


Stoke 
Newington 
Scandal 








Cameron was about to be arrested, 
believed 38-year-old Thompson — 
a well-known crack addict, who 
used several suppliers — would 
help them identify dealers whom 
they could start supplying. 

But Thompson, despite agreeing 
to ‘call some names’ in return for not 
being prosecuted, failed to deliver. 
Chitty then forged Thompson's sig- 
nature on a custody record in a sec- 
ond attempt to get him convicted, it 
was alleged, The police faked the 
document so they could claim that 
Thompson had absconded, and thus 
cover up their attempt to recruit him 
as an informer, Peter Hal! claimed. 

Chitty allegedly told Thompson 
in his cell at Stoke Newington sta- 
tion: ‘We want some top names. We 
don't want small dealers or street 
dealers, no hash names. We want 
cocaine dealers, people dealing from 
houses’ [on Sandringham Road, 
Hackney’s notorious drug-dealing 
‘Front Line’). 

Samuel Katkhuda, for the prose- 
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Michael Thompson: acquitted last week 


cution, dismissed the suggestions as 


‘ludicrous, idiotic nonsense’. 
Thompson had been caught red- 
handed with crack, and had invent- 
ed the ‘police drugs ring’ story to try 
to discredit the arresting officers. 


Wayne Laing after his ‘assault’ 


However, Thompson was cleared 
last week on a charge of possessing 
the ‘planted’ crack, after claiming he 
had been the victim of a conspiracy 
by some Stoke Newington officers 
to pervert the course of justice. He is 


‘likely to sue the police. 


The evidence of the three main 
prosecution witnesses — Chitty and 
PCs Mark Carroll and James Haver: 
croft — was apparently not accept- 
ed by the Snaresbrook jury. 

The unanimous ‘not guilty’ ver- 
dict is a disaster for the police be- 
cause both PC Chitty, the officer at 
the centre of the alleged conspiracy, 
and PC Havercrofi, are still serving 
at Stoke Newington. Neither was 
among the eight officers transferred 
from the north London station in 
January im a massive anti-corrup- 
tion drive ‘to preserve public 
confidence’. 

Questions are now being asked 
about the thoroughness of Opera- 
tion Jackpot, Scotland Yard’s inter- 
nal inquiry into claims that Stoke 





Newington police have sold drugs, 
fitted up suspects, stolen drugs and 
money and taken bribes, headed by 
Det Supt Jan Russell. 

Graham Smith of the Hackney 
Community Defence Association 
(HCDA), a local watchdog group 
which has played a key role in ex- 
posing the corruption, said the ver- 
dict suggested the problems at 
Stoke Newington went further than 
the eight officers already trans- 
ferred, 

He said: ‘Det Supt Russell is start- 
ing from the premise that there are a 
few rotten apples and has therefore 
limited his inquiry to particular offi- 
cers and a particular period of time. 
He should be looking at the problem 
of organised police crime at Stoke 
Newington station.’ 

Fears about the station will be fu- 
elled by further evidence gathered 
by Time Out about the integrity of 
PCs Chitty and Carroll. 

@ Both officers were accused in 
court of lying on oath to try to con- 
vict suspected drug dealer Wayne 
Laing. Despite their testimony that 
they caught him with 20 ‘rocks’ of 


‘He [Det Supt 
Russell] should be 
looking at the 
problem of 
organised police 
crime at Stoke 
Newington 


station.’ 
GRAHAM SMITH, HCDA 








crack, Laing was acquitted of pos 
session with intent to supply the 
Class A drug. He pleaded guilty to 
the lesser charge of having had jus! 
four rocks on him, for personal use. 
when challenged by the officers. In 
court, Chitty and Carroll were 
quizzed about haw Laing (pictured) 
received Serious injuries to his eyes. 
head and neck while in their 
custody. 

® Last November, a man who can- 
not be named for legal reasons was 
acquitted of possessing one rock of 
crack. He claimed the drug was 
planted by PC Carroll and another 
officer, DC Peter McCullough, who 
then allegedly subjected him toa vi- 
cious assault. His case was that he 
was approached on Sandringham 
Road by the two officers who 
jumped on him, punched him in the 
eye and then planted him. Cross-ex- 
amined about the case last week, 
Carroll claimed the man attacked 
him and ‘he was put very forcefully 
on the ground. He was a very vio- 
lent man.’ The man was so badly in- 
jured that he had to be rushed to 
Moorfields Eye Hospital, where a 
surgeon said the retina of his right 
eye had been damaged. His solicitor, 
Raju Bhatt, told Tie Out that his 
client is now suing the police for as- 
sault, false imprisonment and mal}- 
cious prosecution. 

In a further development last 
week, Eula Carter, a woman on holi- 
day in London from Jamaica who 
was jailed despite claiming she too 
was ‘fitted up’ by Stoke Newington 
police, was freed on bail from a four- 
year prison sentence and granted 
leave to appeal by the High Court. 
Carter's freeing stems from the cru- 
cial role played in her case by Det 
Con Bary Lyons, one of three Stoke 
Newington officers suspended as a 
result of the Jackpot inquiry. 

Three other alleged drug dealers 
have already been freed because of 
doubts about Lyons’ evidence. t 4. 


Police ruined VAT 


raids, MPs told 


CORRUPT Stoke Newing- 
ton cops allegedly tipped 
off suspects duc to be rai- 
ded by Customs and Ex- 
cise men _ investigating 
VAT fraud, according to 
Hackney North MP Diane 


Abbot. 

Speaking in the House of Com- 
mons, she called on Home Secre- 
tary Kenncth Clarke to make 

ublic as soon as possible the 
indings of Operation Jackpot; 
Scoland Yard's 19-month in- 
quiry into accusations that a net- 
work of bent cops at London's 
“supemick” netted tens of thou- 
sands of pounds dealing and plant- 
ing drugs and taking bribes. 

Scotland Yard say the report is 
days away from poing to Bn- 
tain’s top lawyer, Barbara Mills, 
boss of the Crown Prosecution 
Service. 

Ms Abbott said the Jackpot in- 
quiry was not set up because of 
evidence supplied by drug dea- 
lers, but by disgruntled VAT men 


by MARK GOULD 


whose swoops on suspect Sioke 
Newington businesses aways 
dew a 

“Time and time again Customs 
and Excise officials planned VAT 
raids in Stoke Newington jointly 
with the local Fee They ar- 
rived only to find the suspects 
gone,” she told the Commons. 

“Customs and Excise began to 
believe Stoke Newington police 


were on the take, as when they 
planned raids without the police, 
suspects would be there when 
they arrived.” 

“This may sound like the kind 
of allegations suspected drug dea- 
Jers would be bound to make, but 
the investigation arose not be- 
cause of complaints from my con- 
stituents but because Customs 
and Excise believed that the po- 
ra be on the take,” she ad- 


Last week, Michael Thomp- 


son, 38, charged with a drug of- 


fence on evidence from officers 
at Stoke Newington, was acquit- 
ted at Snaresbrook Crown Court. 
Three other people, Ida Oder- 
inde, Dennis Tulloch and Everald 
Brown, have been freed on bail 
ding appeal against jail terms 
handedt out on evidence from 
Stoke Newington cops now under 
investigation. 
Since May, 1989, at least 40 
¢ jailed for drug offences on 
evidence from Stoke Newington 
cops have complained of police 
dirty ticks. 


Shot man’s 


THE angry family of 


Lloyd Davis, shot 
dead following a row 


over a parking space, 
are demanding jus- 
tice after his killer 
walked free with a 
£1,000 fine — for hav- 
ing a gun without a 
licence. 

Car dealer Barry Crane, 
34, was fined by an Old 
Bailey judge after he ad- 
mitted shooting car sales- 
man Lloyd Davis, 28, who 

: had accused him of double 


parking, 

Crane told the court he 
found the pistol that fired 
the fatal shots in a car he 
bought. He said he kept it 
in hus jacket for safe keep- 
ing. 

The Davis family, from 
Craven Park Road, Stam- 
ford Hill, hope to get legal 
aid to take out a rare civil 
prosecution for murder. 

Hackney Law Centre in 
Mare Sucet has a made a 
formal complaint on their 
behalf to the Crown Prose- 
cution Service about the 
way the prosecution case 
was 

The dead man's sister, 
Pauline, 25, who is five 
months’ pregnant, told the 
Gazette: “How am I going 
to teach my child to re- 
spect the law when this 
happens? 

“What is a man doing 
walking around Stamford 
Hill with a pun. This is 
London, not New York. 

“The law have said my 
brother was shot dead and 
no crime was committed. 
How can that be right? 
You can't shoot somcone 
and walk free, 





family 





blast 
fine for 
killer 


by MARK 
GOULD 


"T ex & sentence 
of five ag yes — but 
nothing. What happened 
to manslaughter?” 

At the Old Bailcy last 
week, Judge Kenncth Ri- 
chardson, QC, said Crane 
acted in self-defence when 
he shot Mr Davis once 
through an arm and again 
through the heart and 
lungs after an argument 
over the way Mr Crane 

arked outside the Stoke 
cwington car showroom 
where Mr Davis worked. 

The judge s the 
trial at the end of the prose- 
cution case because he 
agreed with defence law- 
yer Sir Ivan Lawrence, 
QC, that there was not en- 


HC 


ough evidence that Crane 
had intended or recklessly 
caused serious injury or 
death, 


“This man said he was a 
car dealer who ecamed 
£1,000 a week,” said Pau- 
line, “The judge fined him 
a week's wages and then 
gave him six months to 


pay. 

“Where is the justice? It 

comes down to money. 
He said he bought the best 
cnminal lawyer in the 
country.” 

The shooting ha ed 
outside the Tumpike pub 
on April 23. Mr Davis's 
mum, Alice, 57, watched 
helplessly as 999 crews 
tried in vain to give him 
the kiss of life. 

“T shouted ‘let me do it, 
I'm his mother’ — but 
they wouldn't Iet me,” she 
told the Gazette. 
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Judge attacks 
‘fault line’ in 
drugs evidence 


Judges are becoming 
‘increasingly concern: 
ed’ that drugs pros 
eculions involving 
police officers from 
scandal-hit Stoke 
Newington station 
are relying on ‘conflicting evidence’. 
The disclosure came last week trom 
Judge Francis Aglionby when he sud 
denly halted a drugs case al Snares: 
brook Crown Court because of discrep- 
ancies in the prosecution's evidence. 
Aglionby said: ‘There is a fault fine right 
to the heart of the prosecution case, 
which he said was ‘hopelessly flawed’. 


After ordering the jury formally to ac 
quit Raymond Simpson, 37, of possess 
ing £5,000 worth of ‘crack’ cocaine with 
intent to supply, the judge went on. ‘lam 
very worried about conflicting evidence 
going before the jury and the jury hav- 
ing to decide which prosecution witness 
they believe. 

‘{ have to say that a number of these 
(Stoke Newington] police drugs raids 
come before the courts at Snaresbrook 
and a number of judges, of whom Iam 
one, are gelling increasingly concerned 
that conflicting evidence 1s pul by the 
prosecution to the jury, which puts a 
very difficull position before a jury and 
indeed the judge.’ 

One of the main witnesses against 
Simpson was PC Terence Chitty, who is 
still serving at Stoke Newington, which 
is the centre of a major corruption inqui: 
ry by Scotland Yard. Tine Ont revealed 
last week that in a case which had just 
finished, Chitty was accused of — but 
denied — trying to organise a police 
drugs ring, planting drugs on a suspect, 
fabricating evidence and lying on oath. 

In a separate, significant move, the 
Court of Appeal will hold a preliminary 
hearing into the cases of the four alleged 
drugs dealers who have already been 
freed on bail amid doubts over evidence 
given by Stoke Newington police at their 
trials. The decision to take the four cases 
together, thought to be without legal’ 
precedent, may lead to the arrest of some 
police officers. 

Meanwhile, Tinte Out has learned 
that almost 50 past or present officers 
from the north London station have now 
been served with Regulation Seven no- 
tices, warning them that they are under 
investigation, as part of Operation Jack-. 

i. Scotland Yard's internal inquiry 
into the corruption scandal. 
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Cutbacks in legal aid provision 
are likely to affect 7m people 


Clare Dyer 





Ce cuts to the legal 
aid scheme — removing or 
outpricing an estimated 7 mil- 
lion people — were outlined 
yesterday by the Lord Chancel- 
jor, Lord Mackay, in an attempt 
to curb soaring expenditure. 

The changes — the first cuts 
in the scheme’s 42-year-history 
— mean that only the unem- 
ployed and those with incomes 
near benefit levels will qualify 
for free legal help. The Law 
Society said many on low in- 
comes will be deterred by the 
contributions required. 

The measures are designed to 
contain expenditure forecast to 
rise to £1.5 billion by 1995/96, 
compared with £426 million five 
years ago. The announcement, 
in a parliamentary answer, CO 
incided with the provision of an 
extra £400 million for legal aid 
next year in the Autumn 
Statement. 

From next April, the upper 
limit of disposable income will 
be cut from £3,060 a year to the 
income support limit, £2,218. 
Allowances for dependants will 
also be cut. 

The changes will apply to 











trates court work by standard 
fees from the beginning of next 
year. He announced that he 
would introduce fixed hourly 
rates for solicitors in civil legal 
aid cases and “take correspond- 
ing steps to gain control” over 
civil legal aid payments to 
barristers. 

The Law Society immediately 
condemned the plans and said 
it would fight them. Cuts to the 
green form scheme would 
particularly affect people facing 
family breakdown, asylum 
seekers and others whose - 
Bratton status was in doubt, it 
said. 
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Judge raps conflicts 
in drug case evidence 





Anger over armed 





A FAMILY whose house was raided by gun- ® 

toting cops are suing the police for | 9 

‘et wanna POUCE'S OCHS we teoning “sening'y 

Comiaes rife received an anonymous tip-off that evidence iadndg cases brought before Details about 
haiding eed hostage a1 gunpoint. the courts from scandal-hit Stoke New- olice Ww. — 

Pater yar — i ia 6 5 ington police station. p: sr. S$ GO 

Oren, Se cote | COULD OsStage muttitcrimicny dine | Were flawed 

Grant family bome in GOULD dealing case at Snaresbrook Crown [istemsnsiebeesd eee une 

Court and directing the jury to acquit Edens, swooped on the premises on 


Raymond Simpion, 37, of possessing 
£5,000-worth of crack, with intent to sup- 


During the trial the prosecution had al- 
leged Simpson, of High Road, Totten- 
ham, was dealing drugs out of the Jerk 
Chicken takeaway restaurant in Sandring- 


February 7 this year with a search war- 
rant. Pc Chitty gave evidence ic say that 
he saw Simpson drop packages contain- 
rol Seige in amongst some cardboard 


Simpson was later interviewed in the 
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Hackney Hospital. 


Police in warning to 
estate muscle gang 


A Hackney Council spokes- 





wust loo scared about what will 


POLICE say that teenage 
street gangs responsible 
for at least 10 burglaries a 
week on one of Hack- 
ney’s most run-down es- 
tates are living on 
borrowed time. 

The 16 to 19-year-olds divide 
their time between pumping iron 
and staging blatant daylight rob- 


beries at flats on the Kingsmead 
laa in Lohieng Police say 
are drumming up support 
among fed-up cesidenas to cure 
the problem for good and will 
soon be putting new initiatives 
Aaa lice spokesper 
Ce ~ 

son said: “Front doors are 
kicked down. People sce what is 
going on, but they are not com- 
mg forward because they are 


if they speak out 


stereos to the value of £200 to 
£300 that go. In a lot of cases 
they just kick the door in when 
people are at home and ask 
where ena ee Residents are 
just loo scared to stop them. 
“These are big fads, They 
spend a lot of time working out 
and they are heavily invoived in 





HC, 


em and make life a little 

er for one of the most notor- 
jous estates in the Eas! End. 

“We are well aware of the pro- 

blem and we will be ing a2 

number of ways to remedy i- 

to cone 


IZ-0(- % % 


person said tenants’ association 

entatives, police and coun- 

i have already met to talk 
about the problem, 

“The council is looking ser- 
iously at the possibility of fining 
security doors for tenants, but 
we fee! that it is more important 
for tenanta to be more vigilant 
on the estate,” added the spokes- 
person. 
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AMATEUR wrestler 
Whinnery has hit out at the boys 
in blue, claiming he was banned 
from a police wrestling club for 
being gay. 

The 36-year-old actor and ‘writer, 
from Danesdale Road, South Hackney, 
Says he was counted.-out of the Metro- 
politan Police Wrestling Club after 
shocked cops discovered he'd been 
queer-bashed in his native Glasgow. 

Now the English Olympic Wrestling Associa- 
tion is investigating Steven's complaint that he 


was discriminated against because he is homo- 
sexual. 


The keep-fit enthusiast had been wrestling at 
the club every Thursday since February with no 
hassle, “I didn’t telt people that I was gay, but I 





Steven 


by CAROL DYCE 


certainly didn’t keep it s secret,” he told the Gaz- 
ette. “And no-one ever told me you had to be ei- 
ther a policeman or straight to join the club.” 

He had to miss a few weeks’ wrestling as he 
had a cracked rib after being jumped by four gay- 
hating thugs while cruising in a park in Ciat- 
gow. The thugs bludgeoned him with a lead- 
filled sock. “I told club secretary Ian Bevan why 
I'd had to miss wrestling and word obviously 
got oul,” said Steven. 

“When J tumed up at the club, he and another 
coach met me outside. Ian told me the Inds 
wouldn't tum up for the wrestling if I did and 
that the club would be in danger of closing. Al- 
though they didn't come out and say I was ban- 
ned, [ felt intimidated into leaving and, 
therefore, was effectively banned, 


coppers obviously didn‘: like the idea of a gay 
man bundling on top of them. They feared sex- 
ual advances - but I can assure you that was very 
unlikely,” 

In his letter of complaint to the English Olym- 
pic Wrestling Association, Steven spelled out: “I 
went to the club to wrestle, not to have sex. If I 
want sex, I know where to find it. This is an ob- 
vious case of bigotry and ignorance.” 

Robin Tomlinson, the Association's PR offi- 
cer, said: “The complaint is being considered by 
our executive council. Nothing in our constitu- 
tion says anything about discrimination on the 
grounds of race or sexuality. Maybe this case 
will change that.” 

Mr Bevan, who is a sergeant at East Ham 
nick, refused to comment. A spokesperson for 
the Metropolitan Police said: “Club organisers 
did not ban or exclude Mr Whinnery. “But he 


Police blow 
whistle on 
party inside 
old cinema 


LICE swooped on hun- 
eas of revellers who held a 
massive Hallowe'en party Ina 
derelict cinema which safety 
chiefs have declared unsafe. 

The huge rave in the early 
hours of Sunday morning st 
the former Coliseum Cinema 
In Stoke Newington Road was 
attended by over 200 people. 

Police from Stoke Nevwing- 
ton raided the crumbling bulld- 
ing and ordered the 
partygoers to leave after com- 
plaints from loca! residents 
about loud music from a live 
hand who were performing. 

Officers made two arrests 
for drunkenness and drug 
offences. 


Artists take over : 
derelict cinema has 
ge ty and unused since 
the tate 1970s, but recently a 
p of artists have taken lt 
over and uae it to exhibit 
dr “junk sculptures. 
ean months ago, Hack- 
ney Council warned people 
that not only were they fre- 
spassing on private operty, 
they were also risking their 
lives because alas was 
‘eran Stk 
Newlngton police sald the 
party had been halted because 
of the wee ee: to “safeguard 
those ng. 

Det Set Tony Steel sald: “Re- 
yellers could only gain access 
to the party on the first floor 
by climbing narrow stone 
steps without any banister 
rails. If there had been a fire, 
it would have been a death- 
trap, so we closed the party 
down.” 






































“This discrimination is outrageous — lots of 
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was told that members did not want to wrestle 
with him.” 


Unlawful killing 
verdict on shot 
car salesman 


STAMFORD HILL car salesman Lloyd Davis was 
killed unlawfully after a row over double parked 
cars, a coroner ruled this week. 

Two weeks ago the man who admitted shooting 
him through the chest walked free from the Old Bai- 
ley with a £1,000 fine for not having a gun licence. 

Mr Davis, 28, of Craven Park Road, was killed on 
April 23 after an argument with car dealer Barry 
Crane, 34, from Sussex, who shot Mr Davis outside 
the Tumptke pub in Stamford Hill after he lunged at 
Mr Crane with a knife. 

There were angry scenes at the Old Bailey after 
Mr Crane was cleared of the murder and pasa 18 
ter of Mr Davis on the direction of Judge Kenneth Ri- 
chardson, QC. 

The judge agreed with a defence submission that 
there was insufficient evidence to prove that Mr 

Crane had intended or ebay ry Acyratge serious in- 
jury or death. He was fined £1,000 for possessing a 
fircarm without a licence. 

Poplar coroner Dr Douglas Chambers said the 
cause of death was a single gunshot wound to the 

























Mr Davis's family want to take out a private prose- 
cution for murder against Mr Crane through the civil 
rs, 


Surgeons take cocaine 


from man’s stomach 


SURGEONS saved the life of a Hackney man after a 
bag of cocaine burst in his stomach when he was 
stopped by customs officers at Gatwick Airport on 
his way home from a holiday in Jamaica, 

Tyran Robinson, 23, from Wameford Sircet, 
Homerton, was arrested as he walked through cus- 
toms last Wednesday, 

A Customs and ices spokesman explained: “He 
was intercepted because he was suspected of having 
a drug package inside his body. 

“During questioning he became ill and was taken 
to hospital where doctors carried out an operation on 
Saturday. They removed a quantity of cocaine which 
can cause an catremely high heart-rate and, in many 
cases, death,” he added. 

A spokesperson for East Sussex District Hospital 
said Mr Robinson was comfortatle in the intensive 





care unit. 
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